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CHAPTER I. 


Preliminary. 

I have the honour to submit my report on the condition of the Sonthals in 
tho districts of Birbhum, Bankura, Midnapore and BalaBore. 


2 Slatf .—Maulvi Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddin, Sub-Deputy Collector, 
and Maulvi Ekramuddin, Kanungo, were deputed to assist in the enquiry, 'J he 
former joined on tho 16th and the latter on the 6tli December 1908. 
Maulvi Ekramud din’s woik was of great assistance. The Assistant Settlement 
Officer, Babu Ram pad a Chaterji, Deputy Collector, piepared a valuable 
report on the areas under settlement in Nayabasan, Midnapore. I took over 
charge on the 27th November 1908 and gave over charge on the 3rd May 1909. 

8 Tour —Maulvi Saiynl Mulum mad Nasiruddin made independent 
enquiries in the thanns of the Sadar subdivision of Bnhhum, in the eastern por¬ 
tion of the Sadui subdivision of Bankura, viz , in Onda, Simlapuland the portion 
of Raipur thana east of the Kossye liver, and also in thanns Gnihbeta and 
Salbani, inMidnapoie. Maulvi Ekramuddin made enquiries in the northern and 
western portions or the SnJur subdivision of Bankura, und the western por¬ 
tions of Bin pel and Jhargram thanns in Midnapore and in Balasoio. He also 
made a separate enquiry nilo tlie condition of tho Bhumij Ghat wale m Khatru 
thana m Bankura l toured in the Rampur HAt subdivision of Bnbhum and 
the outlying outpost of Sun, Mohammad Bazar, then down the centre of the 
Sadar subdivision of Bankui.i, and through Binpui, Jhargram, Gopiballabpur 
and Nayagiam thanas in Midnapore into Jellasore thana in Bulasorc. With the 
exception of the pound set aside foi tho repoifc, the whole time was spent in 
what was, owing to tho laigo area undoi enquiry, a rapid tour thiough each 
area to discovoi tho peeulianlics of eacli portion of it. No area was twice 
covered, except Kliutm where tho enquiry relating to the Ghativals mentioned 
abo\o weir made, and to a small extent Jellasore m Bnlaaore. 

4. Origin of the Ihujuiry .— From tw o sources, Biibhum end Midrapore, there 
had come simultaneously two app' als to help the Sonthals Tho grievances 
in Birbhum are of long standing and date back to 1872, when an enquiry 
was made into tho condition of the Sontlials by Mr, T. T Allen, who was 
then Magistrate Whilst tho same discontent led in the Sonthal 1’arganas 
to 1 he posting of Regulation 111 of 1872, which made vast changes in tho 
administration of lh.it district, and laid down the limls of the policy on which it 
haH ever bineo been conducted, it led to nothing in Birbhum on the boundary. In 
1881, howevoi, an attempt whs made to ro-mtioduce the Mostagin oi headman 
sysiem* ai d to reduce* the ients by a measurement of lands and a compromise 
between tho laudlouK and tei ants* In 1892, a ngulai settlement was effected of 
the Mollarpur t The fact, however, that on*the dtherside of the^ordcr, in 

thoSonthid I’uignuas. tho Sonthal is secure from enhancement of rentB except by 
order of a Revenue officer, and also from dispossession by tho mahajan (money- 
lendci b has sei\od to nce< liluute the gru vancos of tho Sonthals in liubhum, and 
to impel them, mulct the lcudeishxp of Durga M&njhi, to approach Govornment now 
with a icquost fora settlement, and for tlie introduction of the Sonthal Parganas 
laws amongst them. For the last two or tlirco years lYic Sonthals in Rainpui Hftt 
subdivision hatoleen petitioning Government to redress these grievances, which 
aie in the main gucvances against the mahajan or zamindar who have taken 
their lands oi rnifred their rents, Mr Fostei, as Collector of Birbhum, enquired 
into the mttltei und submitted a report on it to Government in 1907. Some 
aginnan distuibance was then apprehended, and Mr. Fostor was of opinion that 
the matter called for vigorous action. Meanwhile, in 1909, the question of the 
loss by the Sonthals of thoir lands and othoi matters had been mined by some Son¬ 
thals in Midnapore, who petitioned Government through the Itevd A. L Kerman, 
On this petition the Collectoi, Mr Weston, recommended that the provisions 
of Bcction 10(a) and 10 v £) of tho (Old) Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act should be 

| Munkfai Nuudji’a leUlcmtiil 4 Bbuban llo!u& fttba’s Bittlement. 
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extended to Midnapore. The Commissioner, Mr. E. H. C. Walsh, agreed, but 
observed that this matter ought to be taken up and legislation introduced for the 
whole Province. The other Commissioners were then consulted. 

Later Mr. Maddox, then Commissioner of Burdwan, had an enquiry made 
into the loss of the lands and the indebtedness of Sonthals in Rampur Ilat sub¬ 
division. This enquiry was tested, and tho results were submitted to Govern¬ 
ment with Mi. Maddox’s recommendation that a special officer should be 
appointed to enquire into the whole question in the Burdwan Division. 

Tho suggestion was adopted, and a Committee was appointed to consider 
the terms of the reference. 

5 Terms of the Reference —These are as follows :— 

The enquiry should be limited to Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore, and 
permanently-settled parts of Balasore, north of the Subarnarekha, if these were 
not done in the Orissa settlement 

The objects of the enquiry should be— 

(1) To asceitam m tlianas shown to contain a large Sonthal popujorffon, 

what numbor of villages contain a population which li nearly 
homogeneous. 

(2) In such villages how fai does tho Sonthal headman system still subsist 9 
V'l) To ascertain tho into of mutation from Sonthals to non-Sonthals both 

in such villages, and on the outer funge of less homogeneous 
villages, taking a selected numbor of villages A complete and 
exhaustive examination of the facts of every raiyat in a small 
number of typical villages m each area of a distinctive character 
is to bo prefened to the accumulation of general information. 
An examination will have to bo made of the extent to which 
Sonthali lands have been transferred in tho last twenty years or 
bo, how far tho transfers have boon occasioned by rent decrees, 
and how far by moitgago or by private sale, and what is the 
stato of indebtedness at present. 

(4) To examine transfers in consequence of civil decree, and to ascertain 

to what extent the proceedings are ex-parte. The examination 
of Civil Court proceedings may bo on tho lines of Maulvi 
Ekramuddin’s. 

(5) To examine how far arbitrary eviction by landlords is prevalent. 

(6) To examine the effect on the Sonthal hoadman system of subinfeuda¬ 

tion by tho zamindar, and whether tonure-holders are more 
oppressive than landlords. 

(7) Oompanson of past and present rent-rolls. There have been several 

local settlements in past years, certainly two in Birbhum, those of 
Munshi Nundji and Babu Blmban Mohan Raha, and possibly 
others. The facts then recorded to bo compared with existing 
facts. A reforence to the settlement proceedings of the Nayabasan 
and Jhargram Estates now going on will givo valuable information. 

(8) Is the condition of the Sonthal population in these areas to any extent 

better than m adjoining unsettled areas ? In fact, have those 
settlements produced any effect ? 

(9) The examination of old Road Cess papers might assist to a conclu¬ 

sion.* 

(lOj The state of education, liquor traffic and the possibility of co-opeia- 
tive banks may be incidentally considered. 

(11) General feeling of the Sonthals towards the alien raiyats and their 

zamindar s to be examined. Has their feeling any political 
importance * 

(12) To consider whether any legislation should bo proposed, taking into 

account tho provisions m restraint of transfer in other Acts— 
Bengal and Foreign, e.g , Sonthal Parganas Regulation, new 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, Central Provinces Land Revenue 
Act, and Punjab and Bombay Acts (Deccan Agriculturists Relief 
Act). 

* These were not nrail&ble in the Diftriot offices ot Birbhum ud Bukhara, and were only occa¬ 
sionally produced by the landlords. 
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(13} To examine whether in the same areas there are other aboriginal 
or semi-aboriginal races whose position is similar to that of the 
Sonthals. 

(14j To indicate the thanas or estates which should be covered by any 
settlement operations, and submit a draft programme in consulta¬ 
tion with Director of Land Records. 

(15) The effect of the increased demand for labour in mines, etc., on the 
Sonthal population economically and socially should be considered. 


6. Area under JEnqutry .—The tour mentioned in paragraph 3 was designed 
so as to cover the area under enquiry, which, relying on the first clause of the 
terms of reference, I restricted to thanas shown to contain a large Sonthal 
population. 

These are tljp following — 


District 

Subdivision. 

I 

Thana. 

1 Popula¬ 
tion. 

Sonthal 

popula¬ 

tion 

l 1 

Percent¬ 

age- 

Bhumij 

popula¬ 

tion 

Percent¬ 

age 


! 1 

Murarai ,., 

86,182 

3,108 

3 6 

• • • 

• •• 

r 

| 

Rum pur Hut < 

Nalhati 

Rampur Hut... 

83,521 

102,810 

93,839 

4,110 

8 S 220 

4-9 

8 0 

• •a 

• « % 


Birbhum ■< | 

( 

Maureswar 

0,791 

! 

7 2 


• •• 

1 

Sadur ... | 

Sun ... 

140,033 

12,195 

8 7 


■ 

L 

Bolpur 

110,849 

8,781 

7*6 

» • a 

• ■ 


f 

, Bankura ... 

148,870 

15,373 

10*3 

a « a 

*• ■ 



Gtangajalgh&ti 

122,309 

7,709 

6 3 

a a 

■ • 

Bankura. 

Sadur . <; 

| 

Onda 

Raipur ... 

122,917 

101,345 

12,232 

35,106 

8,765 

9 9 
34*7 

6,480 

■ w m 

5 4 


1 

Simlapal ... 

38,109 

22 9 

l a a 

■ • • 


L 

Khatra ... 

115,313 

19,899 

17 3 

11,440 

9 9 


f 

Binpur 

104,982 

36,752 

35 007 

7,104 

68 


I 

Garhbeta 

133,122 

26,187 

19*7 

a m w 

■ • ■ 

Midnapore 

Sadar .. 

Salbam 

60,850 

11,872 

19 5 

4,003 

6 6 

j 

Jhargrnm 

76,063 

19,284 

25*4 

4,304 

57 


L 

Gropiballabbpur 

163,156 

32,406 

19 9 

19,220 

11 8 

Balasore 

Sadar ... 

Jullasore 

69,721 

6,099 

1 

10*2 

e 

V 

1 ' 


There are^mall settlements in Dubrajpur thana in Birblium, in the Bishnu- 
pur Subdivision m liankuia, and some large ones* m the central thanas of 
Midnaporo spreading out from tbo very large settlement in the west Theso 
have not come directly under enquiry, with the exception of Dubrajpur. 


* For corn jiarmon the numbers are given below — 


Thana 


Population 


Sonthal 

population 


Birbbum 


Banlc ora 


Midnaporo 


C Iiabpnr 

.. j Dubrajpur ... 

t Sakultpur ... ... 

f Barjora ... 

I Bishnupur .. 

. 4 Kotal pur 

| Indaa ... ... 

t^Sonimahhi* 

" Kharagpur ... 

Midnaporo . . 

Debra ,«• ... 

Keahpur ... 

Narayangarh 
Dantan 

6 a bang, Ghatal, Chandra* 
kona, etc 


64,291 
198,025 
77,740 
68,012 
142,873 
06,653 
82.943 
82,488 
111,016 
78,821 
67,872 
86,(80 
118 441 
129,641 


1.254 
2,304 
458 
211 
2,070 
490 
861 
426 
6,760 
4.690 
2.216 
2.267 
2,020 
1,602 

1.308 
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The total Sonthal and Bhumij population of the different districts is 
shown below — 


Soalbal Bhumij 

Population population. population 

Birbhum 902,280 47,221 

Baiikura . ... 1,116.411 105,682 19,785 

Midnapoie . . 2,789,114 148,251 44,233 

Balasore ... 1,071,197 8,856 4,270 


The whole of the area under enquiry (including the small portion of 
Burdwan excluded fiorn the enquiry) consists of a holt of irregular thickness 
*tietching from the large Sonthal area of the Sonthal I’arganas to another thickly 
populated Sonthal area in the Native State of Mourbhunj,* between Bengal 
piopor on the east and the I >ravidian area of Chota Nagpur on the west, 
whole the Sonthal settlements arc dovetailed amongst and finally get lost in those 
of the Ilo.. Bhumijca, Mundus and other tribes of that plateau. In population 
the uiea pi cents the meeting place of the aborigine and the Aryan ; the latter 
being the Inter amval. 

The Botithulb cannot be regarded as immigrants moie than any one else. 
Tlioy certainly aro immigronts, but then so are the Aryans, and in that the 
Sonthals oi Bhumijcb have been the clearers of the jpngle and the pioneers of 
the cultivation of the larger portion of the area, they have a bettei claim to be 
considered the original inhabitants of the area thrin the Aryans, except possibly 
than the zuimnd irs and Kajas and their immediate followers, whose real ancestry 
is now shrouded m Rajput tradition As regards distribution of Sonthals, 
it may be noted that the portion of the area niobt densely populated with 
Sontbuls is at the soutluweet’f’ of Bankura and the north-west of Midnapore. 
Iu physical aspects the aica presents the change from the plateau to the plains 
of Bengal in an undulating country, with patchos of jungle here and there, 
which in Midnapore become larger and are more carefully protected. In 
the 18th century, a considerable portion of the area under enquiry appears 
to have formed pint of an indefinite administrative unit called tho Jungle Mahals 
lying between Chota Nagpur and the plains of Bengal. This was subsequently 
defined as being composed of certain parganas in BiTbhum, Bankura 
aud Midnapore; but on account of the disturbances of the Bhumrjes, it 
was split up amongst the neighbouring district* in 1833. The name of Jungle 
Mahals, however, still survives in a portion of tho Maureswar than a in Birbhum, 
and in the whole of the western area of Midnapore The fact that there was 
once an administrative unit roughly corresponding to thib aiea, and tliefact 
that this area contains the largest population of Sonthnls outside the Sonthal 
Parganas and outside Chota Nagpur are not accidents, but are due to 
the physical aspects of the aiea which appears to stamp it as belonging 
to the non-regulation portion of the Province. I have, however, no in¬ 
tention of proving that this area, with the exception of that in Birbhum, 
ought to bo retransferred to the non-regulauon divisions which it borders— 
though this would bs tlie proper procedure to adopt if it were not otherwise 
rather impracticable—but of trying to show that some of the laws of the 
regulation districts are not suited to at least one consi lcrable portion of their 
population. 

7. Tribe* unJet Enquiry .—Tho enquiry relates to the Sonthals, but one of 
the terms of the reference is whether there uio m the same area other races, 
aboriginal or semi-abongifial, whose position is similar tn that of the Sonthals. 
The principal of theso tribes is the Bhumij, and for this loason the statistics 
for this race have been included in the last paragraph; other tribes will 
receive attention in the course of the report 

8. Method of Enquiry .—Three forms were devised. The first was design¬ 
ed to show the diffeient constituents of the population of a village, together 
with the history and a goneru.1 description of the village. The second 
was devised to show the past and present area held by the raiyat, 
details of laud lost, details of land acquired, and the past and present rent. 
The third form was framed to show the raiyat’s present debts, rate of interest, 
how much repaid, how much duo and how secured. A few general questions 


• Sonthal account foe SO per oe&‘ of the population ia Mourbhanj. 

HI 1'hia nnit. fnfra«rl n.rf rtf M.nhknm 
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were also drafted, supplemented from time to time by other instructions as 
further knowledge showed their necessity. Armed with the first form the enquir¬ 
ing officer on arrival at any spot, could reemd the particulars of a large number 
of villages from the collected Sonthals. Then one or two villages were selected, 
and a day or two devoted to filling up the second and third forms from 
information given by the Sonthals, testing the same when necessary by reference 
to the zammd.Br or mahajana. In this way details of each raiyat (or rather of a 
number of the raiyats, as it was often impossible to get them all together) of 
a large number of villages were obtained. Of these villages, a number have 
been selected as representative and printed in Appendix No. 1. It is not claimed 
for these results that they aio strictly accurate There was no time for going 
back for the attestation of the facts of each village, but when the officer had 
once onquired into a village ho had to hurry on to another place. Consequently 
strict accuracy could not be obtained, but the details of each village are, 
roughly accurate. 

It is thus evident that the maiu source of my information was the Sonthals. 
In one estate I reversed the procedure and took my information from the 
landlord, who was also a mahajan y first. The Sonthals became reticent, and 
my information was nearly valueless. 

9. Objects of the Enquiry *—The objects of the enquiry were confined to the 
terms of the inference, which were more than comprehensive, considering the 
lime at my disposal, the urea undei enquiry and the smallness of the staff. I 
have throughout eschewed all tales of illegal oppression of the Sonthal, which I 
could not verify. If every story of o ppression had been verified, and this would 
have required a long residence in each area, doubtless I could have presented 
a much darker - picture of hls’troTibrteB. * '" 

TO. "Arrangement of t7ic Repot t —A chapter has been devoted to each of the 
main terms of relereuce, and each chapter deals with every district separately. 
An attempt has been made to make the description of each district complete* 
in itself The result is necessarily a certain amount of repetition. 


chapter If. 

Sonthal Villages 

(Terms of Reference No. /.) 
DIRBHDM 


II Rampur Hal Subdivision —The figures below show the relative density 
of the Sonthals m terniH of population, and of villages in the Bampur Hflt 
subdivision — 


VillIohs 

Population 

Sonthal 
population | 

i 

Total 
number of 
• villages. 

i 

Total number 
of Sonthal 
villages 

Muranu 

Nalhati .. • • 

Rampur H&t 

Maurctewor 

86,182 

82,521 

102,810 

93,839 

3,108 

4,110 

6,220 

6,891 

260 

265 

307 

426 

36 

44 

80 

44t 


12. The figures for the population have been taken from the Census tables 
of 1901, and those for the villages irom statistics carefully prepared m view of a 
settlement in this particular area. By a village is not meant a revenue 
mauza, but a village hamlet locally recognized as poBseBBing a separate entity; 
and by a Sonthal village is meant such a village or hamlet containing a 
practically homogeneous Sonthal proportion. 

13. A Sonthal village or hamlet is readily recognisable from a long way off 
by its cle an , tidy, well swept and white-washed houses, sometimes relieved by a 
dado of bright colouring. Not only does this appearance distinguish it readily 

• There u very Utile about Jhargram than* (Midaapore), 

• f Figures supplied by the Folios for this Umi» 



6 


BIBBHU3K —Bonth*] Villages. 


from the Bengali village, but also the absenoa of trees, bamboos and tanks 
from round about the village site. The Sonthals live in tolas separate from 
the ordinary Bengali, whom they avoid as much as their avocations permit, 
but they live side by side with occasional Kamars, Muchis, Mary as, Dhangars, 
Kodas, Domes and Bhuiyas , here and there Dikkus are found in the same 
tola. The size of the village varies. Ordinarily it contains between six and 
twenty houses and should propel ly be called a hamlet, but in. a number of 
cases, particularly m the south-west of Karapui Hilt thana and in Maureswar, 
larger and more substantial villages occur. 

14. Then age is not vory great. In the majority of cases they weto 
maedo by the grand-futhers of the prosent Sonthal. Such is the statement of the 
middle-aged and old Sonthals, whose fathers and grand-fathors are now dead. 
This places their origin about the iniddlu of the first-half of lost century. That 
this is not too recent a date, is borne out by the fact that Mr. Allen in 1S72 
found old Sonthals living there who remembered when the whole place was a 
mass of jungle, and the timo when the Sonthals first cleared it. The Sonthals* 
own statement show that they are an olf-shoot of the great Sonthal movement 
towards the Sontlial Parganas at tho beginning of the last century. But the 
limit to the formation of tho now villages had been practically reached by 1880, 
when Bobu Bhuban Mohan Kalin made his settlement of Sonthal villages. In 
only a very few cases have any villages boon formed since then. Yet though 
the limit to the formation of fresh villages had been practically reached in 1880, 
tho limit to the extension of cultivation had not been reached, but is still going 
on, and will still presumably go on despite the fact that the soil most capable of 
cultivation has now been brought under the plough. 

15. Tho returns of 1872 show that the Sonthal population for the wholo 

district was then only 0,934 , it is now 47,221 according to the Census of 1901. 
This largo apparent increase, omitting errors in calculation, in the population is 
due to the tact that the Sonthals run extraordinarily prolific, and owing to 
then out-dooi habits very naidy, us well as to the large increase m population 
in the Sonthal Parganas pressing the Sonthals eastwards But these figures do 
not ropiesent tho sum of the increase of the population in this area Many of 
thctn ; particularly from the northern portion, have, owing to tho pressure 
of the increasing population or to dispossession by mahajans or zamindars, 
either emigrated to the Baund, a quasi-\ uterite tract of country in Dinnj- 
pur, Itajshahi and Bogra, or olse to Murshidabad, there to break fresh 
country, to clear the jungles, and to make new terraces of rice land, for 
doing which they possess tho mos t extraordinary aptitude, even out of tho 
most unpromising countiy. -— - - 

According^) Mr. Gait in his Census * report, 41 these wanderings of 
the Sonthals havo hitherto been confined to a ldtento soil ” This fact is 
strikingly illustrated m this subdivision. The Sonthal villages border those in 
the Sonthal Parganas, and are situated in the narrow strip of broken high 
country west ot tho East Indian ltailwa)’’, lying between the hills*of the Sonthal 
Parganas which approach the Birbhum borden on tho one side, and the alluvial 
soil of the plains proper on the other. Where those hills recede from the 
border, as in the south-west of Murarai thana, there are practically no Sonthal 
villages. This strip of country is where Bengali and Sonthali cultivation meets. 
On the one side there is the Sonthal country ; on the other there is the Bengali 
country. As such it is debateable land, and there arc Bengali villages In it. 
But nevertheless thero are considerable areas in it, in which the population is 
mainly Sonthal, and which, but for the accident of their boiug a more conve¬ 
nient centre of administration at Suri nearer than Damka, and of their being 
portions of large parganas where the Bengali element piedominated in 
other places, would possibly have been included in the Sonthal Parganas. 
In fact they were originally so included, but were subsequently excluded on 
these very grounds m 1857. f But what was true of these parganas as a 
whole, was not true oi particular portions of these parganas. The Sonthals 
have cleared the jungles and made the lands of the villages of these 
portions, and as I have already stated, they have less cause to be 

* Fort; I, page 139 

t Government letter No. 1063, dated 14th February 1872 
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stamped as immigrants than the Bengalis, who, though in a few cases 
they may have had cultivation in these very areas before the Sonthals 
came, have taken advantage of the fact that the Sonthala had cleared 
the dreaded jungle, to come in and reap the fruits of the Sonthals’ labour by 
oppression, extortion and cheating These are strong words, hut however ex¬ 
aggerated Mr. Allen’s report on the condition of affairs in 1872 may have been, 
there can be little doubt that they were then justified Now-a-days various 
measures have tempered the actions of the zemindars and tnahajnnt, and the 
various malpractices that these words conjure up do not exist to such an 
extent, but the Sonthals are still the victims of sharp practice and greed. 

17. The figures given above do not imply that the cultivation of-evory 
village is mainly Sonthal, and by no means that the best lands arc Sonthal Iu 
some cases, as in Karangdih, Dharampur and Debdattapur \_vide Appendix I (a). 
Nos. Ill, VIII and X], practically all the lands have gone into the hands of 
JDikkus, who on account of its extent have given it out again adhi or on a 
temporary under-raiyati lease to the Sonthals. But this is not the ordinary rule ; 
the lost cultivation generally passes away from the Sonthal altogether, with the 
result that m a few cases the village has been practically depopulated. Eight 
hamlets have been counted m which practically all the cultivation lias passed 
into the hands of Sonthals, and five others in which the village has been quite 
or almost depopulated. The cultivation is still largely Sonthal in a majonty of 
villages, but m the case of many of them this romark is very mis-leadmg, 
as the mahajan often takes the best lands and leaves the worst uplands 
which occupy a much larger area f vulo Kuatmikandor Appendix 1(a), No. XVI.] 
llo has no use foi these until the Sonthal turns thorn into rice lands. Very 
fow intact villages m which no Bengali has yet obtained any cultivation are still 
believed to exist. Experience has, however, shown that a detailed examination 
of such a village would revoal the presence of a mahajan. 

18. The villages belong to a large number of different proprietors, 
patmdars, or tenure-holders, the only proprietor of a laige number of 
villages is the Mohant of Mollarpur, in Maureswar. 

19. Sadar Subdivision .—From tho figures below it will appear that the 
only othei thanas in which there are an appreciable number of Sonthals are 
Mohammad Bazar, Bajnagar and Bolpur, and of these Rajnagar is the most 
important — 


Than as 

Population. 

Bonthal 

population. 

Number 
ol villages 

Number 
of Bonthal 
villages. 

Muhammad Bazar (outpost) 

"1 

, 1 

1 * 

( 


V 

i 

r 

12,106> 

l 

V, 

182 

28 

Bun* .. 

> 140,133 

• 


• 

Bajoagw (oulpodl) 

J 


t 168 

68 

Khyrasole (outpost) ... 

Dubrajpurt 

! 

| 138,025 

2,304 | 

325 

■ m 

6 

i 

■ e * 

Imam bazar (outpost) 

Bolpur... ... 

' 

1 

1 

J 

115,894 

8,78 

97 

303 

3 

37 


20. The villages in the Muhammad Bazar outpost or thana are arranged 
mafrily in two groups, one in the north-west, and the other m the west next to 
the Sonthal Parganas. The others are scattered here and there amongst Dikku 
villages ; a few, including the largo village Hannsingha, are adjacent to tho 
large group cf Sonthal villages in Maureswar thana. In Mohammad Bazar one 
or two entirely new hamlets of which the cultivation has been formed in recent 
years are to be found In one case six years ago a portion of a waste area 
estimated at 100 bighas was leased on a rental of Re. 75 a year for a salami of 

• There ere 7 Sonthal villages in Han thane 
t There are 18 Bonthal villages In Dabnipu thana. 
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Rs. 80 f the condition being that no sal was to be cut. The Rajnag&r 
villages lie on the west of thnt outpost in the north-weBt corner of 
the district next to the Sonthal Parganas border. In a third of these villages 
Dhangars, Domes, Kamars and Maharas are found living with the Sonthals. 
The Bolpur villages are more recent than the villages directly lying on the 
Sonthal Parganas border. Their age is probably not more than 40 years at the 
most; most of them are 20 or 21 years old, and there are others I am informed 
where the age of the Sonthal settlement does not exceed 10 years or so. 


BANKURA. 


21. The figures balow have 
large Sonthal population — 

Tvifil, 

G’angajalghati (including Saltora) 
Bankura (including Uhbutna) 
Khatra (including lndporc) 

Raipur . 

Simlapal (independent outpost) 
Onda (moludiug Taldangra) 


been given for the thanss 


PoPl LATION 



Popu’aUoii, 

Sonthal 

population. 

Bhuml j 
population 

122,399 

7,709 


118 670 

15,373 

1,714 

115.313 

19,899 

11,440 

101,345 

35,166 

5,480 

38,109 

8,750 

650 

122,917 

12,232 

147 


which contain a 


Bun 

population 

25,931 

24,606 

20,147 

7,172 

3,078 

9,580 


II —Villages 

Percentage of 
Sonthnl tIIIirw to tola] 
number or village* 


Gangajalghati .. ... ... 10 

Saltora (outpost) ... ... ... 9 

Bankura ... ... ... 7 

Chhatna (outpost) ... ., ... 38 

ludpore (outpost) ... 19 

Khatra ... ... ... 28 

Raipur ... 70 

6imiapal (independent outpost) .. .30 

Onda ... . ... 11 

Taldangra (outpost) . .14 


22. These figures cover the whole of the Sadar Subdivision of Bankura, 
excepting the Barjora Independent Outpost. The subdivision of Bislmupur 
lias been omitted, as it contains comparatively few Sonthals. The figures in 
Statement II have been compiled from statistics furnished by the Police, winch 
are only faaly accurate so far as they afford a comparison between the total 
number of villages and of Sonthal villages. Por instance, 55 Sonthal villages are 
shown as existing m Taldangra, whereas tho conditions of 71 villages in that 
outpost were examined and some 30 otheis were found to exist. As it is 
probable that the system of examination adopted in tho enquiry, under which 
each hamlet with a different name was classed as a ^op.iratj village, would show 
also a much larger total numbci of villages of all classes, if these had been 
counted, tho Police figures have been given us sufficiently near for the purpose. 
Tho figure 70 pei cent for Raipur tin mi is however unduly large, and appears 
to represent the number of villages in which theie is a Sonthal population. 
It is undoubtedly a fact that the great majority of villages contain a Sonthal 
population, but it is improbable that so many villages with a population 
practically homogeneous exists. 

23. The Sonthals in Bankura are found mainly on the west and south¬ 
west m the undulating tract, thus described by Sir William Hunter* —“ In 
Bankura the alluvial fiats end in the undulations, isolated peaks, and short, low 
ranges which form the advanced guard of the hill system of tho central Indian 
plateau. A poor, ferrugiuous soil and hard beds of latente here take the place 
of the fertile deltaic detritus, with expanses of scrub jungle and sal woods foi 
the closely-tilled village lands of tho oast.” In the iforth west the Susuuia and 
Biharinath Hills loom on the horizon, and in the south-west in Khatra and 
llaipur the country breaks up into ridges of low, picturesque and jungle-clad 
hills. Terraces of rice cultivation fill up tho dips between the hills, or 
jn wide expanses skirt the undulating uplands. 

• FW- al*o the " Gazetteer of Bankura ’ by Mr O'M alter, i.c a 
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24. The Sonthal occupation is old ; how old it is impossible to say. 
Chhatna, or the pargana of Sam ant abb um (called by the Sonthals “ Santbhum 

in the north-weBt. named after a “ Samanta ” or General of the Emperor of 
Delhi, who is said to have subdued the original Baja, is recognized by the 
Sonthnls of tho south as having almost an equal claim to that of Sikherbhum, 
which is contermiuus with it, to be regarded ns their original home in com¬ 
paratively recent times. South of Chhatna and in the north of Indporo tho 
Sonthal population is less dense, but furthor south it becomes denser ana denser 
till it reaches its maximum in Raipur. The Sonthals cannot account for 
the deficiency in the middle area, but enquiry elicited tho fact that the 
ancestors of the village of Rangibari, ono of the largost and one .of the 
parent villages of a number of other villages in f£hatra tbana, did not como 
straight south from Sikherbhum, but had emigrated first south to Midnaporo 
and then northward again. Rangibari they declare to be at least eight or 
ten generations old, that is, about three hundred years ago On this theory 
the colonisation of Khatra and Raipui proceeded from some central nucleus in 
Midnap ore, to which they emigrated from Sikherbhum, meeting a minor etream 
flowing southwaids from Chhatna. This accords with Colonel Dalton’s 
theory that the Sonthals colonised from Saont in Midnaporo. 

25. All this is of course conjectural. But there is a curious significance 
m the fact that immediately south of Raipur there is a pargana, called Silda by 
Dikkus, but byr the Sonthals <k Santbhui ” (really Samantabhui, having the same 
derivation as Samantabhum in Bankuia), which is, I understand*, tho Saont in 
Midnapore, referred to by Colonel Dalton and from which tho Revd. L. O 
Skrefsrud derives his derivation of the word Sonthal. Any one travelling in 
Bankura or Midnapore and hearing the constant references of the Sonthals to 
the pargan&s, either of Santbhum in Chhatna near the Damodar, or of Santbhui 
in tne north of Midnapore, cannot fail to bo struck with tho similarity betwoon 
the names Santbhum, Santbhui and Sonthal. The similarity may bo accidental. 
The Sonthal himself will not admit to it as a possible derivation. With these 
remarks and the hint that the word Sonthal or, as it is sometimes spelt, Santal t 
may be the same as Samantal, an inhabitant of the country of Samantabhum 
or of Samantabhui, 1 leave the derivation of the word. 

26. In Raipur tlio Sonthals ara the densest, and largely out-number any 
other tribe or class. That the Sonthal population dominates (his area m point of 
numbers, and that it is to all intents and purposes a Sonthal country, is at once 
obvious to anyone who tours through this tbana. Here we have the Sonthal m 
tho country he loves, in a corner of the world remote from civilization, For 
tho Dikku, the country still possesses all the terrors of tho jungle, with its bear** 
and leopards, magnified into tigers. Near the River Kosyo tho Dikku cluster-* 
in greater numbers. 

27. Everywhere the Aryan propoT is an immigrant. Tho Sonthals were 
there before him. But it does not follow that the Sonthals, even though thin 
ancestors cleared tho jungles and made tho villages, are the original inhabitants 
of the country^ There ib reason to behovo that tho Bbumijes wore the original 
people, inasmuch as they were the Ghatwals or guardians of the jungle passes 
In Khatra thana there is still a largo Bhumij population. A few Sonthal c\- 
Ghatwuls exist Another Bomi-aboriginal caste that exists in large nutnbcis 
is tho Bauri, excopt m Raipur where he gives way to the SonthaL 

§8. T no size of tlio village vanes , in the north in Chhatna there ai v 
villages with as many as 450 inhabitants,'in Indporo and Klmtra thoro nro smull 
hamlets containing 6, 8 or 10 houses, but theie are larger villages like the 
perganait’s village Delilah containing 40 houses ; and in Raipur though the 
majority vaiy between 10 and 20 bouBes, there are larger viHages’comprising 
two or three tolas , like Rajahatu, with ns many as 80 Sonthal families in them 
Such aboiiguml or semi-abongmal castes or tribes as the Bauria, Bhuiya-., 
Domes, Kurnns, TantiB, Kodas and Bhumiies are found living alongside the 
Sonthals in the Sonthal tolas , occasionally Dikkus are ateo found to have taken 
up their residence in the same tola to bo near the souroe of their gam 14 
But tho latter generally live in different tolas . Few Muhammadans are found 
Tambolis aud Chat dhris have the worst reputations as grain dealers and 
mahajans. As a general rule tlie Sonthals have cleared the jungles and made 

* Vuim " Tlio Aboriginal Baoea of tho Sonthal Parganaa" by Mr H McPherson, i c a 
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their own Tillages, but cases arc not infrequent where Kurmis or Bhumijes 
have been the original clearors and have given a small patch or khap of jungle 
to the Sonthal to clear and cultivate. In Indpore, Khatra and the extreme 
jungly soutli-west of Raipur the formation of fresh hamlets in recent years has 
been noticed. In Onda thana, on the outskirts of the area, the Sonthal 
occupation is quite leccnfc, not much more than twenty years old. That 
in CJangajalgliati is nl".o recent Deseited villages have been found, deserted, 
owing to the feui of evil spmts, or because the mahajiMn has dispossessed tho 
Sonthuls of their lands, or on account of the great famine of 1865-66, when 
many persons died, ninny persons fled and whole villages were depopulated. 
This famine is a historical land mark, tho famine of Bahattar (1272 B). 
There arc legends relating how tho mahajan of that period gave the headman a 
a loan of 2 pies of grain, and m exchange took the whole village. 

20 In almost every village thcie are to be found three or more houses of 
non-cultivators, who eke out a living by labouring in the neighbourhood, by 
biennial journeys to Hurd wan for tho sowing and harvesting of tho rice 
ci op, and by cultivating bhagti or knshant • for Dikkus. On the out¬ 
skirts of the area m Taldangra and Simlapal, it is reported that there are 
Beveral Sonthal villages containing a puiely labour population. 

It is true that the major poition of the cultivation m Sonthal villages is 
Btitl in the handB of Sonthals, but to what extent such a remark conveys an 
absolutely false unpreBSion ot the condition of affairs will be treated iu a later 
chapter 

30. Finally, a v oid about the jungle. The proprietors appear to bo alive 
to the piofits to be gained fioni the forest, for almost everywhere the Sonthals 
are foibidden to cut sal trees In Raipur they ore allowed to take other wood 
from the jungle, at a rate of Re. 1 or Ks. 2 a cart-load, or at a rate of 2 pies 
in the rupee of lent. 

AlIDNArOllE 

31 In default of sufficiently accurate figures, it may be held that the pro¬ 
portion of Sonthal hamlets or villages recognised locally as possessing a separate 
existence, with a practically homogeneous population, to the total number of 
hamlets or villages is probably very nearly the same bb the percentage of the 
Sonthal population to the whole population m each thana. Police figures for 
two thanas, which have been received, support this conclusion. The figures 
for othei thnnas have not been received. 


Tijanas 

1 

Population 

Sonthal 

population. 

Percentage 

Bhinmj 

population 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Binpur 

104,082 

i 

36,762 

35 (384)f 

7,104 

7 

Balbaui ... 

60,850 

11,872 

20 

4,003 

7 

(Jar h beta 

133,122 

26,187 

20 

752 

■ • e 

Jhargram 

70,063 

10,284 

25 

4,304 

6 

Gopiballabhpur 

163,163 

32,405 

20 (23)t 

| 19,220 

12 (12)- 

l 


+ Police figures. 

32. Tho above thanas comprise tho area in this district still known as 
the Jungle Mahals It is generally of tho same character as that in 
Bankura, except that it is not so hilly. Towards tho west in the north¬ 
western and hilly corner of Bmpur there are small scattered Sonthal 
villages, with a few larger villages near Silda. These give place further 
east to Dihku villages containing large stretches of cultivation like the 
neighbourhood of Bin pur. But the cast of the Kosye river, in the lands 
belonging to the Ramgarh and Lalgarh Rajas, is probably one of the moBt 
densely populated Sonthal areas in tho district. Sonthal villages are spread 

* A kmhan is flivtn ft certain amount oMaud to cultivate for tho owner. As remuneration he gets 
about a-tlurd of the crop. 
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over Jhargram and portions of Garhbeta and Salbani. As tho River 
Subarnarekba in Gopiballabhpur is approached, tho country becomes less jungly 
and more fertile. South of the Subarnarekba, where the land nseB towards the 
hills of Mouibhanj and is covered with jungle, with opon spaces in ic dotted hero 
and there with small patches of jungle and isolated trees, the proportion of 
Sonthal and Bhumij villages consideiably increases. The cultivation here in 
poor, and the country presents a curious gray and dreary appeal ance, even in 
brilliant sunlight. This area, with its Sonthals, Bhumijes, Pans, Bhuyias (or 
Purans) and Kurmi Mali tos, has up to dato bocn rather avoided by the vmhajan 
proper, oxcept for an occasional Tell, as a place of residence. Fuit her south in 
Mourbhanj, the SontbalB account for 30 per cdnt. of the population. 

33. It is difbcult to state tho age of the Sonthal occupation of this 
distuct, but it is certainly verv old. Many of the Sonthals have no idea 
whence they came originally. The Revd. A. L Ken nan reports that the 
Lralgnrli Raja said that the Sonthals were thero before his ancestors arrived, 
four hundred years ago. Ho also reports that Bengalis he has consulted 
have been unanimous in their opinion that the Sonlhals preceded them 
in the cultivation of most of their lands. It seems ceitain that the Dikkus 
came after tho Sonthals. However that may be, the physical aspect of 
the country, the large proportion of aborigines and semi-aborigines m tho 
Jungle Mahals, and tho fact that it is they who have reclaimed the 
jungle, all combine to throw the burden of proof on the Djkku of proving 
that ho was thero first. And, so far as *1 am aware, except, and that only 
possibly, in tho case of the zamindars and their immediate entouinge, there is 
no evidenco available of the same. In the extreme north-west tho leclumation 
of the wilder portions is more recent. 

34 As a rule the Sontluils aie tl o clearers of the villages in which they are 
the mum cultivating population, but this is no cutonon south of the Subarna- 
reklia There frequently one aboriginal tnbo makes the village, leaves it, and 
anothei takes their place For example, Daikuli was originally made by 
Bhuniijcs, but they left, tho village, because they thought there was an evil 
spirit in it, giving place to a few Sonthals, Fans and Kurmis In Koknmuua 
the oiigmal Sonthals were leplaced by Bbumijes, tmd after them other Sonthals 
came into the village. As m Bankura, a few villages wore found in tho north¬ 
west, which were practically depopulated of the original Sonthals in the great 
fnmuio of I8b5-G6, and other Sonthals have now taken their place In the north 
Tantis, Komars, Gorains, iihogtas (Bhuiyas) and Kurmis arc found living in 
the same villuges as Sonthals South of the Subarnarokha cultivating Klienas 
and Fans must be added to this list These Fans, who call themselves Ferns 
or Tam aria Tantis, and are of a much lighter Bhade of coloui than either the 
Sonthal or the Bhumij, can talk the Sonthal language just as the Bliumij can , 
and m villages wheie the thiee tribes congregate together they converse together 
amicably in Ssnthali, though both the Fan and the Bhumij have a language of 
their own. 

30. A Btnking feature of Garhbeta and the areas nearer the plains parti¬ 
cularly, Jam bam (thana Jhargram) and of Nayagrarn (thana Gopiballabhpur) is 
the large labouring population, who to their knowledge nevci had any laud of 
their own. In the other areas also villages arc to bo found containing ahnost a 
purely labouring population or only l hag it cultivators. Mr. Gregson estimates 
that Oo per cent, of iho Sonthals now belong to tne labouring population in this 
district. Though this figure is probably exaggerated and is moie applicable to 
middle northern area, it is valuable as indicating the impiession received by 
one who has been acquainted with the Sonthals m the northern portion of the 
district for very many years. 

30. TIlo Jungle Mahals are divided amongst largo land-owners, of whom 
some of the chief eto the Midnupoie Zamindaii Company m Garhbeta and 
Salbani, and in the large pargauu of Silda, winch accounts tor almost tho whole 
of the area weht of the Kooye in Binpur , the Ramgarli and LuJgaih Rajas cast of 
the Kosye in Binpur, the Raja of Jhargram m the Jhargram Pargana, which 
covotb the greater part of the Jhargram thana*; the Mahaiaja of Mourbhanj who 
owns Nayabasan and Rohini m Gopiballabhpur, and the Nawab of Murshidabud 
*n the parganas of Nayagrarn and Kholirgram in the east of Gopib&llahhpur 
Thn south of the area diffeis very widely from the districts of Bankura 

r 2 
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and Birblium, in that the mahajan does not play such an important part as an 
intermediate propnetor 

37. Nayabasan and Rohxni Estates (ihana Goptballabhpur ) —The figures 
below give the distribution of the villages amongst the diffeient classes of popu¬ 
lation according to the record-of-rights recently prepared:— 
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38. In Rohim the aboriginal population is not nearly bo dense as south 
of the River Subaianarekha in Nayabasan, wiiere on the Mourbhanj border 
it generally exceeds 90 per cent, of the total village population. 

The following figures show the different classes of raiyats according to 
the record-of-rights recently prepared for Rohim and Nayabasan 
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From the figures obtained from the record-of-righls, it would appear 
that there are few laboureis in the villages ; as a matter of fact, villagers, 
at oil events from the more northern quaiter, who have not sufficient cultiva¬ 
tion, regularly gooff and labour in the plains. That there are only a few 
labourers in the villages who possess only homestead land, is due to the fact 
that both in this pargana of Nayabasan and particularly in the neighbouring 
State of Mourbhunj there ape still jungles, ready to be cleared for cultivation. 
There is therefore every opportunity for the Sonthal of continuing his heredi¬ 
tary occupation of clearing the jungle, and he need not be reduced altogether to 
the position of a labourer yet in this area. 
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39. The Sonthal population in Balaeore is mainly confined to the area in 
the permanently-settled pargnna Fatehabad, which adjoins Monrbhanj and the 
Nayagram Mahal in Midnapore, in the extreme north-east corner of the dis¬ 
trict. Thirty-four of the Sonthal Tillages are to be found in this pargana The 
Tillages are mostly small, containing from six to eight houses, and the lands 
are poor. 


CHAPTER III. 

Thk Sonthal Headman and the. Sonthal Communal Ststsm. 

{Terms of the Reference No. II.) 

40. The Sonthal headman system.— Before going into detail in this 
matter, it seemB necessary briefly to explain first of all the nature of 
the Sonthal communal and headman system. When the parent Tillage 
is over-crowded Sonthals prospect in the jungles for fresh land to 
cultivate. They then find out the zamiudar of the particular patch of 
jungle they want to clear or have cleared in anticipation of sanction, and an 
arraugement as to rent is made through tho headman or Manjhi, who is 
appointed for this purpose. Thereafter all arrangements as to rent are made 
through this Manjhi, who is ordinarily in no way a tenure-holder, but merely 
the person through whom the collective rents of the villages are paid. The 
villagers formerly used to parcel out the Jadd amongst themselves into reks y and 
to appoint certain village office bearers, who each received a small amount of 
rent-free land, generally called man land, for the duties he had to perform. 
These seveu, including the Manjhi, formed the village committee for the 
performance of all village business, internal, external and spiritual, or home, 
foreign and ecclesiastical. They were and are— 

* The Manjhi. —The headman of the village. He represents the village 
in its relations with outsiders. 

The Paramck or Paramanick —The headman’s assistant. 

The fog-Manjhi. The master of ceremonies in dances, weddings, etc. 
He is also the moral censor of the village. 

The Jog-Paranick or Jog-Paramantck # —A deputy jog-roanjhi. 

The Natki. —The village priest. 

The Kudam Natki. —A deputy village priest. His dully is to ward off 
evil spirits by offering up his own blood, scratched' from his arm 
and mixed with rice. 

The G or ait or Kolal. —-The village messenger Of peon. 

All these officials are not however found in every district, as J shall show, 
in dealing with each district. 

41. But wbove the Manjhie of different villages, there is a Pergauait, 
generally the representative of the original leader of the Sonthals to any 
particular locality. lie decides social question* and matters of caste, in 
consultation with the different Man)hia. He is assisted by a deputy known 
as a Desh-Manihi. The fines he inflicts frequently take the form of a supply 
of rice-beer, it should be quite unnecessary to mention that the village 
communal system is an essential part of the Sonthal national life. The Sonthal 
does not regard •himself as a separate unit, but as part and parcel of the 
village community whose head and representative with tho outside world, is the 
Manjhi. In uTiioa is strength ; and when the landlord ceases to take his rent 
through the Manjhi and recognises each Sonthal as a separate a raiyat, the 
first and most important step in the disintegration of the communal system 
has taken place. In all the arcus under report, the existence of man land, 
except in isolated cases, is now practically defunct. In this chapter therefore 
a village will be referred io as intact, if the Sonthals still pay rent through 
the Manjhi or headman, to whom a receipt is given for the total of the rents 
of the village. As the incidents of the Sonthal headman system differ in 
different areas, this single definition of it will suffice in the first instance. The 
headman’s profit used to consist of his man land, and the rents for excess 

• This inn|«Dant is tikes from " The Tribes tad Cutes of Bengei". 
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cultivation of waste-lands. But when a village is even now intact, very little 
profit is, as a role, made by the headman from the waste lands. In a broken 
village all the refits are paid direct to the landlord. The establishment of 
Manjhi, Jog-Man]hi, etc , will be referred to as the Sonthal village or communal 
system. 

BLHBHUM. 

42. Mampur Udi Subdivision ,—In the year 1871 there were vague rumours 
of discontent amongst tho So nth ala. Nothing happened, beyond a panio 
amongst tho Bengalis. But Mr. T. T. Allen, who was thou Magistrate of 
Birbhum, toured amongst the Sonthals, and finally submitted a report to 
Government in which lie showed that the Sonthals were the objects of oppres¬ 
sion by the zamindar and the mahajan in every possible way. Nothing appears 
to have been done 1 till 1*181, wlion a measurement of the Sonthal area was 
inaugurated and an attempt made to bring the zamindars to terms, particularly 
in the matter of rents, by threatening that their lands would be transferred 
to tbc Sonthal Parganas. This settlement is "known as Babu Bhuban Mohan 
Raha’s settlement, and his final report was submitted in 188 r l. He measured 
169 villages, very nearly all of the Sonthal hamlots in tho Kam pur Hut sub¬ 
division. He had no power to fix rents, but he was authorised to try and get 
tho zamindars to settle the villages through a headman called a Mostagir with 
the Sonthals at reasonable rents He was successful m the case of 81 villages 
out of 1C9; the notable exceptions were. Ball Mohan Singh of Gopalpur in 
Murarai and the Mohant of Mollarpur. The result was that the zamindars 
who accepted the proposals, gave leases to the Mostagirs foi seven years, 

43. The benefits that accrued to the Sonthals were according to the 
Settlement Report — 

li (a) The holding of each raiyat has been accurately measured, defined 
and recorded in the measurement papers, and tho annual 
amount of rent payable by him has been in most cases fixed 
at tho Sonthal Parganas ratos. Thoro ib thcrefoio now no fear 
of arbitrary enhancement or rent or ejectment The lea^e is 
to run for seven years, commencing from the first day of the 
current Bengali year 1289. 

(5) After the expiration of the lease, there will be a new settlement ; 
' and until that is accomplished, either by mutual agreement 
or by the intervention of the Court, the Manjhi and bis raiyats 
Will continue to pay the jam* now fixed 

(c) All illegal cesses and abwabs have been abolished, and cesses which 

the Manihia and tho raiyats will henceforth have to pay will 
bo tho Road and Public Works cesses, and any other cess which 
the Government may hereafter impose. The system of bhst 
begar or free labour hitherto supplied by the ,Sonthala to the 
land-holders has also boon abolished. 

(d) Every headman or Manjhi of the village haB been supplied with a 

rent-roll under my seal and signature, showing the names of 
hiB raiyats, the quantities of lands of different kinds held by 
each, the rates at which the lands have been assessed, and the 
total rent payable by each man. The Sonthals will not have 
to pay the Manjhi a farthing in excess of the amount 
specified rn this paper. 

(e) Waste lands reclaimed by the Sonthal raiyats during the term of the 

lease will be assessed at half-rates, and the other half lates 
remitted. 

(/) The Manjhi or headman did not* hitherto enjoy rent-free or man 
lands, and ho will therefore, as his remuneration for collection 
duty, get from the land-holder a commission at 6£ per cent of 
the mpney realized, plus the half-rates which the Sonthal raiyats 
will have to pay for waste lands brought into cultivation, he 
will also during the continuance of the lease enjoy rent-free 
waste lands which he may himBelf reclaim. It will bo thus 

* tnc Probably * olenctl error The records show the existence of mas lands. The 
"not" should be omitted. 
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Been that daring the term of the lease (seven years) the land¬ 
holder will not get a farthing for waste-lands brought into 
cultivation. 

{g) To the headman and raiyats has been secured the right of cutting 
grass and brushwood for domestic purposes free. 

(A) The Southals will have the ront-free enjoymeut of the fruits of the 
trees planted by themselves or their ancestors. The right 
of cutting theso trees for building purposes has also been 
secured to them. 

(a The Sonthals price highly mahua fruits and flowers, and the rent-free 
possession of these has been secured to them. They will 
not however have the power of cutting these trees without 
the permission of the landholders. 

0 ) Sonthals hitherto enjoyed rent-free possession of homestead lands. 

Tins privilege has been retaiued to them by the present 
arrangom ent. ’ ’ 

44. The status of the headman is to a certain extent that of a temporary 
tenure-holder, and such he haB been held to be by the Courts, J 


I 


Yillagb 

'oS 

a 

a 

l *o . 

6 Si. 

JO> 

■ 

Number of Sontbal 
Tillages examined 

Number now intact 

Number now broken 

Murarai 

• as 

35 

33 

18 

15 

Nnlhati 


44 

40 

20 

20 

Rani|)ur liit 

* 

80 

67 

25 

42 

Maureswar. 

• »• 

44* 

35 

7t 

28 

Total 

• «« 

203 

175 

70 

105 


II 


Number of Sonthal vil¬ 
lages of which settle¬ 
ment was offeoted with 
a headman by Dabu 
Bhuban Mohan RitV^ 
11881-83). 

81 

69 

| 42 

27 

Ntftnbcr of villages mea¬ 
sured, of whioh settle¬ 
ment was not affeoted 
b> Babu Bhuban 

Mohan B&ha. 

88 

75 

19 

66 

Total 

169 

144 

61 

83 


neliered to be an under-entinmte 

t Includes five in which Lho Southall pay rent eeparntclv- to 

ona proprietor and through a headman to another. P J ° 

n 45 ‘ I h i i ? Wc 8tat ? mc , nto 8how the numbers of intact and broken 

m teoTm ^ of Statement II are included 

IB the 303 in ibtatemeut I. The moat valuable result is obtainable from State. 

ment II, and that is that at the least one-third of the villairos n k 

Bhuban Mohan Raba m 1882, and at the W ?W WuL tf8£*££h 

were measured by him but not settled, are now broken n 

not *3] 10llel ! “ 88 TiUa «r e8 tho settlement of the Deputy Collector was 
ot accepted, yet m some cases, e in the case of the villages of Lall Mohan 
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Singh, the proprietors appear to haye made each settlements with Mostagire, 
but at their own rates or rent. The Mostagixi system also still existed at the 
time in a number of these villages. But the Mohant of Mollarpur, who owned 
32 of them, coveted their khas possession, and he proceeded to break down 
the system by bringing rent Buits against the MoBtagirs for arrears of rent and 
turning them out. According to the Sonthals, he did not always employ this 
procedure, but merely evicted them. Finally, the relations between the Mohant 
and his tenants became so strained, that a settlement of his estate under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act was ordered. This was carried into effect by Munahi 
Nundji who submitted his report in 1893. No attempt was made to reintro¬ 
duce the Mostagiri system in this estate, but fair rents, as will be shown 
later, were settled. 

47. it will bo observed that two of the essential features of the Sonthal 
beadman system in this area are—firstly, the purely temporary nature of the 
headman’s light; and, secondly, the mutability of tho rent. 

48. Broken Villages —In many cases the method by which the village 
came* to be broken was unknown. It is therefore impossible to divide the 
broken villages into classes satisfactorily. The number of villages which have 
been broken by being sold up for rent is certainly large. No less than 
18 such villages were counted, besides tho 32 villages of the Mohant of 
Mollarpur, tho majority of which, Munshi Nundji states in his settlement 
report, were sold up for arrears of rent. The notes recorded during the 
enquiry on this area show that, according to the Sonthal, a fair number of 
villages were resumed, but they also show that, where the zamindar’s agent 
could give a roliable explanation, they were actually Bold up for arrears of 
rent- Salbani (Murarai), for instance, was settled with a Moslagir, who died 
leavin ; a minor. According to the Sonthal, the zamindar Bimply resumed tho 
village, as a matter of fact it was subsequently sold up for arrears of rent, 
and a settlement made with a mahajan. At rent sales the proprietor generally 
purchases the village. There is thus very litLle evidence to show that thoso 
proprietors who accepted Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha’s settlement have done 
much in the way of deliberate resumption, though in a few cases the system 
has broken down, because at the end of tho lease the rent was raisea; the 
Mostagir could not pay the increased rent, and the village was either resumed 
or sold up. 

49. To tho temporary nature of the headman’s right must be attributed 
the fact that only 13 cases have been counted in which the mahajan has 
bought the villages privately or in an auction sale for a money-decree, within 
recent years. But on going deep enough into the circumstances of all 
tho villages, it will be found that in a large number the breakage is initially 
due to the mahajan . For example, at Karangdih [vide Appendix 1(a), No, IIIj 
the bieakago was due to the fact that the Bhagats had so involved the Sonthals 
in debt as to lead to tho village being sold up for arrears of rent. The Bhagats 
subsequently got a lease of the village. In some cases the proprietors are also 
mahajans, like the Muliiuti Babus. They have obtained direct possession of a 
number of villages after mahajam transactions with the Sonthals. 

50. Intact villages .—The most notable exawplo of a proprietor who has 
kept his villages intact is Babu P. C. Pando of Pakour. He has also maintained 
the rent fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha. Another example is P. C. Chau- 
dhun, but rents have been largely mcieased. Generally, at the termination of 
the lease, a fresh measurement is made by the proprietor before granting a 
fresh lease at a higher rate. In some cases rent is paid by each Sonthal separ¬ 
ately for the new lands, while the rent for the original land is paid jointly to 
the Mostagir. In the case of a few villages tho Sonthals pay rent through a 
Mostagir jointly to one set of proprietors, but individually to another. 

51. Commission, —Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha fixed the headman’s commis 
sion at one anna in the rupee paid by the proprietor. This is still paid in 
some cases, though by no means in all* In the patlas recently granted by 
P. C. Ohaudhuri no mention of it is made. In a few cases also the mvstagirs 
say they get commission from their raiyats also. 

62. 1 1 llage system. —The Sonthal village system is full of vigour in this 

subdivision. In the Rampur H&t thana there is a perganait, Durga Manjhi, 
who exercises a great deal of influence over the people. To him a reference has 


Pige 1. 
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already been made. In smell villages the village officials have to doable their 
parts; and in villages where there has been a large amount of dispossession 
some of the officials have oeased to exist, as in Tetilbandi where there is no 
Paraniok or Jog-Manjhi. Man land has practically oeased te exist. 


Sm>ar Subdivision. 


Village. 

1 

_ 

Number of Sou- 
thal villages. 

Number 

examined. 

Number found 
intaot. 

Number found 
broken 

Mohammad Bazar 

••• 

26 

17 

6 

12. 

Bajnagar 

• a * 

63 

65 

10 1 

45 

Bolpur 

e • ■ 

• 

37 

| 37 

| (Head man system never existed ) 


53. The headman has the right of letting out waste-lands, and even now 
holds man lands in the Rindagar villages. Out of the 72 villages examined 
in Mohammad Bazar and Kajnagar, 17 villages were counted in which tho 
mustagirt right was known to have been sold to a mahajan ; 16 others were 
counted in which tho right had either been sold up for arrears of rent 
or had been resumed by the landlord. For the rest it was unknown how 
the breakage had oomo about. It may be presumed that the mahajan is mainly 
responsible. Some of these villages were settled in tho Burdwan Khas Mahal 
settlement in the early nineties, and the Mostagir was then recorded as a raiyat, 
and the other Sonthals as under-raiyats. Cases have been found [vide Kusum- 
kandor Appendix 1(a), No. XVI] of half of tbe right of the collection of rents 
being Bold to a mahajan . 


BANKTJRA. 


I. 


Tbtana. 


Number of 
Sonthal 
villages 
(approxi¬ 
mate) . 

. 

Number of 
villages 
examined. 

Number 

found 

intact. 

Number 

found 

broken 

Bankura (including Chhatna).., 

145 

Unknown 

Nil 

All believed to 

Gongajalghati (including Sal- 
tora) .«• «m 

90 

Do. 

3 

be broken 
(145). 

Practically all 
(87) 

24 

Indpore (outpost) .. 

• •• 

56 

32 

8 

SkhfttlA ••• 


125 

64 

20 

64 

Raipur ... 

Simlapal (outpost) 


475 

202 

26 

176 

• • • 

119 

84 

29 

65 

On da 

• •• 


22 

Nil 

22 

Taldangxa (outpost) 

see 

100 

71 

29 

42 

• 

Total 

• •• 


• sees s 

115 

615 


II. 


Estate. 

Shysmsandarpur, Baja Sir 


tiyamsundarpur, Baja Sir Sourindra Mohan ( 
Thakur (Court of Wards) m Raipur ... | 


(Court of Wards) m Khatra 
Gisborne & Co. (Raipur) 

* Including one portly undar a Bonth&l VutUl. 



Number of 

Year. 

villages with a 
Souths! MandaL 

1892 

14 

1909 

10 

1884 

4 

1909 

1 

1884 

19 

1909 

2* 
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54. In these statements all villages in which the Sonthal headman of the 
village, whatever his proprietory right is, pays the rent of the village, have 
been classed as intact. In this district the Sonthal headman system is merged 
in the Mandali system, common to all castes and tribes. According to this 
system, the Mandal who is the representative of the original clearers of the 
village, collects the rent of the village for the rent receiver and receives some 
service land in exchange It is practically confined to the south western 
portion of the district, particularly to the thanas of Raipur and Khatra. It 
ceased to exist very long ago in Chhatna. But in the south-west it hm» 
become transferable, heritable and divisible The eervioe land where it 
exists amongst the Sonthals is not generally recognised us remuneration for the 
headman’s seivice in collecting rent, but as remuneration for the services 
peifoimod by the Manjhi m the Sonthal villageBystom. Occasionally, however 
the Mandal Fibb to pay a nominal rent called panehak to the landlord for his 
tnj jote lands, wheiever a separate settlement hns been made regarding these 
lands at the same time as the settlement of the tillage. No authentic cases of 
recent resumption of the Mandali right by a landlord have been discovered. 
Under the heading of intact villages, besides the Mandali tenure, other tenures 
have been entered when there is one rent-payer for the village. 

55. These are :— 

(1) Mokurrari or darmokarran tenures. —In such cases a rent is fixed 

in porpetuity, and some salami has to be paid. For example 
some land in Kendbunc in Indporo was let out at a rental of 
Rs. 18-12 in 1688, tor which salami of Rs. 75 had to be paid. 
There was also an arrangement in the patta that 18 carts of 
wood, valued at Re. 1-2, should be supplied by the Sonthal per 
annum. 'J here is no jungle now, and the price of wood having 
gone up, the proprietor now wants Rs. 18 a year instead of 
Ko 1-2. In the same hamlet some other sharers (proprietors) 
have given a damiokw art lease to the Sonthals, m winch there 
is an atrangemont that one seer of ghee should be paid annually 
in addition to the rent Where a patta has been givon jointly 
in the name of all the Sonthals, sometimes each pay their rents 
separately. 

(2) Jangalhurx tenures .—In such a case proprietors let out the jungle for 

clearing on progressive rates of rout, only a nominal or no rent 
being charged in the first instance. 

(3) Jamat or fote tenure .—This is a hereditary and transferable tenure, 

of land given to the Sonthals for the purposes of cultivation. 
Sometimes it is given to a numbor of Sonthals in a village jointly* 

(4) GhaUoali tenure —Only one or two Sonthal Ghatwali tenures have 

been found. 

In some cases a portion of the tenure is panchaht i.e , granted on a nominal 
for rent services rendered. 

50. Broken villages —In a very large proportion of the villages, it was 
impossible to discover how the system under which the Sonthals used to pay 
through a Mandal to the proprietor came to be broken. It waB admitted by all 
the old men that the system was once universal. In Raipur, where I examined 
110 villages, I found that 47 villages had been broken by sales to mahajans t 
but thoro was reason to believe that in the majority of other cases the village 
had been broken in the same way, because there was such a large number 
of mahajan proprietors, eg , Goberda in the Appendix I No. VIII. Only 

seven of these 110 were known to have been sold np for rent. A small propor¬ 
tion have been sold for money decrees. A hamlet of Mayurlachna was sold in 
execution of a decree for the value of the large trees the Sonthals had cut. 
Two cases in Raipur were found of the Manjhi having sold his right to a Sunri 
liquor vendor, on accouot of debts incurred at the liquor shop. In a few cases, 
hko Pacham, the Manjhi had employed a Dikku to oolleot his rents for him, 
and the latter had subsequently obtained possession of the village. Even 
now, os m Badla, the Sonthals, who still retain an eleven-anna share of the 
village, maintain a Sunn muharnr to collect the rents. They pay him Rs. 
a year, and he gets 4 pice m the rupee of rent from the parjas or raiyatc. 
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Considering the nature of the Mandali tenure, it often happens that only 
a share is sold to a mahajan, and the raiy&ts in the other shares still pay rent 
to the Sonthal holders of these shares. But oocasionally there would be a diffi¬ 
culty because the mahajan would then consider the whole village had been 
sold and would proceed to take possession. In one instance in Saldohra the 
other Sonthal a managed to obtain the shares again through the Civil Court, 
but they had to transfer these very shares to the mahajans who had financed 
them in the case. In a number of cases the headman lost his right at the time 
of the great famine of 1865-60. In Taldangra, I am informed, the headman's 
raiyats are regarded as under-raiyats. 

57. In broken villages the Sonthals cultivate in the following tenures — 

(1) Jamat or jote right. —This is really a raiyati right. It is either 

permanent (cktiosthir or maurusi\ temporary ( mtyadi ) or verbal 
(mukhjabam ). 

(2) Mokurrari right held at a rent fixed »#i perpetuity.- - Occasionally 

individual Sonthals or individual groups of Sonthals are given a 
mokurrari lease of a small portion or chak or jungle. 

3) “ Sajhai ” on a produce The origin is generally a sale of the 

tenant's raiyati right to a mahajan , who again resettles it at a 
higher produce rent [vide Ledliapokur and Harnagurni in the 
Appendix I (A), Nos IX and XXV]. The amount of produce is 
definitely fixed. 

(4) 11 Bhagti —The produce is divided between the landlord and tenant, 

generally in equal shares. The ongin is frequently the same as m 
the case of sajhai In Onda, however, it is reported that the Son¬ 
thals have cultivated lands bhagti ever since they had been there. 

(5) <l Kurfa ” as an undcr-raiyat 

58. Compared with the total number of broken villages examined, the 
number of intact villages is small. This number is, however, much larger than 
a settlement would disclose, because in a settlement a number of those intact 
hamlets which are generally small, would be classed together as ono village, this 
could not operate to the same extent in the broken villages, as these are more 
often revenue rnauz&s. 

59 The figures in Statement II on page 17 are interesting as showing the 
fall in the number of intact villages in selected estates. During recent yeais this 
fall is most marked in the estate of Messrs. Gisborne and Company in Raipur. 

The transfer of the Mandali right has expedited the dispossession of the 
Sonthals. Before the transfer of this right, transfei* of tenants' rights also 
frequently occui in a village , but when it is broken, the mahajan becomes 
the landlord and sees to it that he is the tenant’s chief mahajan f with the result 
that in the end he obtains almost all the best lands in the village. 

60. The village system. —The Sonthal village system shows little or no signs 
of breaking d^wu. In every village five at least of the different officials, are 
to be found, unless another post is temporanly i vacant. The two ofiicials 
that are not always found are the Jog-Paramck and the Kudam-Naiki. The 
first, the Jog-Paranick, in some areas m the south-west is quite unknown, 
and his office has never been heard of The second, the Kudam-Naiki, 
generally performs the work of four or five villages. In. Chhatna it is reported 
that the Paranick is also rare 

Occasionally there io plurality of officers. It is not uncommon to find that 
the Manjhi is also the Naiki of the village , this is generally the case in Chhatna 
Regarding the village system in Bankura, the ltev. G. E. Woodfoid, of the 
Wesleyan Mission at Surenga, writos; “ It is exceedingly tenacious of life, and 
not likely, in my opinion, to disappear altogether. The village officials still 
hold sway in the Sonthal villages of this area,, even where the Morels (Manduls 
or Manjnis) no longer own the village lands, and where the khem lands 
have passed out of the hands of the officials But this village system is so 
intimately associated with the social and religious customs of the people dint 
it is practically impossible for it to disappear altogether so long bb the Smitnal 
race retains any individuality at all.” These i© marks were endoised at every 
point by the results of the present enquiry. Originally man, or as they are 
•called in Bankura k/am, lands existed in every village. With the 



20 


UDBAFOBB-^The Sonthal Headman System. 


disappearance of the headman’s right to collect rents in the Tillage! these 
8ei vico lands hare m the majority of cases disappeared, and are not even to be 
found in intact villages. The most common that still remain are the Goraiti 
and Naiki service lands, but there are a few intact villages where the majority 
still exist. In Kona in Raipur all the khem lands, except that of the Jog- 
Manjhi still existed. In Khatra and Raipur, so I am informed, the 
Perganaitte jurisdiction is co-terminous with that of the thana; it is certainly 
the case with Khatra. In Khatra also the Perganait has a chakladar to help 
him; he is apparently the Perganait’s gorait or messenger. Both the 
Peiganaits of Khatra and Raipur are young men of very little apparent 
influence at present. 

MLDNAPOBE 

61. The conditions and incidents of the headman system in Midnapore 
vary not only from thana to thana, but from estate to estate, and it is only in 
the Raja of Ramgarh’s property that it still exists to any great extent. 
Elsewhere* it has almost disappeared, or has been entirely broken down by 
the proprietors. The following remarks show the condition of affairs in oacn 
thana, so far as the principal estates are concerned. 

62 Thana Bmpur (Bilda ).—In the Silda pargana, accounting for the greater 
pait of the thana of Bmpur west of the river Kosye, the Midnapoie Zamindan 
Company report that 38 villages out of 918 are held by Sonthal Mandate, which 
is almost one-cighth of the number it ought to be. The trouble of the Sonthals 
began when Graiigaram JJutt acquired the palm right is this pargana. He 
purchased the Mandali right of cortain Sonthals by rent decrees lie sub¬ 
sequently leased the pottm right in the estate to Messrs. Watson and Company 
The tehsildar9 of the estates purchased the Mandali rights privately or m rent 
sales, then other money-lenders appeared on the scene and aoquired the 
Mandali lights of the Sonthals. The incidents of the Mandali system are 
generally the same as those prevailing in the south of Bankura, hereditary, 
divisible and transferable, sometimes perpetual and sometimes limited to a 
term of years. The new creations aie now generally limited to a term of 
years. The Mandal is called either a Pradhan, Mandal or Manjhi. There are 
however a few caBcs of villages in which the Mandali right is not transferable. 
Out of 30 villages I examined, 15 had been broken on account of debts incurred 
by the Mandali family , four or five had been sold up for arrears of rent; in 
the rest it was not very clear how it occurred. 

63. Binpur (. Ramgarh ) —The condition of affairs in the north of the thana, 
east of the Kosye, in the Raja of Ramg&rh’a estate, is quite different. Here 
the Mandali right in tho village is not divisible, and the Mandal has learnt to 
make a profit from the rents. Occasionally the Raja re-measures the village 
and brings a suit for enhancement of rent. A compromise on the total rent of 
the village is made, and the Sonthal is left with a profit. The position of the 
Mandal is practically that of a tenure-holder. He nominally holds a certain 
amount of his land rent-free, but all these lands are practically bo. 1 Maulvi Saiyid 
Muhammad Nasiruddin found 50 villages out of 69 he investigated intact in 
this area, and he assigns this large pioportion to the fact that the Mandate 
make a profit on their collections. Considering that a profit must form a 
bait for the mahajans , this does not appear to be a very satisfactory reason. 
But as I did not go into this area, I refrain from hazarding a more satisfactory 
explanation. 

64. Binpur ( Lalgarh ).—In the Lalgarh Estate, in the south of this area, 
west of the Kosye, the villages are practically all broken. 

65. Thana Garhbela .—In this thana the Mandali system goes under the 
n°me of aimadari, but no village was found in which a Sonthal now possesses 
this right. The incidents of the aimadari tenure are practically the same as 
those of junglebari tenures, subject to no rent or a small quit-rent for the first 
few years, and then to a fixed or a progressive rbnt; heritable, transferable 
and uniesuinable. In almost all the Tillages the Sonthal’s right as an aimadar 
ceased to exist 40 or 50 years ago. 

Maulvi Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddin examined 188 Sonthal villages in this 
area with the following results: In 120 villages there were once Sonthal 

• I hire no information regarding the Jhargram Estate. 
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Mandals or Aimadars; in _ 35 of these the Sonthal Mandal had sold his right to 
defray his debts; in 54 it is unknown how the right ceased to exist ; in 0 it 
was surrendered; and in 19 others it was said to have to been forcibly taken 
away. In 22 villages, Sonthals were found to be the sole occupants of their 
hamlets, bnt holding no land. 

In 32 other villages, the Sonthals in the village had individually taken 
settlements of patches of jungle from the Dikiiu aimadar for the purpose of 
reclamation^ In eight villages the Sonthals cultivate the lands, made by them, 
bhagti ; and in six others some of the Sonthals hold raiyati lands. 

66. Thana Salbani. —The Mandal in this area goes by the name of iiaradar. 
A lease of the village is given for a short term of years. No Sonthal iiaradar 
was found in any Sonthal village, except one amongst those examined by 
Maulvi Syed Muhammad Naziruddin. In 50 homogeneous villages he 
examined, he found 11 in which the ijara had passed to a mahajan for the 
Sonthal's debts, and four in which it had been sold up for arrears of rent; m 
the remainder it was not dean how the right had ceased to exist. The Sonthal 
ijaradar practically ceased to exist many years ago. 

In 17 other villages examined, it was alleged that the Sonthals had never 
had a Sonthal ijaradar; in 12 others the Sonthal cultivators had not made the 
lands of the village. There are a few villages containing only Sonthal labourers 
or bhagti cultivators. 

67. Thana Jhargram (Jambani) —There are 20 Sonthal villages which are 
more or leBskomogeneouB, of these, nine are still hold by Sonthal Mandals. The 
Mandal right is not divisible. The Mandal has no rent-free lands, but he gets 
a profit of 3 annas per bigha on each raiyat’s holding. When the Mandal’s 
rent is increased, he proportionately increases the rent of each raiyat. 

There are 30 other villages here in which Sonthals live, but the latter are 
labourers. It is reported that not more than 40 per cent, of them have got any 
lands. 

68. Thana Gopiballabhpur .—In this thana the Mandali right appears to 

have been almost purely that of a collector of rents, and in places almost re- 
sumable at will. It correspo nds m ore c losely tp^ the headman system of the 
Sontha l Parganas . — ' ' - - - 

69. Nayabasan and ifoAifit.—In these parganas the village headman goes by 

the name of Pradhan. The tenure is regarded as hereditary, and the Pradhairs 
remuneration for collecting the rents of the village is 12^ per cent, on the 
collections. It is not divisible, nor is it transferable. "The following figures 
show how the Pradhani tenure has fared since 1291 P 883-84) in Nayabasan, 
and since 1299 (1891-92) in Hohmi •— r ~ 
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The following u an account of the decrease in numbers of the aboriginal 
Pradhans in Nayabasan given by Baba. Rampada Chatterji:— 

<4 The Pradhan was a middle-man between the proprietor and the cultiva¬ 
tor. The latter used to pay rent to the Pradhan who was responsible to tho 
proprietor for the rent of the entire village. For the collection of the rent and 
for calling the tenants, the Pradhan had a village officer called a Kotal . He 
was a seivant of the Pradhan. His pay used to be deducted from the gross 
rent of the village. Twelve and-a-half per cent, of the net collection, after 
this deduction, was the Pradhan’a remuneration. 

** In 1288 Amli (1880-81) Raja Krishna Chandra Bhanj Deo, the father of 
of the present Maharaja of M our bhanj, the proprietor of this estate, in view 
of a general settlement of Nayabasan proper, called a large number of 
influential tenants of the pargana and took the signatures of about 700 of 
them on an agreement, by which these people bound themselves to allow 
measurement to bo made and a settlement done of Nayabasan proper (as 
distinguished from Roluni). This agreement was not registered owing to the 
death or absence of a few of the executants. In pursuance of this agreement a 
measurement was made in 1289 of the 499 villages under report. But m 
that year the Raja died. His son, the present Maharaja, was then a minor. 
The estate was taken under the Court of Wards, and Babu Kali Narayan 
Ray, Manager under the Court of Words, made a settlement and prepared a 
jamabandt m 1291 (1833-S4). Tins settlement was confirmed owing to the Board 
of Revenue This settlement was for 15 years. It expired in 1899-1900. 
By this settlement, the rents of individual raiyats were determined by apply¬ 
ing the rules agreed upon in the agreement of 1288 Amh t upon tho area found 
by the measuiement of 1289 Amli, according to tho different classes of soil. 
The villa go asset was then determined. From it, the pay of the village officers, 
expenses for tlie worship of village deities, etc., were deducted, and of the net 
amount thus found 12 * per cent, (and m exceptional cases 15 per cent.) was 
granted as Pradhani allowance and a settlement was made in the majority 
of cast's with tho Pradhan, who was granted a copy of tho abstract jamabandt 
showing the area and rent of each tenant, with instructions to collect according 
to it Tho office of tho Pradhan was hereditary ; but when he died without 
leaving a deserving heir, or when he relinquished the office, the estate was 
at liberty to make khas collection or to appoint a new Pradhan. 

u ln 1900, on the expiry of tho above settlement, tho proprietor wanted to 
revise the settlement But ihe Pradhans and the tenants were not willing to 
allow it Various com plications arose out of the imprudence and want of 
sympathy of the local officeis of tho estate. A great combination of the 
Pradhans and the tenants took place. Lawlessness prevailed. Tho old 
Manager was lccalled Babu Puma Chandra Mitter, a retired Judicial officer, 
was appointed Managei. With lus willingness to do justice to all parties, 
and with tho active mtei vention of the Collector and Commissioner, order was 
at length lestored This eventually gave occasion to the’inception of tho 
present Buivcy arid Settlement operation. 

u In 1904 the Manngor publicly announced that be was willing to accept 
kabuhyatx from ihe Piadhans and the tenants who would come to terms 
But most of them d* ciled m favour of khas collection. 1 cannot do better 
than quote from Mr. J. II. Kerr’s letter (while Collector of Midnapore) 
to the Commissioner, No. 223Ch., dated 25th October 1904 .— 

“ ‘ At about 3 p.M. a crowd of aomo 300or 400people assembled, including 
about 60 Pradhan'*, and said they had decided that it would bo best that the 
Pradhani system should be abolished, aud that they would raise no objection if 
the Raj made direct collections fiom the raiyats 1 closely questioned 45 of the 
Pradhans individual^, including all the leaders of the melie , but they adhered 
to their declaration I warned them of the important and far-reaching effect 
of their decision, and I am satisfied that they thoroughly understood the 
position and were acting voluntarily 

“ The reason assigned by Mr. Kerr is detailed in paragraph 5 of the above 
letter. It runs thus — 

“ ‘ Owing to the attitude assumed by the leaden of the Pradhans, it is not 
any easy matter to decide what the real reason is, but I think the atefry 
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told by the smaller men gives the key of the situation. Several of them 
said that they had no influence over the raiy&ts, and that the trouble of 
collecting rents was not worth the 15 per cent, (or 12£ per cent.) allowed them 
for collection charges. A number of others Baid, that now that there was no 
waste land left in their villages, it was no longer profitable to bo a Pradhan, 
and they did not care to be merely tahsi’dara. On the whole, I am stioogly 
inclined to believe that it is the extension of cultivation which is mainly 
responsible for the present state of affairs; where waste-land is plentiful, the 
Pradlians make a profit from settling it. The rent-roll is fluctuating, and their 
collection accounts cannot be closely scrutinised The Pradhan is a man of 
authority and influence in the village. But where extension of cultivation has 
reached its limit, as it has in a considerable part of the pargana, all these 
conditions are roveised. The Pradhan loses much of his influence by the 
fact that Jie has no longer any waste-lan ds to se ttle. This - loss of influence 
renders it mdre _ ditncult for him to collect rents, and at the same tune as the rent 
roll is fixed the management brings closer scrutiny to bear upon his account. 1 ” 

70 Belyabera. —Belyabera belongs to Bubu K. C. Prohoraj. A measure¬ 
ment was made in or about 1898, and the villages made khas . The Mundal used 
to receive a fixed remuneration for his work. 

71. Nayagram and Khelargram .—In the Nayagram and Khelargram 
Mahals the old Court of Wards jamabandis 188G show that the Mandat*s 
right had boon resumed even then, and the villages made khas. 

72 The village system. —The Manjhi, Jog-Uanjhi, Goiait and Naiki are to 
bo found in every village, and an occasional Kudam-Naiki, the Jog-Paranick is 
practically unknown, and a Paranick docs not exist m every village. Posts 
are duplicated, and in thesouth, where the Kudam-Naiki is also almost unknown, 
it is by no means an uncommon occurrence to find only two men in the villages 
distributing the various duties amongst them; , the Manjln is almost 
univ ersally the Naiki, and the posts of Gorait and Jog-Manjhi arc more'often 
“duplicated than not. The existence of the village system does not depend 
upon whether the village is intact or not, but doubtless the disappearance of 
khem lunds once enjoyed by the different officials free of rent has led to this 
duplication of posts, as the officials can now only look for remuneration in the 
shape of rice beer, or what tbe villagers are pleased to give thorn for their 
performances. Practically, the only khem lands to bo feund now are that 
enjoyed by the M&njlii in intact villages in areas like Kamgaih, where he is 
practically a tenure-holder, and to all intents and purposes all l)*s land is reut- 
free; and that enjoyed by the Naiki, occasionally both in intact and broken 
villages. The Kanungo reports that in some intact visages he has discovertd 
the existence of other khem lands; in none of those that I examined did I 
come across any. Such cases are rare; most of them have now been assessed 
to rent. The more frequent existence of Naiki khem land shows that some 
respect has occasionally been paid by the Bengalis to the religion of the 
Sonthals. In tlopiballabhpur in one village a Kurmi priest was found per¬ 
forming the duties of Naiki for the Sonthal. ~"" “ 

in the pargana of Nayab&san there are three Perganaits. In Gopi- 
b&Uabhpur, in the Nayagram and K-helargram estates, instead of dividing 
their jurisdictions according to estates, or according to thanas as m Bankura, 
the Perganaits had divided the estates amongst themselves according to the 
collection circles of the Nawab. In one circle there were complaints that the 
Nawab’s tahsildar had usurped the powers of the Perganait, and insisted on 
settling their disputes himself. The Perganait is helped by a Desk*Pradhan. 

BALABOHE 

Intact, Broken. 

Four annas share of pargana Fate ha bad ... Nil 9 

Ten «tit“* ditto ditto ... . 25 Nil 

73. Originally there were Sonthal headmen in the four annas share of 
the pargana, which share is now hold by two widows. But with the appoint¬ 
ment of tahsildars, the headman gradually became a mere go-between 
them and the tenants, and Anally their only duty has now become that of 
collecting the latter together to pay tbe rent. 
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And Village System. Lon of lands and Indebtedness. 

In the ten annas share, Sonthal headmen called ijaradars still exist. 
They merely collect the rents and in return receive land for their services. 
ijaraa are given for a term of years only, and, if untransferable, are scarcely 
worth transferring. At the end of the term of years, the landlord can give 
the tjara to whomsoever he pleases. According to the above statement 
furnished by the estate, it would appear all the Sonthal villages were held 
by Sonthal ijaradars; one other village was, however, found in which the 
ijarndar was a Dikku. One village is held by a Sonthal on a perpetual yaro. 

74. Village system. —There is a Perganait fox each of the two shares into 
which p&rganna Fatehabad is divided. Besides the Desh-Pradhan, a Kaui helps 
the Perganait in dealing with social cases; it appears it is his duty to 
realise the fine imposed, whether it is in money or rice-boer. As in the south 
of Midnapore, the seven officials are reduced to five at the utmost, the 
Manjhi, the Paranick, the Jog-Manjhi, the Naaki and the Gorait; and these five 

E osts, if the Paranick exists, which also is not always the case, are in practice 
eld by two peraonB, and at the most by three persons, in the village. The 
Fradhan or Man jhi, the Gorait and the Naiki have still got in some oases 
man or service lands left. But thiB is, in the case of the Pradban and 
Gorait, more for their services as servants of the landlord, than for their 
duties m the village community. These two are appointed and dismissed at 
the will of the landlord. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Loss of Lands by Sonthals, and thetb Indebtedness. 

(Terms of the Reference No . 111.) 

75. As directed by Government in the terms of the reference, the rate of 
mutation has been shown by examining the facts regarding each raiyat in a 
number of villages in each area of a representative character. These facts 
have been recorded in the description of different villages in the Appendices 
[Nob. I (a), I (5), I (c) and I (<?)}, and they afford a more striking proof of 
the great rate at which the Bonthals are losing their lands than anything else 
can. 

In fact, the state of affairs is even worse than that shown by the figures 
in the Appendix, because it ib always the best lands that go into the hands of 
the mahajans. The latter have no use for the larger area of uplands. 
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The above figures dealing with Sonthals have been obtained from the 
Registrar and from the District Judge. 

70. Birbhum, Rampur Edi subdivision — Prwate sale.— The District Sub- 
Registrar reports that 00 per cent, of the private sales of land are on account 
of previous debts. This is a moderate estimate. The vast majority of those 
cases that camo under enquiry belonged to this category. • 
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The price at whioh the Sonthal sells his land is exceedingly low (vide 
Appendix II). It is generally between Rs. 10 and Rs. 20 a high a. This is 
because the mahapan can practically fix what price he likes, whilst the Sonthal 
has very little idea of the value of his land. 

In villages like Dharmpur, Karangdih and Debdattapur [Appendix 1(a), 
Nos. Ill, VIII and X] where the proprietor is also a makajan , the degree of 
dispossession is very large, and the Sonthals are practically servants of the 
makajan proprietors. Dharmpur and Debdattapur are closer to the market town 
Rampur H&t than other villages. It is in such villages that are nearer the 
mahajan's head-quarters that the most dispossession is to be found. In these cases 
some of the land has been given out again to the Sonthal adht (half of the,, crop 
goes to the landlord) or Ion a temporary under-raiyati lease. But the land 
usually goes away from the Sonthal altogether, because the Dikku can pay a 
higher rate of rent. 

In intact villages like Jagarnatlipur or Murgadanga [Appendix 1(a), 
Nos. II and V] the dispossession is not so striking. At first sight this appears 
to be due to the fact that they are intact villages, and it is a fact that 
intact villages show less dispossession than other villages. But one reason 
is certainly to be found in the fact that the land is generally of poorer quality 
in the majority of such villages that are still intact. In villages like Saldaha 
and Sealdanga [Appendix 1(a), No. VI) where there is better land, there is 
more dispossession. 

77. Rent decree*. —Though considerably less than that effeoted by private 
sale, a large amount of Iransfer has boen> effected by rent decrees. Barameshia, 
Q-obrajolo, Saldoha and Tetilbandi [Appendix 1(a), Nos. VI and XI] 
are examples. Another example is that of Jetia [Appendix 1(c), No. XIIIJ 
but in this case the land is still in the possession of tho Sonthals ; the transfer 
is shown in the increased indebtedness of the Sonthals who have had 
to execute ktsiibandts or arrangements for yearly repayments of the amount due 
on the rent decree. Except in the Mohant’s villages,—Jetia is one of these— 
where I am informed that tho first choice of vacant Sonthal land is given to 
other Sonthals, the land is generally settled with a Dikku, because the latter 
can pay a higher rate of rent. The decrees are generally ex-parte. 

78. Civil Court decrees —Civil court decrees generally follow on mortgages 
or on money suits if the Sonthal does not agrees to the mahajaife terms. The 
figures in the Appendix Bhow that the plaintiff is almost always successful and 
that in at least 50 per cent, of the cases the decrees are ex-parte. A favourite 
defence in this area, where a mahapan is resisted in obtaining possession of land 
sold to him, is to assert that the deed was a mortgage, and that the Sonthal did 
not know it was a sale. In the case of Karangdih this was unsuccessful. The 
number of transfers of this kind are comparatively few. 

79. Usufructuary mortgages .—The very small number of usufructuary 
mortgages shown m the returns is a curious commentary on the greed of the 
mahapan to qbtain possession of the land, without any chance of its going back 
to the Sonthal. 

80. General.— The above classes do not, however, exhaust the number of 
ways in which transfers occui. Occasionally an illness occurs in the village, 
the villagers think the village is bewitched and flee. This is said by the to have 
happened in Dharmpur [Appendix I(a\ No X]. It is doubtful, because docu¬ 
ments were produced of sales of land in the village to the mahajans. But in 
Sibp&hari this occurred. Occasionally a Sonthal having lost some land leaves 
the rest which is practically valueless, and goes off to pastures new. In some 
oases, they have run away because the rent has been too high and they have 
been unable to pay up the arrears. 

81. Indebtedness .—Every Sonthal has to take every year, after the supply 
of grain of the previous harvest has been exhausted, supplies of grain from 
time to time from his mahapan. Of this he repays what he can with his paddy 
at 50 per oent. interest, Called derhia. No znatteT when he takes the loan, 
interest for the whole year is charged when the account is made up at the end 
of the year. The transactions are made by volume. The Sonthal repays 
newly reaped paddy for what he took as dried paddy. Consequently owing 
to the shrinkage in size, this interest would work out at less than 50 per oent. 
by weight, were it not for the fact that there is every reason to believe that the 
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mahajana use different measures for their receipts and disbursements. But 
where the shoe pinches is in that the mahajan charges compound interest. The 
small unpaid amount of the year is carried on till the next year, until at 
compound interest it becomes something very appreciable. At this stage the 
Sonthal is called upon to defray his debt. This is generally done by means of 
a sale or mortgage, and very rarely, by a usufructuary mortgage. If the 
mahajanx s willing to make an arrangement by winch the grain can be repaid 
in instalments, there is some chance of the debt being repaid ; but if, as more 
frequently happens, the grain debt is converted into money, then the land will 
almost inevitably go into the hands of the mahajan on the expiry of the 
mortgage. One hundred per cent, or dubra (“ double ” ) is the rate of interest 
chaiged on grain supplied by the mahajan for seed. The mahajana are careful 
enough to be on the spot, where the crop is reaped, bo as to ensure repayment of 
some of the loan at least. 

Money debts are less frequent than grain debts. The Sonthal does not need 
money, except for occasional expensos and for tne payment of his rent or of 
agricultural loans, where one of the ki&ts for repayment is fixed in the summer 
months. A similar running account is kept with the mahajan. The rate of 
interest for money is generally 25 per cent., called aicti, and compound 
interest is charged. In some cases the rate of interest is higher. If the 
loan is taken in either Magh , Faqun , Chatty Byaak or Jeyt 9 the rate charged 
for these months is 2 annas in the rupee; but if it is not paid till lator, 
4 aunas in the rupee is charged for the winter months, so that the total 
amount of interest is 6 annas m the rupeo. If the loan is taken in either 
Aaardhy Siwan, Bhado or the rate is then 4 annas in the rupee. The 

rate of interest 2 annas for the summer months is called korali , and the 
rate, 4 annas m the rupee, is then baraah . Two other kinds of interest 
have been found to exist in this area. The first is chotha. If the Sonthal 
urgently requires a small loan of money m Aatn or Kartifc (October or 
November) the mahajan will give it to him on condition that he repays it 
in gram at the following harvest in Agrahan or Pout v December or January) 
at a fictitious pnee fixed by the mahajan with one an (about 10 seers) m 
the rupee as interest. For instance, in one c&Be, a Sonthal borrowed Bs. 2 t 
and the mahajan fixed the rate of repayment at Bevon arts in the rupee, with 
one art as interest in the rupee, whilst the actual price at the time of repayment 
was three art# in the rupee. This rate of interest is not common. The second 
is dhurta A small loan is taken in Kartik (October or November) for 
sacrifices. Paddy is repaid in Pom or Magh (January or February) at tho 
proper price with one an in the rupee bb interest. 

When the Sonthals’ debts have passod the stage of the current account 
and have been turned into money and a document has been executed, tho 
rate of interest chargod is supposed to fall, but tho statistics of the Sub- 
Begisti y office (Appendix II) show that the rate of interest even then lies most 
commonly between 1 annas and C annas in the rupee. Examples of indebted 
ness will be found in the villages in Appendix I. One startling feature is 
that every Sonthal has not only one but several mahajana. 

Where persons have lost all their lands, they are as a rule free from 
debt, in fact it is regarded as sign of respectability to have a fair amount of 
debts. It betokens credit. As matters stand at present, the mahajan is an 
absolute necessity. He is in effect the village banker. Labourers Have no 
credit. In D harm pur [Appendix 1(a), No. X*) where the villagers have lost most 
of their lands, tho indebtedness is very little. Murgadanga [Appendix 1(a), 
No. V] affords an example of indebtedness in an intact village, but with only 
fourth class dhan land in it. Arendra and Kusumkandar [Appendix J(a), Nos. IX 
and XVI] are S 00 <1 examples of indebtedness in fairly substantial villages. 
It is easy to pick out in these villages the persons who will lose their lands 
because they have mortgaged them. A debt which has been converted into a 
mortgage is very seldom repaid. Three or four mortgages in a village of 25 
houses cannot be regarded as a very small number. Ab one mortgage is con¬ 
verted into a permanent sale, another appears, and so on, till practically all the 
good land in the village goes I am inclined to the opinion that the suppression 
of debts in this area has not been so great bb might be expected. L 
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The following 1 is a statement of the account of one Kuar Man] hi of 
Kusumkandar taken from the mahetjan Tinkouri Msudal’s hook 
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0 

0 

0 

0 
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Grain 
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7 

4 

0 

0 

• t 

Due 

• •• 

11 

6 

13 

13 

6 8 4 


JV B —* r>« * 1 not (JwfcJba). >0 pis ■ 1 soli. 8 mlit ■ 1 map and 1 Kir (puica) “• CJ n\r* (kuttha) 

The debt of Kuar Monjhi is thus about 12 maps, winch is about 10 maunds. 

Ho started with a debt of 6 maps at tho beginning of the year, he 
took another 6 maps during the year, ropaid more than 0 maps during the 
year, but At tho end of the year owed 12 mapj, twice what ho owed at the 
commencement. Such arc tho results of compound mteiest. The account 
is also interesting as an example of the inability of the Sonthal to repay a 
money loan. 

82. Surz , Sadar subdivision. —I gather from the report of my assistant that 
the rate of mutation and indebtedness is practically tho samo in Rajnagar 
outpost as in the Rampur H&t subdivision. It is in Mohammad Bazar, but it i»- 
aggravated by the fact that in some cases the Mostagir is regarded as, and, as 
already mentioned, has been recorded as a settled raivat, whilst tho other 
Sonthals are looked upon as under-raiyats. In" tho village of Dhangalpura 
the mahayan purchaser of the MoBtagir’s right deliberately defaulted m 
paymeut of rent with tho intention of having the Sonthal undor raiyut* 
dispossessed. Haringparn .is another caso in point. An auction-purchaser 
came m, dispossessed all the Southals and now tho latter cultivate adhi. In 
another case a Banya purchased a hamlet and then proceeded to Bay that 
the Sontb&ls were only “krishans* 1 or labourers on tho land, and he won a 
caso about this. Maulvi Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddiu found a few villages 
also in Rajnagar in which the Sonthals had boon tie ate d aB under-raiyats and 

x 2 
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were dispossessed. In the same area he round a few villages in which the 
Sonthals are only labourers on the land, receiving oncvthird of the produce as 
icmuneration for cultivating it. In Bolpur where the cultivation is quite 
recent, tho loss of land and rate ot mutation is low. 

BAxNKCTKA 
Saddar Subdivision. 


4ppi i u»«.oi 11 fA) ajjii 
111 ( 1 ) 




Civil Court 



Year 

Sales 

sales (money 
and rent 

Mortgages 

Usufructuary 

mortgages 



decrees),* 


moo 

137 

22 

147 

27 

1907 

154 

25 

186 

15 


NJ. The above figures have been supplied by the Registrar and the District 
.Judge of Bankura. The figures supplied by the Registrar aro not exhaustive 
of nil the documents executed, as a number of simple bonds are not registered. 
The main features these figures exhibit are that sales in the Civil Courts aro 
small m nunibei compared with other sales, that usufructuary mortgages or 
tempoiary tiansfers are very rare, and that sales nearly equal the number of 
moitgngcu, theieby implying that almost all mortgages eventually end in sales 
which is undoubtedly the case. In the Appendix, examples of many villages 
have been given showing the very large amount-of transfer of lands from 
Sontluls to Dikkus, which resolves itself merely into transfers to mahajans. 
The Saienga Mission, it is said, endeavours to prevent transfers in its own 
villages. 

84. Private sales. —These sales aro almost invariably for grain debts 
incurred to mahajans , converted into money debts They are seldom for cash 
down, except when the Sonthal is involved in a civil or criminal suit. Private 
halo to mahajans accounts for by far the largest amount of transfer from Sonthal 
to Dikkus. Tho statement in Appendix II shows that the price paid is Rs. 10 
pci bigha or under in ovor 25 per cent, of the cases, though in every case it is 
always the raiyat’s best land that is Bold. But Bomo of the mahajans like R. C. 
Choudhn of Rajahatu [Appendix r(6), No. XXIIlJ profer to put large sums in 
their deeds, he obtained a half share of the village for Rs, 1,499 in 1890. 
There is very little intcr-transfcr of this description amongst the Sonthals them¬ 
selves, only a very occaB. anal Sonthal money-lender is to bo found. The areas 
where tho least amount of transfer by sale has taken place aro the east of Bankura 
thana and Onda thana. In the first area, thin is due to the fact that the mahajan 
is a veiy small man and is an agriculturist also by profession. Bvt the amount 
of sale is growing. In Onda it is because the Sonthals have very little land of 
their own and are said to have cultivated lands hhagtx all along. In Indpore 
outpost also a comparatively largo number of hamlets exist with little dispossest 
cion in them, particularly tho eight villages which were found to be intact out 
of the 32 examined. 

By fai the largest amount of dispossession has occurred in the compara¬ 
tively thickly populated Sonthal area in the south-weBt of the district, where 
the mahajan has practically run riot. Tho amount of dispossession in the 
very corner is very remarkable, considering the ]ungly and broken nature of 
the country, the mahajan 1 s greed has in this case overcomo his fear. The 
amount of transfer vanes according to different circumstances. It is generally 
least in villages where the cultivation is poor, or because (s.y., Sunderpattil the 
cultivation is recent or because, as m Susuo, the original clearer of tho village 
was a school-master, educated in Midnapore, who was ablo to cope with the 
mahajans. Both these villages are said to have no Dikkus cultivating in them 
at all, but in all the 190 villages I examined in Khatra and Raipur thanas, only 
12 small hamlets were discovered in which it was said a Dikku had not 
got any cultivation as yet. 

* Mo distinction ns made la the figure* supplied 1 
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In tlie northern area, resettlement of the transferred lands is not very 
common, for the reason already mentioned that most of the money-lenders 
axe by class cultivators. But (hey do so, if they live in distant villages, or 
have acquired too large an amount of cultivation to cultivate themselves, or 
have acquired the interest of so many villagers that it would be difficult for 
them to obtain direct possession. In the south-western area resettlement 
of the lands is common, mainly for the reason that the mahajans have 
acquired an unmanageably large amount of land, and owing to the jungles, do 
not live at the source of their gains. Such resettlement takes the form of a 
high produce rent [vide the cases of Harnagumi and Ledhapokur in the 
Appendix 1(6), Nos. IX and XXV]. In the first case over one-half of the village 
has gone into the hands of mahajans 9 but one-third has been given back on 
high produce rents, in some cases increased to 20 times the previous rent. 
In the second case tne whole hamlet has gone into the hands of the mafiajan — 
proprietor, who has let out the lands on different sajha leases, raising the 
combined rent from Be. 20-10^ to Ra. 31 plus 58 inaunds, valued at Ba. 116, 

the rent has been raised seven fold. Another interesting examplo of a 
resettlement is to he found in the village of Hajahatu, where a Sonthal in 
fighting the mahajan proprietor [Appendix I(6\ No XXIII] finally won the 
case, but had to sell a fourth share of hiB land owing to the costs he had 
incurred, obtaining a resettlement of it at a rate of 72 maunds a year. His 
rent was thus increased from Be. 1-4 to practically Hs. 144. In this area the 
mahajan is dependent on the Sonthal for the cultivation of the land, but he fixes 
a produce rpnt which makes the Sonthal practically his servant on the land. 
In Tilabad [ vide Appendix 1(6), No. X] the rate of sajha is 8 maunds a bigha 
for other villages it has been found to be as much bb II maunds a bigha, as 
the gobd land. To such a rate the Sonthals very much object; they would 
prefer to cultivate bhagti. But the rate varies very much, and many examples will 
be found in the Appendix. In other cases of resettlement the land is given out 
bhagti . Such cases cannot always ho regarded as a resettlement because the land 
is sometimes changed from year to year and the Sonthal acquires no right to it. 

The main dispossession in these villages appears to have begun about the 
time of the great famine of 1865-66. Since then the amount of transfer to 
Dikkiis has been increasing and increasing, till for want of a better adjective, 
it can now only be characterised as enormous, particularly in the south-west 
of the district. Ask a Sonthal how much land m his village has gone into the 
hands of the mahajan , and 8 or 12 annas will not be a surprising answer 
Examine the village, and occasionally the proportion may appear to be loss, 
but all the best land will bo found to nave gone and the major part of the 
remaining rice-land, leaving the Sonthal with a small proportion of the inferior 
rice land and a large area of dhangar uplands, the latter of which he occasion¬ 
ally cultivates. Hajahatu [Appendix 1(6), No. XXI11] is an example 
of a large and substantial SonUial village in which the main disposses¬ 
sion has occulted since 1880. Since 1895, the mahajan proprietor admits 
from his jamabandts to having acquired 120 odd bighas a of Sonthali land in the 
village, and to having made 80 bighas khas. In fatt, I am not at all sure that 
the proper number is not 200 bighas, but his jamabandts require explanation, 
and I give the smaller number. 

85. Transfers owing io rent decrees .—The figures supplied by the District 
Judge do not distinguish between rent and civil suits, but they show that there 
are comparatively few sales in Court as compared with private Bales. This was 
home out by the enquiry. Sales for rent are infrequent When a decree for 
rent haB been obtained, the Sonthal borrows from a mahajan and repays the 
amount. Money rents axe also small and afford no difficulty in paypient. In 
case of grain rents the mahajan proprietor is careful to be on the spot when the 
crop is reaped and to credit the proceeds of the crop to rent first, leaving tho 
other debts of the Sonthal to accumulate until they are ripe for the purchase of 
bin remaining land. 

86. Transfer by Civil Court decrees. —These are equally infrequent. The 
mahajan does not find it so very necessary to go to Court to obtain possession 
of any land. If he does, he either effects a compromise or in over 30 cent, of 
the oases he obtains an ex-parte decree, even although there is a Munsifi at 
Khatra juBt on the outskirts of the almost purely Sonthal conntry in Baipur. 
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A favourite defence of the Sonthals in this area, doubtless engineered by some 
mukhtears m Khatra, is to set up a claim that the sale was a benami transaction 
In cases that I have seen, it has not been successful. 

87. Transfers by usufructuary mortgages .—Attention has already been drawn 
to the fact, demonstrated by the'statements obtained from the Registrar’s office 
and proved by the enquiry, that usufructuary mortgages are rare compared 
with out and out transfers. This throws an important light on the methods of 
the mahajans and money-lenders. It shows that all ho wants is permanent 
possession of the land, and that he will be satisfied with little else. Take the 
example of ono Jherka Manjhi and his sale of 2 big bus 10 oottahs, sold for 
Rs. 99 in Qoherda [[Appendix 1(6), No. V1IIJ. Ho has obtained a resettlement 
on the moderate terms of eight maunds a year; at tho mahajan 1 s calculation 
this is Rs. 16 a year. The monoy rent is a bagatelle, annas 12. At this rate the 
mahajm will recoup hinisolf in about six or seven years for the actual amount 
of the debt, Rs 99, which itself was arrived at by compound interest at 50 per 
cent Even allowing him a small amount of interest on his monoy, Rs. 99, Bay / 
6 por cent., only a small amount, because the laud is now his and the risk has 
gone, the mahajan should recoup himself in eight or nine years. Suroly a 
usufructuary mortgage for that period for the principal and interest would 
have been moio equitable than the out-and-out sale tho Sonthal was compelled 
to execute. 

88. Indebtedness.—As in Birbhnm every raiyat has a running account with 
ono mahajan or several mahajans for grain for domestic purposes. ThiB indebted¬ 
ness is the fust stage leading to the transfer of his land and only oepses when 
he has lost all his land Examples showing the indebtedness of tho raiynts of 
different villages will be found m the Appendix. There is some reason to 
believe that the Sonthals have given a more complete account of their debts 
than they did in Birbhum. They have a more accurate idea of the different 
kinds of deeds and know a mortgage by the same term. One characteristic is 
the large numbei of simple bonds executed in the south-west. Mortgages are 
very fsequent, and, as has already been observed, judging from the figures 
supplied by the District Judge and tho Registrar, in the majority of cases they 
load to sales of tho mortgaged lands. The total amount due on a mortgage is 
beyond the Scnthal, and ho leaves that unpaid except possibly the interest. 
Nevertheless a few cases occurred in which a mortgage has boon repaid, gener¬ 
ally by executing a fiesli mortgage or sale in favour of another mahajan. 

One fact that the villages given in the Appendix illustrate is important, and 
that is that when a ktshbandi is made, that is to say an arrangement by which 
a Sonthal pays off his debt by yearly instalments ot grain, the Sonthal generally 
pays the instalments unless there is an untoward year, as thero was two years 
ugo, when them was u scarcity and certain relief measures weio adopted. The 
Sonthal undoi stands a fustibandi, he knows how much he has got to pay per 
yeur and pays it. If ho had his will, he would always execute ktsctbandw for tho 
repayment of his debts. f1 

Another class of loan in this district is an advance taken for the 
cultivation of lac This is not regarded as a debt, and it is generally 
repaid in Bysak t when tho lac is taken from the tree. 

The amount of indebtedness shown in the villages m the Appendix indicate 
that there is likely to he no falling off in the rate of dispossession until all the 
Sonthuls lose all their lauds and are reduced to the position of tho mihajan's 
serf, which position a lrrge number have already reached But m the 
rtoutli west the mahajan will leave the Sonthal just enough dhangar land and 
give him just enough land oil a high produce runt to prevent him kicking 
over the traces altogether and leaving the district. He is a necessity to the 
mahajan in the cultivation of his lands. I do not believe this is an exaggerated 
view of the situation 

Tho ordinary rate of interest for money is 25 per cent. Other rates 
buch as 2, i or 4^ annas pel lupee are charged, bub are not common. When 
small loans arc taken, the interest is 2 pice per month in the south of 
Bankura. 

The ordinary rate of interest for grain for Sonthals is 50 per cent., but 
down in tlio south of Raipur thana, in one village a mahajan declared that the 
ordinary rate was 23 per cont., and that it had been increased on account o£ 
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the recent scarcity to 50 per cent. In another village the mahajam said, the 
usual rate wbb 25 per cent, and only occasionally 50 per cent, these mahajana 
gave a different story, and said they had allowed remissions on account 
of tho scai city. Amongst Sonthals very few cases of interest at 25 per cent, 
were, however, found , most of the cases were either aatasi 37£ per cent, or 
derhia 50 per cent. Interest for seed grain is charged at 100 per cent. In 
all cases compound interest is charged, and the amount inado up with the 
interest on the whole of the year, howover few months before the end tho 
loan had been taken 

If tho total value of the money debt exceeds Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 and 
a bond is given, the mahajam say that the interest is decreased to 12£ per cent. 
But the statement regarding mortgages (Appendix I) shows that in the 
large majority of cases the interest charged lies between 2o por cent, and 

per cent. The mahajam wore rather chary of producing the bonds, and 
in fact on one pietext or another failed to produce them. In Chliatna the 
Tamholis have the worst reputation, whilst in Raipur there are laige gruin- 
dealers, Buch as Tambolis and Gboudhns who rule the grain market, and 
must have made considerable fortunes out of the Sontlmls. 

MIDNAPOHE 
Sales Mortgages 

1906 ... 332 226 

1907 ... ... 200 • 191 

80. Examples of the state of dispossession in the different areas will be 
found in the Appendix. So for as the distribution of transfers between private 
sales, usufructuary mortgages, rent sales and Civil Couit sales is concerned, the 
pioportions are practically the same as in Bankuia, by far the largest amount 
of transfer is oy private sale to mahajam on account of debts already incurred, 
and the least by way of temporary transfer or usufructuary mortgage or by 
way of the Civil Court I he statements in Appendix II show that the price 
paid pei bigha is also low, by far the largest number of sales being affected 
at a prico below Rs. 20, and hulf or more than half of these at a late of 
Rs. 10 a bigha or below. 

90. Binput thana .—Tho state of dispossession in this thana is akin to that 
in Raipur in the south of Bankuia, wheie mahujans have been able to secure 
possession of the villages as Mandals. As also in Bmpur the transferred land 
is often let out temporarily on a aojha lease varying from 6 kuna to 1^ iirast 
pei bigha and fcometimes rnoic. At the rate at which mahajam havo hitherto 
calculated tho price of grain, Rs 2 per maund, this works out at between 
Rs 2-0 and Lis S a bipha, Most of the dispossession has occurred in 
tho past, and is getting less frequent now-a-days by reason of the fact 
that the bcBt lands have now lieen transferred. In such cases the Sonthals 
will occasioiiWly say they have lost no land, because tho land has been 
given back on a sajka lease, e y., in Asanbani .bo Sonthals said they lost no 
land, but it subsequently appeared that many years ago the village had 
been Bold up for rent and a settlement made at 8 kuns per bigha. Tlioro 
are a tew small hamlets in which there is little or no dispossession, but in these 
villages the landB are mortgaged But that dispossession is still going 
or at by no means a slow rate is shown by the village of Kamaibandi 
in the Appendix 1(c), No. I, which affords a good cxumple of tiunsfers 
m a substantial village, whore the Sonthals are more educated and imagine 
that they know to cope with the mihajan. One quartci of the land 
has gone up to date, and that more has not gone is due to the fact that the 
Mandali family have so for managed to play off one mahajan against imotliei. 
A reference lo this village will, however, show that in a few ’yt'ius a laigo 
amount of land will inevitably go into tho hands of tho village mahajan, 
including the village right itself, one or two Sonthals are oven now cu tho 
verge of lcBing their lands at cnce 

East of the Kosye amongst the intact villages under the Raja of Ramgnrh 
the condition of affairs is better. The rate of transfer is less, and this can only 

* Intluiloa rent unlo. 

1* About 4 uiaun<l>> 


Usufructuary Civil Court 
mortgages. sales* 

17 14 

24 17 
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be ascribed to the fact that the mahajans have not yet broken down the 
headman By stem. 

91. Oarhbeia and Salbani. —Several Tillages examined by Maul vi Saiyed 
Muhammad Nosiruddin are given in the Appendixl(c). Nos. XL-A.X. He reports 
that in Garhbeta, nearer the plains, the amount of dispossession that has occurred 
m the past is bo great that only a few villages are now to be found in which the 
descendants of the original clearers cultivate the land their ancestors had 
cleared, m other villages they axe cultivating lands of which they have taken 
a fresh settlement; but a large proportion of Sonthals are now merely labourers, 
who have lost all their lands. In Salbani the amount of dispossession appears 
to be equally largo, though the particular villages selected for the Appendix 
show less. The rate of mutation of lands from Sonthals to Dikkus 
in these tlianas appears to have been aggravated by tbe facts that they are 
nearer the plains and more accessable to the mahajan , and that the ijardari 
and mandali tenures were transferable and were transferred to mahajans by 
Sonthals, thus giving the mahajans a greater hold over the village. It is true 
that only 45 villages out of 170 homogeneous villages were counted in which 
the Sonthal headman’s right had been transferred to mahajans on account of 
debts, but doubtless this does not represent the whole proportion of 
villages held by mahajans 7 and it is sufficiently large to favour the above 
conclusion. 

92. Jhargram .—The rate of dispossession in this area is growing. 
Private sale was formerly uncommon. 

93. Nayabasan, —If the jamabandt figures of this ostace are accepted for 
comparison, it would appear that the area in tho hands of the aborigi¬ 
nal raiyats is now 20 per cent, more than it was 25 years ago; that in the 
hands of the semi-aboriginal raiyats 42 per cent, more, and that in tho hands 
of the non-aboriginal raiyats 9 per cent. moro. If the figures of the present 
record-of-riglits are compared with thoso of the jamabandt figures of 25 
years ago, tho area m the hands of the aboriginal raiyats is now 95 per 
cent, in excess of what it was then; that in the hands of semi-aboriginal 
raiyats 145 per cent, moro, and that in tho hands of non aboriginals also 145 
per cent, more All that these figures disclose ib therefore that there has 
been a very largo amount of reclamation during the past 25 years and 
give no clue to wbat degree the aborigines and semi-aborigines have been 
losing their lands. From a statement prepared showing the transfers of 
occupancy right from aborigines and semi-aborigines tho following figures art 
obtained 

Loss of area" Fromt From Semi-? To Nod- 

m scree. Aborigines. aborigines. aborigines 

Since 1291A ... 2.822*19 44 83 1,192 64 

(rest parti ) 


* Mot* detailed flgnna are — 


Hobo ih (icon) nunmiH non- 

Total ana 

j ^uM- 

| UUi (d iciml tunvanau to— 

5 

$ 

B 

0 

43 

» 

8 

a 

a 

» 

© 

JC 

m 

* 

£ 

is 

m 

Panda 

Choir* 

HanlhL. 

H 

• 

1 

0 

ja 

n 

4 

g 

aa 

H 

t 

-S 

S 

Dond* 

Oholr* 

M*n)hi. 

Mon 

^twipuo. 

HOIS'*! j 

1,661 B7 

It ID 

1 

i 

3X7*60 

itW'M 

usrtoj 1 nra 

•IB 

can 

urn 

Mart* 


Abba ib isis ia acbbi UMwhndi) 

1 

Am AOCOIOUQ TO BBOOtlHlV-BiaiT fBIPAUJI 
a 

Abunfinca. | BtalaborUinai. 

Kon-AborlffluM. 

Aborigine*. 

8<«l*hDri«W | Kon-boriclna* 

•.BOX | lit 

14.878 

14. CIS 

MtB | si. 40* 


t Bon thole, BlmmfjM and M nodal. 
t Hanoi Unjju Danda Chain* 
























XIDNAPORE-Lm of Landi. 


33 


Compare this with the jamabandi figures of 1291— 

Held by Held by semi- 
Aborigine* aborigines. 

Area in 1,291 in acres 7,489} 672 


Held by non- 
aborigines. 

13,649} 


It can be roughly estimated that at the least 31 per cent, of the 
lands originally held by Sontlial, Bhumij or Munda occupancy raiyats have 
gone into the hands of Dikkue. The actual proportion is probably 
higher as the jamabanais contain figures for all classes of raiyats. The detailed 
figures for semi-aborigines show that Bliuiyas are of no consequence in this 
reBpcct, that tbe gains of Mahtos outweigh their losses by transfer, and that the 
Danda Chatra Manjhis are tbe chief losers. In consideung these figures it must 
ue remembered that the reclaimed land is the worst and tho land transferred 
by the aborigine his best land During the lust twenty five years in actual 
figures reclamation may have outstripped transfers, but this must necessarily 
cease and there is reason to believe that the end is not very far off. 

94. liohtni .—The figures for Rohini on the north of the Subamcrekha 
do not show such a large amount of reclamation as m Nayabasan , if only tho 
jamabandi figures for 1299 and 1313 are compared, there has been none. Tho 
figures for the Tecord-of-ughts, if compared with the previous jamabandi figures 
of 1299, would show a large amount, but this is of litte account as the 
jamabandi figures are probably quite inaccurate. At all events it is clear that 
the limit of extension of cultivation is much nearer than in Nayabasan 
south of the Subarnarekha. From other settlement papers we get the follow¬ 
ing figures for transfers of lands held by occupancy raiyats.— 


From aborigines ... 
From semi-aborigines 
To non-abong mt 'b 


Area lunsiaind 
in ncrca 
•id co lJ9b 

. 364 88 

. Ml 77 
.. 481 09 


Compering these figures with the jamabandt figures for 1299— 


Held by— 

Aborigines 
Semi- &bou gi nes 
Non-aborigines 


Ai cn|in£ 
1^09 


2,280} 

2,4C»7 

6,4474 


we find that in 17 years, at least 15 per cent, of lands held by aboriginal 
and 5 per cent of lqnd held by semi-aboriginal occupancy raiyats have 
gone into the hands of Dikkus. In this area tho Bhunnjes arc tho most 
important so far as transfers arc concerned , Bhuiyas aie of no consequence at 
all, and Mahto^have to their credit most of the transfers from amongst the 
semi aborigines^. 
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MIDN APORE—Low of Lands. 


95. In order to obtain a comparative idea of the amonnt of dispossession 
in Gopiballabhpur compared with the amount in the northern areas, I went into 
the circumstances of a few villages both in Chiara and Belyabera, as well as 
those given in the Appendix, and 1 roughly examined the circumstances of some 
15 villages in Nayabaaan and of 35 others in Nayagram and Khelargram. 
Tho general impression I received, which is borne out by the villages in the 
Appendix, was that the dispossession in this area was not so great as that in the 
northern areas or in the areas nearer the plains. I found that individual 
Sonthals or Bhumijes, as I had beon informed, would get into the hands of the 
mahajans, and that there is a general transfer of their lands to Dikkus, but that 
there is not that wholesale dispossession so noticeable elsewhere. One of the 
main causes appears to be the practical resumability in this neighbourhood 
of the Mandali tenure, and the fact that the Mandal is practically a servant of 
the zamindar, collecting his rents, for which he gets a certain amount of 
remuneration in money. Such a tenure is really not a tenure, and prebenta 
no attractions to the mah<yan f even if the large land-owners of this would suffer 
his presence as a Pradhan. This they do not, generally speaking, and this 
is the second cause. The maheyan has therefore had very little opportunity of 
obtaining posae&Bion of a village, and of course in large areas like Belyabera and 
Nayagraxn, where the Pradham system has ceased to exist and the villages are 
nowkhas, ho does not intervene between the proprietor. The third cause is that 
the mahajan avoids the south of the Subamarekha river with its jungles and 
wild animals, and leaves the Sonthals to the tender mercies of cultivators like 
Kurmi Mailtos, who also do makajdhi , but to a smaller extent than tho Banya 
proper. In Belyabera and Nayngrain, another cause is to be found in the fart 
that the proprietors ,* Babu K. C. Prohoraj and the Nawab of Muishidabad both 
lend gram, the former ut five kuris in tho ara (31J per cent.), and the latter 
at 25 per cent, (excluding the 3£ per ^ent. that tho muharm takes for 
weighing the grain). It is presumed that loans are given with discretion. A 
fifth cause is the IcBser fertility of the lands south of Subamarekha. 

In conclusion, I find that though the rate of dispossession m NayabaBan and 
Roliini is high, it is not so high as in Birbhum, whore the SontbalB are on the 
veigo of the purely Dikku area, where reclamation is drawing to a close and 
where there is no jungle possessing any terrors for tho mahajan , and not nearly so 
great as in the thanas of liaipur and Khatra in Bankuru, where the Sonthals have 
been reduced to tho status of a laiyat or under-iaiyat rack-united on a large 
produce rent, or, as in the north-eastern area of the Jungle Mahals in Midnapore, 
where the Sonthal is being reduced to the position of a labourer. 

96. These rcmaiks are not complete without a reference to the facts that 
verbal transfers are not u icommou m Midcaporo, and that tho aborigine often 
hands over to the mahajan a blank stamped paper, Bignod on his behalf, to be 
filled up when his debts reach an appreciable amount by an agreement to transfer 
his lands. 

97. Indebtedness*— Examples of indebtedness will be found in the Appendix 
Whore, asm Bmpurtbana, m Ramarbandi, [Appendix I(ic), No lithe Sonthal has 
valuable lands to lose, the indebtedness isgreat, or in a village like Dhangalpara, 
where their lands have not yet gone, they are mortgaged. In Garhbota thana, 
where most of the lands have gone, the indebtedness is small But in Gopibal¬ 
labhpur, wheie the amount of dispossession is less than elsewhere, for tho very 
reasons given, for the comparatively small rate of mutation of lands there, the 
indebtedness would also be comparatively small, wore it not for one important 
factor, viz , tho recent scircity. This, particularly in Belyabera and Chiara, has 
resulted in a very large nuuibci of mortgages being executed in favour of the 
differont mahajans as well as in favour of the proprietor of Betyabera. The 
villages selocted show, howover, that these mortgages arc gradually being repaid, 
where the repayments are to he made in gram. In Belyabera, the proprietor, the 
tenants informed me, treated them well now, and it is to be hoped that none of 
the mortgages in his tavour will develop into sales. He only lends grain, and 
has no regular money-lending business. 

• I found no sndmeo of tho land* being aold to thoae propnttota on uaeunt of debta , It li alleged that tho jiujon- 
toro do i\ot •o’l the-oiuhali up on ihU aooount Tb • onquiir to Otbu K C Prohoroj'a oatato wao however very 
Thu u tho landlord referred tut 1 L 0 end of paragraph 8. ride, however, page 40. 
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The following ia a specimen of a Sonthal’s aoconnt from the Belyabera 
books 
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4 
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1 1 

0 

IB 

6 

o 

o 


Interest for ^grnin 
for food at fire 
kunB per ara, 
and for seeds at 
one ara per ara 
(m 18-6 13 area 

are leutbandr and 

6-5 current loans) 110 1O 110 2 11 10 


Total ... 18 14 1 O 2 2 0 21 0 1 O 


Tho account was closed in 1315A, 7-14-0-3A has been repaid subsequently, 
but no payment was made m 1315 as there was a scarcity in that year. 

As an instance of how a mahajan can run up an account even at a com¬ 
paratively small rate of interest, i.e , 25 per cent., tho following is taken 
from a plaint brought by a mahajan against a Sonthal in Binpur thana.— 
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8 seers =1 kuri. 
16 kurie=l an. 
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The Sonthal orginnlly owed 10 aras; he repaid 4 aras; he now owes 
36 aras. As ex parte decree and his land will go. 

The subject of the indebtedness of the aboriginal lias been receiving 
attention in Nayagram (Gopiballabhpur thana), and Mr. J. B. Wood, the 
Manager, hopes, with the permission of the Nawab of Murshidabad, to start 
agricultural banks m that estate. 

The rate of interest varies. The 50 per cent, rate for current loans of 
grain is common, but not quite so frequent as it is in Birbhum or Bankura. In ' 
the north-west of the district, in the more remote areas, it is more common and 
has been generally raised to this rate on account of the reoent scarcity, though 
it was common enough before. But nearer the plains in thanas Sal bam and 
Garhbota the rate is more usually 25 per cent. In Jumbuni it is either 
37£ per cent, or 50 por cent. In the south in Gopiballabhpur, it is goneralty 
50 per cent., the practical minimum is 6 kuns in the ura fit) kuris), or 37J per 
cent., 5 kuris in the ara and 4 kuris in the ara are mainly confined to the 
Belyabcra propnetor and the Nawab, respectively. Cases have been found 
in tho nmth of the district of interest at 10 kuris per ara. For seed loans 
100 per cent, is universal. Compound interest is always charged. 

Small money loans are usually given at two pice a month per rupeo or 
37J per annum. But in Jambuni the rate of interest for a loan below Rs. 15 
is reported to be usually one anna in the rupee per mensem For larger sums 
tlio intorost is less. In the south m GopibaHabhpur interest as high as 
50 per cent, is sometimes charged for small money loans. 

As usual, tho indebtedness of the Sonthal is mainly for grain, and when the 
debt is converted into a mortgage which he is to repay in money, his chance 
of repayment has gone. So long as it is m grain, the chances of repayment 
are more favourable. By far the largest proportion of these mortgages are 
executed with a rate of interest of 24 por cent., or above, and about three- 
fourths of these at a rate of interest above 37£ per cent, (vide Appendix II). 
The high rate of interest has naturally an effect on the ultimate amount of 
dispossession, but it is the fact that it is not simple interest, but compound 
interest, that kills. 

In the north-west of the district there are complaints that tho mahajam 
get sales executed when an agreement Las been made for a usufructuary 
mortgage, and in the south Mi. J. B. Wood reports that sales are occasionally 
executed when the Sonthal only intended to execute a mortgage. Complaints 
of a similar nature were received in Birbhum. There is no doubt something m 
this, and it is very important that Registrars should explain documents to 
'Sbnthals when registering them. 

There are two minor reasons for the indebtedness of the Sonthal in the 
south. The first 31r. J B. Wood reports is the systematic extortion by the 
small excise officials who for a consideration allow illicit home-brewing or 
distillation. The second is the extortion by the zammdan peons when the 
Sonthal is found cutting sal trees or is allowed to cut them with the poon’a 
connivance. 


UAL4SOEE | 

98 Tho rate of mutation is rather similar to that in the south of 
Midnaporo but is growing. Instances of transfers will be found in the 
villages in the Appendix 

99. Private sale .—This does not appear to have been very prevalent 
twelve yeais ago, but ib now growing. Verbal transfers are occasionally made, 
and tho Sontlials have a practice, which also exists in Midnaporo, of handing 
the mahajans a stamped paper blank except for their signature. 

The amla of the 4-anna share m Fatehabad pargana are making use 
of their position to get tho lands of the Sonthals into their own hands by 
mahajani. The SonthaL themselves do not distinguish between the amla and 
the estate, and they wero rather bitter against the amla for compelling them to 
execute documents foi the loans they had taken. 

100. Civil Cow t sales f or money or rent .—As in other districts, such sales 

are not very common. . 
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101. Usufructuary mortgages .—These are common now-a-days, though not 
common about 12 years ago There is a far greater amount of transfer 
comparatively by usufructuary mortgage in this area than in any of the other 
districts. These usufructuary mortgages are, however, commonly only for the 
interest; the principal stands very lixtle chance of repayment, so that they are 
to all intents and purposes permanent transfers Occasionally the land is 
given back to the Souths I hhagti 

102. Indebtedness .— The number of mortgages in the villages show that the 
amount of indebtedness in this area is large, and is growing despite the 
poverty of the laud• As usual, tlie Sonthals have all to take paddy loans during 
the ycai, and the majority were still indebted in March after the annual 
payments had been paid. The prevailing rate of interest for grain is locally 
50 per cent., but a few money-lenders in Midnapore lend gtain at 37£ per cent. 
In some cases the rate is 37J per cent , Lf the Sonthal takes the grain to the 
mahajan in repayment, but if the tnahajan comes foi it, he charges 50 per cent, 
interest for Ins trouble Small money loans are given at a rate of one-anna per 
rupee, and laiger sums at balf-anna per rupee per month. Tho rate of interest 
charged by the amla in tho 4-anna sharo of tho Futehabad paigana is 3 
per cent. Compound interest is charged on all grain loans as usual. 

Owing to the small number of Sonthals in this district, I did not ask the 
Registrar or District Judge to have returns prepared showing the number of 
mortgages, Civil Court sales, etc. 


QE.NER&L 

103 General causes of loss of land and indebtedness .—From the Sonthal’s point 
of view, ho loses his land because ho is uneducated and submissive, and the 
mahajan takes advantage of his ignorance to cheat him out of his land* by sharp 
practico This is the cose, but it *s not the whole truth Sympathetic 
observers also recognise that drink and thnftlessnoss complete the main causes. 
Only occasionally have the Sonthals admitted to losing tlieii lands, because their 
ancestor frequented tlie grog-Bhop too much, and it is not from their statements 
that I could deduce tins conclusion. But it is so patent a fact that it needs no 
proof. 

Another cause to which the Sonthals ascribe the loss of their lands is the 
breaking down of tho intact village system. Intact villages as a rule have 
disclosed less dispossession than broken villages. It is however difficult to say to 
wliat extent this cause operates, because a broken village tpso facto generally 
denotes a more advanced state of dispossession, But when a mahajan obtains 
possession of a village, it is entirely at his mercy. There is not tho slightest 
doubt that tho rato of dispossession is greatest in areas like the south-west of 
Bankura or tho north-weHt of Midnapore, where mahajans have been able to 
secure tho headman's light. 

Another minor cause which has possibly operated to some extent is the loss 
of man lands foimerly hold by village officials. The wise forefathers of the 
Sonthals, when they invented the village communal system, doubtless in¬ 
tended to foi m each village into a self-reliant unit which could cope with the 
outside world. In their wisdom they, hiwover, remembered that each 
villa^tf official, though a Sonthal, was still a human being, and had, like the vast 
majority of human beings, to be paid for his services. They therefore decided 
that the official should got some lands rent-free for his services But now-a- 
days this rent-free land bus all but disappeared. There is thus every probability 
that the village officials, not being properly paid, have ceased to regard many 
of tlie affuira of any individual one of them in the village as a matter that con¬ 
cerned the whole village, and have reduced their duties to aininimum compatible 
amount of ricc-beer or number of hens they icoeive for tho services they must 
perform. This I think is a fact. These officials have, theieforc, possibly 
ceased to voice tho desire of tho village community to keep out tho Dikku, 
and tho Sonthal is allowed to live and to sell lus land us liu likes. I am indebted 
for this oi rather a similar theory, to a record in tlie Settlement Office, Sonthal 
^RrirH im n. The idea is fascinating, but it is difficult to soy how much there is 



38 


io it- The causes of the Sonthal’s indebtedness or of the loss of his lands can 
be classified as follows 

External. Internal. 


(1) Mahajam sharp pnotice. 

(2J Mahqjan headmen. 

(3) Zamindari thorp praotioe (to a muon lean 

extent, exoept when the samindar is a 
mahajan). 

(4) Low of v an lands, and breaking down 

of the intact Tillage. 


(1) Drink 

(2) Thrift lowness. 

(3) Want of education. 

(4) Buhminfd ve new. 


It is possible to legislate against the external evils. Internal cause No. (4) 
can be turned into self’reliance by maintaining villages intact. Internal cause 
No. (2) can be partially eradicated by removing internal cause No. (3). No. (1) 
can be partially cored by taking away the temptation to go to the liquor-shop. 
It is hopeless to expect to eradicate it. 


CHAPTER V. 

Civil Court Proceedings. 

{Terms of the Reference Ao. TV.) 

i 

104. I have utilised the figures (vide Appendix III) obtained from the 
different District Judges for Chapter IV, and very little remains to be said in this 
chapter, as the examination of Civil Court proceedings was to be on the lineB of 
the statements in the Appendix. These figures must bo received with caution. 

I am doubtful whether they are any use for the comparison of districts. 

— BIRBHUM 

105. Besides the large number of ex-parte decrees obtained agaist the 
Sonthals, the most noticeable feature is that in 24 per cent, of tho casus 
brought against Sonthals, the interest of the Sonthals has been sold. This is 
very remarkable, as compared with the Sadgops, in which the figure is 9 per cent. 
It will be observed that a large number of decrees against the Sadgops also 
are ex-parie . I selected the cultivating caste of Sadgops for comparation 
in R&mpur HAt subdivision, as they aro a Hindu cultivating caste who bulk 
largely in the population of this subdivision. 

BANKURA. 

106. An examination of different villages disclosed the fact that the 
Dikku was not uniformly successful in the cases he brings, particularly 
in cases brought to increase rents. The figures show that it ho Sonthals, 
Bhumijes and Bauris, _ in a large proportion of cases have ex-parte decrees 

C assed against them, and the number of -cases in which the Bauris have 
een sold up, as compared with the total number of oases brought, would 
appear to indicate that their position is somewhat analogous to that of the 
Sonthals. 

Tho percentage of cases in which the right, title and interest of the 
Sonthal has been sold is leas than that in Birbhum; it is only 13 per cent. 

HIDJV A FOBS. 

107, The percentage of cases in Midnapore in which the right, title 
and interest of the Sonthals has been sold is smaller than in either 
Birbhum or Bankura. It is only between 7 and 8 per cent of tha total 
number of cases brought. But compared with the figures for Kurmis, in which 
cases the percentage is 2 per cent., it is large. If these statistics are accurate, 
whereas in about 35 per cent, of the cases decrees against Sonthals era ex -parte, 
in the case of Kurmis the percentage is 46 per cent. 

103. The Sonthals contest 24 per cent, of the cases and the 20 per 

cent. The Sonthals compromise 22 per cent, of the cases and the Kurmis 
16 per cent. The figures for Bhumijes are of little practical use. ‘ 
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GENERAL. 

109. Ex-parti decrees seem equally common amongst all classes for 
which figures hare been supplied. The figures for appeals, I hare omitted, as 
of little practical use. The Dikkn can appeal, and does appeal up to the High 
Court. I have not heard of a Sonthel appealing to that extent. He cannot 
afford it, nor can he afford to defend himself there. It would be more equitable 
if appeals and applications for revisions in all but criminal cases were not 
allowed to go higher than the District Judge in cases brought by or against 
aborigines, unless the District Judge certified that ihe aborigines were 
only nominally a party, and therefore the case waa a proper one to go before 
the High Court. This question might be considered in connectioc with the 
Bill proposed in Chapter XIV. ' page « 


CHAPTER VI. 

Akbitbahy Eviction. 

(Terms of the Reference No, V.) 

BIBSHUM. 

110. Arbitrary eviction is not prevalent. Thore are very many complaints 
that the Sonthals havo boon arbitrarily evicted, but few of them would 
bear examination. The zamindars and makajans have been very careful to ob¬ 
serve the law. There hove already been a series of agitations by the Sonthale, 
resulting it two settlements, and there is no reason to believe that this foim of 
oppression exists to any particular extent now. Of course there uie the usual 
cases of boundary and land disputes, and probably a few of the complaints of 
arbitrary eviction are true; but to say that it is prevalent would be, I think, 
quite beeide the mark. A settlement can however only disclose u what eitent 
it is prevalent. One form that once existed is the following. A proprietor 
would, when giving fresh lease of a village to a Mostagir, cut off portions of 
it as salatru for his own benefit. There woto a few complaints made of 
this in Rampur Ilitt subdivision which it was very difficult to check 
But it has been apparently more prevalent m the Kainagar outpost. 

111. Another form is the settlement of reclaimed land with some person other 
than the person who reclaimed it, because the latter rof used to pay the rent dem¬ 
anded. The proprietor presumably, as the law at present stands, has the right 
to do this Complaints were made against the Rev. L. O. Skrefsrud that ho wns 
in the habit of arbitrarily evicting the tenant, specific instances were, however, 
wanting. On enquiry into one case, it appealed that the Sonlbal cultivated 
some lmd under Mr. Skrefsrud as a service holding for doing some missionary, 
work in a village other than his own. lie got into a tangle with a vomati 
Mr. Skrefsrud beard of it. The Sontha] heard that Mr. Skrefsrud had heard of 
it. Ho promptly fled to his original village. The iiev. L. O. Skrefsiud is 
quite strong enough to arbitrarily evict, but ho denies that he does it, and there 
is no proof that he does. 

112. A third form that exists is the dispossession of Sonthals after a sale for 
rent of a whole village on the ground that tho Sonthals are the under-raiyats of 
the Santh&l whose village was sold. This is not prevalent in the Rampur llht 
subdivision where their rights as occupancy-nnyats are secured, but in the part 
of Suri where the Mostagir*is regarded as a ruiyat, specific instances of this 
have been found. Tho fact that, whether raiyat or uuder-raiyut, they hove or 
should have occupancy-rights has been ignored. 

113. Rampur f Appendix 1(a), No XVJ is an instance of & village where 
the Sonthals have been arbitrarily evicted from their uplands on a large scale. 

BANKUBA. 

114. Numerous complaints were made of arbitrary eviction, but a few 
minutes* cross-examination generally broke down tho theory. It is unnecessary 
to adopt illegal methods with ihe Sonthals. An ex-ports decree in Court or a sale 
qf the Sonthal's land by a registered deed is all that is sufficient and both are 
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easy to arrange. There exist, or existed however, some subtle forms of 
arbitrary eviction in which the landlord puts forward a claim os of right* 

They are:— 

(1) Eviction on the ground that Sonthals are under* rain a te.—When a Sonthal 

headman has been sold up for the rent of aportion of a mauza, 
the new proprietor assumes at once that the former is a raiyat 
and takes possesfion of the land of the other Sonthals whom he 
regards os under-raiyats. 

Cases of this description ore reported from Chhatna and Taldangra ; 
in the latter area it is reported that the raiyats of the headman 
are generally regarded as under-raiyats. In Raipur and Khatra, 
the form of this that I found was the common habit of a 
headman selling his right to a mahtijan, and the mahajan trying to 
obtain possession of his co-sharers 1 interest also. This parti¬ 
cular form is, however, one of the usual incidents of mahojani 
sharp practioe. It has not, however, met with universal buocobs 
in Raipur and Khatra, because the headman’s right is regarded as 
divisible. 

(2) Arbitrary eviction on termination of a temporary lease, —On the one 

hand the zamindar asserts that the Sonthals have oultivated 
beyond the boundaries of the land that he gave them, and, on 
the other side, the Sonthals assert that they have not. In the 
end the proprietor gives a fresh patla , audcubs off portions of 
the cultivation. Sometimes he does this on the ground that it 
is 8alum for the fresh lease. There is a village, just south of 
Khatra, in which this is at present the bone of contention be¬ 
tween the landlord and the Sonthal headman. 

(3) Eviction by a new proprietor. —Isolated instances have been discovered 

of a new proprietor coming in and trying to set up a claim to 
direct possession of land on the ground that the Sonthals were 
mere tenants-at will and cultivated tho land bhagti . Such a claim 
is helped by the practice, common in Khatra and Raipur, of 
making verbal (mukhjubant) settlements; the proprietors allege 
that the SonthalB having no patta have no nght, and therefore 
are not entitled to receipts But I am glad to report that the 
Dikku is not universally successful in such oases in the Civil 
Courts. Circumstances are, however, so much in favour of the 
Dikku being able to establish such a claim, that it is quite possible 
that CBBes of this description ore more common than I think. 

(4) Arbitrary evictsm from il man ” lands. —From Chhatna there are many 

complaints that man lands were resumed by tho acquirer of the 
headman’s right very many yoars ago on the ground that the 
Sonthals paid no rent for them. It is doubtful whether this 
form exists at all at present in any area, and this iso probably due 
to the difficulty of distinguishing man lands from rented IaDus, as 
well as to the fact that such lands have practically ceased to exist. 


MIDNAPOBE. 

115. The Kanungo, Maulvi Ekramuddin, found that arbitrary eviction 
had been very prevalent in the remote northwrest of Binpur thana, but 
was getting Iobs prevalent every day. If a Sonthal did not pay his rent or his 
debts to a tenure-holder, the tenure-holder would tell him to leave some of his 
land and tho Sonthal would do so. The Kanungo states that tho Dikku 
Mandate he interrogated were unable to give any satisfactory explanation of 
this. The Raja of Uamgarh has obtained land in almost all his villages by the 
favourite method of taking some of the land as salat*i on giving* a new settle¬ 
ment of the village. There aro some uninvestigated complaints that the Naya- 
gram tahsildars make arrangements to transfer portions of a Sonthal’s jo to in 
ardor to defray the arrears of rent or debts due by the latter. 

* JEJocoired after the clow of the enquiry, nde footnote alio os pege 84. 
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For the rest, most of the complaints of arbitrary evictions! so often made 
by the Sonthala, resolve themselves into ez-parte decrees or evictions by a legal 
process which to the Sonthal was not justified. 

BALASORE 

116. So far as I can gather, arbitrary eviction is occasionally indulged 
in by the amla of the 4 anna share in the Fatehabad pargana. One case is 
rather interesting. Dukhia’s mother owed the Naib some money. She went to 
repay it The Naib’s wife was on the point of death, so she was told to come 
later. By the time she came again, the Naib’s wife was dead. The Naib 
promptly accused the Sontlial woman of having killed his wife by witchcraft, 
ancL fined her Rs 24. She could not pay it, so had to give six bighas instead. 
The Naib was questioned, but he could not deny it. In another case a cook 
belonging to the estate conti ived to oust a Sonthal from 10 cottahs of land. I 
am informed that this is to be returned. 

GENERAL. 

117. In dealing with the subject of arbitrary eviction, I have not taken 
into account evictions from land let out on a temporary lease to a raiyat who is 
already a settled raiyat of the village. That class of eviction is probably 
prevalent, because it is doubtful whether the Sonthal recognises that he is entitled 
to occupancy rights in such land, when it is not the proprietor’s private land. 
Should a settlement be undertaken, a great deal of good ought possibly be done 
by securing the Sonthala in the possession of these lands alleged to be given 
in a temporary lease; though probably, particularly in Bankura, a number of 
such Sonthal raiyats will be suppressed by the mahajan proprietors. 


CHAPTER VII 
Rents 

(Terms of the Reference No, VII) 

BIBBHUM 

118. Rompur Hat subdivision —Practically there is only one proprietor 
of any importance, Babn P. C. Pando of Pakaur, who has not increased 
the rents of his villages. That the others have done bo is due to the fact that 
reclamation is still going on, and fresh rent is assessed for the new land. The 
old land is the lower and more fertile land, and the new land is the higher and 
Iobb feitile land, so that it may very well be assumed that the new land is 
worse than the old. Yet rents show that, in the majority of cases, the rate of 
rent is higher for the poorer new land than for the old land. The reason of 
this 16 that tTfe proprietois want to raise the SonthalB 1 rate of rent to that paid 
by tho Dikkus. A Sonthal pays a much lower rate of rent than a Dikku, 
because he has made the land liimsolf, and is entitled to privileged rates 
accordingly by the custom of the country. What these rates should be were 
fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Rnlia in 1881 m his settlement. They are 
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110. Partab Chandra ChoudItry’s villages afford p. most striking example 
of how rents can be increased. His villages were settled by Babu Bhuban 
Mohan Raha in 1881, but last year Babu P. C Choudhry has given a fresh lease 
of bis villages to Moatagirs, after a measurement, at a fixed rent of 8 annas per 
bigha. Babu Bhu ban Mohan Raba’s rates generally work out at about 4 annas 
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per bigha, bo that the rate of rent have been practically doubled. This has 
been done regardless of the fact that the settled raiyat was entitled to hold 
his original land at the rates fixed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, subject to 
certain restrictions, none of which cover the case of doubling a rate of rent. 
But not only has the rate of rent been doubled, but the actual rent is quadruple, 
and moro than quadruple what it was in Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha’s 


time, eg. — 


Chandernagore 
Mcrgodanga (No II) 


in*. 

Rent 

Present 

Preeent 


1881 

1881 

Are*. 

Kent 


Bighas. 

Rs 

Bighas. 

Rs 


Ill 0 51 

21 12 10 

217 2 0 

108 8 

16 

9 1 12 

1 16 6 

32 6 0 

16 2 

8 


120. The At sta are paid in Awn and Pau». The Sonthal generally has to 
bonow money from a mahajan to*pay the rent in Asitia Even in intact 
villages such os Murgadanga 'No. I) vide Appendix I (a). No. V], the rate of 
rent for excess cultivation is much higher, e <7., for 30 bighas the total rent is 
R«. 21, whilst for tne whole village of 198 bighas the Tent is Ks. 40. The rate 
of rent for tho new land would make it socond class land, and as only 10 bighas 
of third class rice land existed 111 the village in 1881 (the rest wbb land of a 
lower class), it may very well be assumed that this is not tho case. 
Digalpnhan £ Appendix 1 (a), No. VII] shows a gradual increase in the rate 
of rent from annas 5^ a bigha to annas 7± A mukhtear bought the village 
of [Bajpara Appendix I (a), No XIIJ, and raised tho rents from Rs 18 to 
Rs. 98. 

1541. Instances could be multiplied of cases whero the rent has been 
arbitianly increased, and for some of tlieBe a reference to tho villages m 
Appendix may be made. Others are— 
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122. In the above list of villages there has only been a moderate increase 
in the rent (with the exception of the last four). In such cases without a measure 
meal and classification of lands, it is difficult to decide whether the increase 
in rent is moderate or not. In Adalpahan, however, the excess land about 
50 bighas was assessed at about Rs 50, according to which it would be first 
class rice land, which is not the cose at all. A similar result is seen in Kirtipur. 
In one area, as in the villages of Saldolia and Sealdonga f vide Appendix I (a). 
No. VI] a very curious method of assessing rent exists. An entirely fictitious 
rent is fixed, and then a large remission from this is made, and the remainder 
realised. As fresh cultivation is measured, a fictitious amount is added to the 
ongin&l fictitious amount, and another large remission made. It is to be hoped 
that no Court will mistake tho fictitious amount for the real rent. Luckily in a 
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number of these eases the Sonthals can prove by receipts that they have paid the 
same remainders for 20 years In Murarai thana, Sonthals who cultivate land, 
which was not made by them, pay a highor rate of rent for that lend. Dikkixs 
pay much higher rates. Foi example, some Dhangars were found to bo culti¬ 
vating 17 bighas on a rental of Rs 43. In a few oases the Sonthals have 
objected to pay the iuci eased rents, and are depositing them in the Civil 
Courts. Receipts are generally granted, but the areas are not written on them 
in a large number of cases. 

123. In tho Mollaipur Paigana, Munshi Nundji also fixed rates of rent foi 
Sonthal lands, in 1892. These wero slightly different from those fixed by 
Dabu Bhuban Mohan Raha. They wore— 
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124. But the excess land is being troated here by the Mohant of Moilarpur 
iu exactly the same way as it is elsewhere. Those fixed rates are being ignored. 
In Jotia I found that the amfn was assessing new land as follows — 


Paddy land 
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125. One field of 7 bighas 13 cottahs, which was examined and could at 
the utmost have only been half third class and half second class, was 
assessed at Rh 9-9. Assuming that it was even all second class, the rent should 
not have been moro than Rs 5-10. The landlord’s arnin explained that he 
regarded it as fiist class land, because it was the beBt land the Sonthals held 1 
The Sonthals also brought a complaint that the arnin had been assessing to 
now rents land already in 1 heir khatians, on the ground that it was parti at 
the time of the settlement in 1892. This was found to be mconcct, though 
tho land just being assessed, had undoubtedly been made several years ago. 
Tho Moliant’s men have been collecting three years rent for the excess land. 
By this means, according to the Bengal Tenancy Act, it becomes a fixed rent 

123. The Mohant was given an opportunity of explaining the high rate of 
lent for new land. But all the information that was forthcoming was that 
Bengalis pay higher rates for similar lands, an answer that begs the question 
entirely as Sonthals are entitled to privileged rates in this area. He has 
measured increased aiea in Raipur, Jctia and Polasbom. According to his 
own statement, new cultivation is being assessed at the following rates —* 

Per Bighau 
Rs. A 

First oI&bb paddy land ... ... 1 3 

Second „ », ,* l "I 

Third „ „ m — 1 9 

Fourth „ ,, i* «•• • • 9 12 

Upland «•■ ■■■ 9 G 

127. Homestead lands are also being charged for at 4 anaan and 6 annas 
per bigha, which ib also against the recognised custom of the area.. 

The rates in the last paragraph are very much in excess of those fixed by 
Munshi Nundji , and they aro practically tho rates fixed by him for excess 
land in Bengali holdings. 

The subject of rents in the Rampur Hwt subdivision cannot be finished 
without a reference to the jalkar charged by the Kevd. li. O. Skrefsrud 

There is a band which he has built in Aturia and for which he charges 
all the villagers 4 annas in the rupee of rent jalkar • The villagers say that all 
the Sonthals have to pay jalkar whether they benefit from the tank or not 

o 2 
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This is substantially borne out by the rent-roll of the village, though one 
raiyat was produced who did not pay the jalkar. The Sonthals are now ap¬ 
prehensive that n further jalkar will be charged to everybody for another tank 
in another Tillage. 

128. The following statement of some rents and areas of some villages in 
Maureswar thana chosen at random for comparison shows both the tendency of 
rents to be considerably enhanced and the Iobb in lands:— 
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62 2 8 

6 
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4 

70 
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7 
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8 

35 
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76 9 12 

8 
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13 
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12 7 

820 10 8 
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The figure* for Hampur are extraordinary, bat ere correct. Vv£t Appendix 1(a) No. XV 


Present rent 
of Sonthals, 
as shown in 
landlord’s 
papers 


Rs. a os 
300 1 6± 

315 8 0 

130 10 0 

73 4 0 

40 13 121 

101 4 16 

67 7 15 

421 3 2 


129. Sadder subdivision —The area m Sun differs in respect of rents in 
that there has been no settlement, except in a few villages belonging to the 
Maharaja of Burdwan. In the other villages, the total rent of the village has 
been increased from time to timo by the proprietor after a rough appraisement 
or a measurement, fresh pattas being given on such occasions In one vill age 
of K&ranjabani, there was an incrouse from Rs. 9 to Rs.55 in the rental of the 
village after a measurement in 1311 The receipts show a rental of Rs. 110, 
with a remission of Rs. 65. The area is 207 bighas 7 cottahs. The Hetanipur 
Raj also has increased the rents of its villages. In Moralpur the rent was 
first Rb. 50-10, then Rs. 80, and now Rs 171, and m Kusumkandar it was first 
Rs. 32, then Rs. 45, and now Rs. 85. Without measurements it is impossible to 
say bow far these rates are wrong. What is clearly wrong is the large sudden 
increase, whether the actual increase bo justified by the increased cultivation 
or not. 

In the Burdwan Khas Mahal settlement rents were increased t on account of 
increased cultivation, but this was done gradually. For example in Moldanga 
the rent of 242 bighas 2 oottahs 10 dhurs was increased from Rs. 50 to 
Rs. 88-11-3, by an arrangement that Rs. 60 should be paid for threo years, 
Rs. 70. for the next throe years, and then Rs. 88-11-^ 

In Bolpur, Maulvi Saiyid Muhammad Nasiruddin reports that the old rate 
of rent varied between 8 annas and to 12 annas per bigha, and in many cases 
it has now been increased tq Re. 1 and Re. 1-12 a bigha, but where it was 
originally fixed at Re. 1 a bigha that rate has been maintained. 

Areas are not always mentioned in the receipts, and some cases have been 
found in which no receipts are granted. 


BANKUJiA 

130. It has been stated that when a mahajan has obtained possession of 
a village, he has generally frightened or persuaded the villagers into executing 
registered documents for their lands at enhanced rents. Such a statement would 
probably be true of the state of affairs some years ago, and was probably true 
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then in the case of almost every village which went into the hands of a mahajan f 
e -9*i Harnagurni, where the rate of rent per rek was increased from Rs. 3 to 
Rs. 7. But it is not literally true of the present day, though recent instances 
have been found in which the mahajans have increased the rentB. The mhhajan- 
proprietors find it difficult to prove their right to an increase of rent in Court, 
and many instances have been found in which they have been unsuccessful. 
They find it more advantageous to involve the Sonthal in debts, then buy his 
land and resettle it at a high produce rent. 

131. The method of raising rents by measuring increased cultivation and 
assessing the increase to rent is not very prevalent. In some of the villages of 
Messrs. Gisborne and Company, rents have been increased in this way. Ip ouc 
village, Pindagadia [Appendix I (5), No. XXIVl an enterprising Sonthal head¬ 
man had measured Die lands in the village, but had been unsuccessful in raising 
the rent in the Civil Court. 

132.. Jangalburx tenures, from their nature, and also Mandali tenures are 
liable to increase in the rent, eg SJ a patta of 1873 for Ruktagarua shows that the 
rent from 1280—1284 B was originally n*7, and it was then assessed at Rs. 7. 
It is now Rs. 23 In Tilaikanah, a patta was given in 1688 with rent at Rs. 20 
plus half the sdl cut. The rent had originally been Rs. 4. In Polanbam, a 
patta was given in 1889 for a term of years on a rental of Rs. 21. Subsequently, 
in 1000, a mokuran patta was given to all Sonthals on a rental of Ks. 74, eight 
pounds of janha t * eight seers pundit, eight seers bajra y ono seer ghee y one seer hag 
and eight seers kalax. The rent had been raised to Rs. 60 in between But with 
no measurements, it is difficult to say that the increase in rent was not perfectly 
justifiable; at all events there has been no excitement amongst the Sonthals 
concerning the increase. But in a very large number of village*, omitting the 
change to a produce rent after a sale rents have not been increased for many 
years. ThiB is almost universally the case where there has been no recent 
change of proprietors. 

133. Comparison between past and present rent-rolls was practically 
impossible, as the tenure-holders in the majority of cases said that rent-rolls did 
not exist. This, judging from the haphazard way in which receipts sometimes 
are and sometimes are not granted, and the fact that measurements are not, as 
a rule, given on the receipts, is possibly the case. Those that I saw were of 
little value. The rents in some Ghatwal villages in Chhatna were compared 
with the Ghatwali chithas prepared during the Ghatwal settlement, ana the 
rent was found to be the same. In one Ghatwal village that has been sold, the 
purchaser is trying to increase the rent. 

134. On the whole, it can safely be said that a noticeable increase in the 
rates of rent is not & characteristic of the Sonthals in the Bankura district, 
except when there has been a change of txtle tn the land . The exception is a very 
big one. When a wia/w/an-proprietor buys land from Sonthal, he pioceeds to 
resettle it with the latter at a very highly-increased combined money and 
produce rent, #r simply a produce rent, c.y., Jherka Manjhi, of Goberda 
TAppeudix I (5), No. VIII], sold 2 bighas 10 cottahs rented at 12 annas in 
Goberda. He got it back at a rent of 8 maunds, valued by the mahajan at 
Rs. 16. This, however, is moderate. In Tilabad f Appendix I No X] a 
sajha rental is 8 maunde a bigba for good land, and m other villages sajfta at 
11 maunds a bigha has been found. In Ledhapakur [Appendix 1 (b) t No. XXV] 
the rent lias been increased from Rs. 20-10 to Rs. 31 plus 58 maunds, t e., 
to about Rb. 147, tuking the mahajant standard valuta of tho maund at Rs. 2. 
Mhny instances will be found in tho Appendix. Receipts are not always given. 
When no settlement has been made m writing, tho proprietor docs not consider 
it is incumbent on him to grant receipts. Ho maintains the Sonthal 
has no right oi iS merely an undcr-raiyat. Tho Sonthals uro. rather 
lucky in that there have not been many untoward results. I am inclined 
to believe the formation of a Munsiffi at IChatra has had a good effect. 
This syBtem of rack-renting is a charactorintie parriculaily of Khatra 
and Raipur thanas. Several examples of Road Cess being charged at very 
high rates have been noted c,g. , Goberda and R&gnat in the [Appendix I ( h\ 
Nos. VIII and XXVI]. 


•Pulses 
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13 j. Mtdnapore Zaminda? i Company ( Thanas Bmpur , Garbheta andSajbam) — 

1 instructed my Assistant to obtain past yamabandis from tho Manager, but 
the latter failed to produce them In Bmpur there has been, and is apparently 
still going on, a gradual measurement of tho villoges in the Silda Pargana, 
hut as to how rents would bo increased, the Assistant Manager, I interviewed, 
was lpticcnt All the information available was that rents would be increased 
by 2 annas in the rupee of rent, whore thero was reason for doing so, and 
fixed rates would bo settled for fiesh cultivation. In ICamarbandi I obtained 
a liBt of routs, Its 7-3-10 for bighas 17-6-4 for some Tecent fresh cultiva¬ 
tion, which betokens a moderate rental. But the Sonthal Mandal himself, while 
objoolmg to the mciease in his own rent, makes a considerable profit on the 
c Elections of tho village [vtdc Kamarbandi in Appendix I (c), No. I], In 
Garblicta and Salbaui, generally spoukmg rents have been increased. This is 
well illustrated by the villages in the Appendix. The average rate in the 
broken villages of these thanas is very much bighei than in the intact villages 
of Kamgarh (vide statement below) 

136. Ramgarh and Lalgarh (Thana Binpwr\ —The Rajas of Ramgarh and 
Lalgaih are, 1 am informed, addicted to measurement of increased cultivation 
Tho statement on the next page gives some idea of the change in rates and rents 
in Ramgarh. It does not appear from these figures (collected by Maulvi Saiyid 
Muhammad Nasiruddin) that there is very much to complain of m the rateB at 
which i exits aio assessed for increased cultivation Some of the villages in the 
Appendix howevei show rents that have been increased out of proportion to the 
increase of cultivation. 

137. Btlyabcra (Thana Gopiballabhpur ).—The rents have not been increased 
for 12 years since 1866 97, when a measurement of the whole mahal was under¬ 
taken, and rents fixed at different ratos in different villages for different 
classes oi land. Piovious rent rolls were not forthcoming. The following 
is a specimen of tho rates in Dhammara village * — 
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138 Khelar-Nayagram (Thana GopibiUabhpur) % —l\i Nayagram there was a 
measurement and settlement by the Cornt of Waids in 1886, In 1898-99 the 
uplands or dxl/i lands hitherto unassessed were measured and assessed to rent. 
*1 he estato used to cultivate indigo under an arrangemeut that theraiyats were 
to sow half a high a of indigo for each plough they owned, and in roturn 
they were poinutted to cultivate as much daht land as they pleased. In 1898 
indigo was stopped owing to tho falling off in price. The four indigo 
lactones of the estato weio closed, and m th6 following year all tho uplands 
were measuied, and an amicable settlement of the same was carried into 
effect 

A statement is given on the next page showing the result of this settlement 
in a few selected villages. But though tho assessment in some villages was largely 
inei eased there are now no complaints regarding the increase , in point of fact 
it ib regarded as a blessing m exchange for the labour of cultivating indigo, 
which from all accounts was not very popular. « 
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139. Nay abas an and Rohmi .—In Nayabasan and Cbiara the rents ■were 
last settled in 188C and 1891, respectively, and since then there has been no 
change, so far as my information goes. There are settlements under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act now' going on, or hay© just been completed in Jhargram, Rohmi, 
Chiara and Nayabasan. 

In the northern thanas of Midnapore the practice of mahnjans letting out 
lands on large produce rents is much the same as in Binpur tlmnu, but it gets 
less prevalent eastwards and southwards. 
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paddj) 


A«=ara -IS kuna, 

Ji_“kuri= 16 pais 
P=pais 

Rents arc paid in money and in grain 


JnmalandiB of the Khclar-Nayagtam Estate 


Serial 

No 

Name of Village 

\ 

Year 

Settlement op rent ok 
Lands, excluding 
Uplands 

Year 

1 

Settlement ot 
Uplands. 

Area. 

Rent 

Area | 

Rent 




B K CH. 

Rs. A. GS 


B K CH 

Rb a. gb 

1 

BaByabhol 


21 6 4 

G 10 74 

1899 

46 8 8 

14 6 6 

2 

Palasiya 

18o6 

205 3 5 

78 11 61 

it 

26 1 10 

16 1 18* 

3 

Panchgaohia 

19 

130 0 14 

49 14 5| 

tr 

147 16 8 

66 1 0* 

4 

Rokhmmara 

91 

111 14 0 

36 11 0} 

•| 

86 1 12 

35 14 0 

5 

Mohonrura ... 

1886 

189 2 0 

118 1 11 

99 

398 10 9 

109 8 3$ 

6 

Chihmda 

99 

31 6 4 

114 0 io* 

it 

20 3 0 

G 6 5 

7 

Bara Talpaia 

18H4 

102 14 0 

68 7 7 

ti 

206 1 12 

90 12 41 

8 

E&khm 

1885 

188 4 4 

94 2 10} 

yn 

47 1 4 

21 « H 

9 

Aatia 

1884 

99 6 14 

37 9 0* 

99 

162 2 7 

73 7 15 


UALABOHE 

140. There has been no recent increase of rent. The last measurement 
in the four-annas share of pargana Fateh&bad was in 1305. The old jamabund a 
papers are said to be non-existent, but rents appear to be still low. In the other 
ten-annas share, routs have been the same for at least 20 years, since tbc 
IsBt measurement when rents were fixed. 
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chapter viii. 

Effects of Settlements. 

(Terms of the Reference No. VIII.) 

BIRBHTJM 

141. The effects of the different settlements in Birbhum have already 
been observed as different questions arose It remains only to bring briefly 
together the leading results of these settlements. There have been three 
settlements.— 

(1) Babu Bliuban Mohan Raha’s settlement (1881—83), in which practi¬ 

cally all the Sonthal villages in the Rampur Hat subdivision 
were measured, in which a compromise was arranged between the 
proprietor and a headman, and in which certain rates of rent 
given in Chapter VII were fixed. This was not a record-of-rights 
under any law, but a record of rents and areas. 

(2) Munshi Nundji’s settlement of the estate of the Mohant of Mollaipur 

(1891—93) under the Bengal Tenancy Act v forming a record of 
existing rights And conditions, in winch rates of rent were fixed 
for the Sonthals. 

(3) The Burdwan Khas Mahals settlement under the Bengal Tenancy 

' Act finished m 1892. 

t 

142. The principal results of the first quasi settlement, so far as the 
Sonthals are concerned, are as follows — 

(1) The breakage of the Mostagiri system has been delayed. In the 

villages settled with a Mostagir one third of the villages are now 
broken, whilst in the unsettled village the proportion is three 
quarters. 

(2) By fixing a low rate of rent, a restrictive influence has been brought 

to bear on the increase in the rate of rent. Though rates are 
now being increased, and in some cases very largely, there can be 
no doubt that thoy would have been very much higher, had it 
not been for thiB settlement. 

(3) The Sonthals have acquired rights as occupancy raiyats. 

It has had no effect in the following particulars:— 

(1) It has not prevented the proprietor from charging higher rates of 

rent for excess land or for fresh settlement of land, though 
as before there has been a restrictive influence at work. 

(2) It has not prevented transfers. 

(3) It has not entirely done away with illegal abwabi or amlaa 

exactions. « 

(4) Though a chittha or detailed description of the lands in the whole 

village was prepared, no kkattan was given to each raiyat. Con¬ 
sequent on the inevitable changes since 1881, and the amount of 
reclamation that has taken place, these chittkas are now of little 
use. 

143. The main effects of the second settlement were in effect to settle all 
outstanding disputes between the landlord and tenant, to confirm the rights of 
the Sonthals as settled raiyats, and to fix the Sonthals’ rent at rates less than 
those fixed for Dikkus. But it has not preyented the landlord illegally 
increasing the rateB of rent for excess cultivation. In a few villages, e.g. y 
Rampur [Appendix I (a), No. XV], the record-of^rights has been absolutely 
ignored by toe intermediate tenure-holders. 

144. The effects of the third settlement on the Sonthals have been unfor¬ 
tunate in one respect owing to there being no law regarding headmen. In 
the report the following remarks occur :— 

The Manjhi jotes prevailing here, are to all intents and purposes the saipe as ordinary 
“settled* 7 holdings, but they partake somewhat of the nature of “tenures** properly 
so-called. The Manjhx or Mostagir is the Sonthal village headman, who takes a settlement 
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of large tracts of land and sublets it to Sonthal settlers in small patches, reserving a portion 
for his own use They hold generally at low rates in consideration of their usefulness to 
landlords in recla imin g waste-lands. As a hardy raoe aooustomed to a rough life, they are 
pre-emine n tly fitted for all hinds of diffioult cultivation, and are on this aooount very 
much in requisition among Birbbum land-owners for bringing barren high lands and forest 
tracts under the plough. 

145. TheBe remarks demand some criticism. In the first place, they give the 
impression that the Sonthal is the landlord’s labourer, whose use is to reclaim- 
land for the ultimate benefit of the landlord. This is entirely the landlord’s 
point of view. He forgets that the Sonthal has made the land out of what 
was to him then an almost valueless asset. He proceeds to raise the r&nt, or 
to try and oust the Sonthal, because he is covetous of the fruits of the Sonthal’s 
labour. It is only recently the landlord has bogun to exploit the jungles, and 
to preserve them for their timber. But in this area he has now no opportunity 
of doing this, as there is practically no jungle left. It seems to be the duty of 
Government to combat this forgetfulness on the part of the proprietor. 

In the second place, the recording of tho Manjhi, as a Bottled raiyat, 
has had the unfortunate effect of causing all the other Sonthal8 to be recorded 
as tmder-raiyats. The result is that in. neighbouring villages hold by small 
proprietors, whenever a Sonthal village is sold up for lent, all the Sonthals 
are treated as under-raiyats and are dispossessed. For instance, in Dhangal- 

E ara, a mahajan bought the village from the Mostagir and obtained recognition 
y the proprietor (not the Maharaja of Burdwan). The mahajan deliberately 
defaulted in tho payment of rentj he was sold up for rent, and all the Sonthals 
were dispossessed He ih said to have been in league with the proprietor, who 
has now got khaa possession over all the lands, and is going to givo the mahajan 
a lease of them In Moldanga, where the Sonthals are recorded in the record- 
of-nghts as under-raiyats of the Mostagir, some of them have Bold their lands to 
mahajanst who refuse to pay rent to the Mostagir. Consequently the Mnsfcocir 
cannot pay his rent, and the village will possibly be sold up foi rent, with the 
anticipated result that one of tho mahvjana will somehow or other obtain posses¬ 
sion of the hamlet and oust all tho Sonthals from possession. 

146. Mr. Skrcfsrud a villages have been measured by him, and assessments 
made nt rates similar to thnso fixed by Babu Bhuban Moban Italia, or in Homo 
coses at lower lutes. The total rents are high, but the villages are much larger 
than tho ordinary Sonthal villages. One thing to which definite exception 
must be taken is the illegal gomastlia cess of one anna in the rupoe. There is 
howover not much doubt that the villages ato kept in bettor order by the 
Revd. L. O Skrefsrud than other villages in Birbhum. 

147 In the unsettled area m Rajnagar and Muhammad Bazar, except for 
tho Buidwan settlement, the majority of the villages have never been settled, 
and tho raij ats nre at the mercy of tho landlord, so far as the total of the rents 
is concerned" in intact villages, in this respect it differs from the settled 
villa ires in the Rampm IlHt subdivision, where they are morn at the mercy 
of the landlords, so far as excess cultivation is concerned. In broken villages, 
in the unsettled area of Rtijnagur, there has been little reBtiictive influence, 
beyond tho neighbourhood of the Sonthal Farganas, at work in preventing 
rents being raised For example (Appendix I(a , Nos, XVII and XVIIIJ in 
Madanpur the rents now average 12 annas a bigba,and in Kuralmetia Iis. I a 
bigha, which arc much higher than the rut^s, to which the zamindars in Ram pur 
HUt subdivision have yet been able to raise their rents. 

In Rolpur the condition of the Sonthals is reported to be better;, but this 
is doubtless due to the fact that the cultivation is more recent. 


BANKUpA, MIDflArOB.fi AND BALASORE 

148. There has been no settlement in tho areas in Bankura or Balasore 
under report. In Midnapore the settlements m Jbargram, Nayabasan, Chiara 
and Rohini are only j’ust completed, or are still goiqg on, and it is too early 
a to ascertain their effect. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Subinfeudation by the Pboprietor. 

(Terms of the Reference No. VI.) 

BIEuHUM. 

149. In this area there is & large number of proprietors, most of 
them small ones, -who are either patnidara , darpatnidare or eepatmdara. 
In these circumstances, it is difficult to draw the line between the actual 
zamindar and the tenure-holder. There are a few landlords, like P. C. Pande 
of Pakour, who acroptod Baba Bkuban Mohan Iiaha’s settlement in 1881 and 
has not even changed the rents of the village since then, although there muBt 
have boon considerable reclamation. There is a big proprietor, like the Mohant 
of Mollarpur, who up to 1892 was always fighting with his tenants, and wbb 
then 'believed to have been most oppressive, and who is now settling new re¬ 
claimed land at rates much higher than those settled by legal proceedings for 
the Sonthals in the pargana. There are landlords, like P. C. Chaudhry, who 
has recently increased his rents to quadruple what the rent was in 1881, 
though the area under cultivation has only doubled. There are mahajan - 
proprietors, like somo of the Mulhati Babus, whose has been to get most of 
the cultivation of their villages into their own hands. 

In tho Sadar subdivision, there is the Maharaja of Burdwan, who is 
admittedly a good landlord. 

150. Exactions of Re. 1 by the gomaBhta and Re. 1 by the peon per village 
are by no moans uncommon. In some cases the Sonthals apparently pay some¬ 
thing for their receipts, but it is difficult to distinguish this from gomashtn-cess. 
The Rev. L. O. Skrefsrud charges gomashta-cess at the rate of one anna in 
the rupee. This is defended by him on the ground that it is the custom in the 
Sonthal Parganas. It finds n place in his books, audited m Calcutta. 

151. Bcthbcqar , or free labour, from the tenants at the time of ploughing 
and harvesting the crop, is still taken by the proprietors, either directly or 
indirectly by paying the tenants below the market price of their labour. 
Vegetables are supplied free to tho proprietors’ amla ana occasionally to the 
proprietor. Landlords occasionally come down to the village when tho crop is 
cut, there have it sold to the mahajan or banya , and the rent is realised on the 
spot At all events all the landlords arrange to have some one present when 
the crop is being cut. The Sonthals term it forcible realisation of rents, which 
it really is. I have myself soen a zamindan peon in a position which can only 
be described as that of a custodian of the raiyat’s crop, whilo it was being 
threshed. He seemed a bit ashamed end divested himself of the large staff he 
was currying. 

152. But the matters mentioned in the last paragraph do not trouble the 
Sonthals much, excopt m a few coses. Their main objections are to the 
dispossession of lend by mahajana , to the loss of the headman’s right and to the 
raiding of rents. Changes in ownership by snb-infeudation since 1881 are not 
very common, but m the Appendix will be found several instances to prove that 
in such cases tenure-holders are more oppressive than landlords. In Jitpur 
[Appendix 1(a), No. IJ the mahajan put m by the proprietor is assessing rents 
for excess cultivation at double rates. In llarangdih [Appendix 1(a), No. IIlJ 
a similai mahajan has dispossessed the Sonthals of most of their lands and turned 
them into their servants. In Dobdattapur and Dharmpur (Appendix 1(a), 
Nos. VIII and X] the Sonthals have become the servants of the owners. In 
Hhainipur one of the owners has given to his own son and others a lease of some 
Southall land m the village, which he had obtained by sale, and now the son 
has become a raiyat and planted Sonthal under-raiyats on the land. In Bajpara 
[Appendix 1(a), No. X11J a mukhtear bought the village at an auction-Bole, and 
proceeded to raise the rents from Rs. 18 to tis. 93. In the Mollarpur villages, 
intermediate tenure-holders are absolutely ignoring the reOord-of-rights. For 
example, m Rampur they have taken away all the uplands of the Sonthals and 
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increased the rents f Appendix 1(a), No. XVI, There is not the slightest doubt 
that tenure-holders are more oppressive than landlords. Their aim is to 
make money out of the village. They have generally only that village and 
can therefore devote their attention to it. 

BANKUHA. 

^159. To the question what effect the practice of subinfeudation by 
zamindars has had on the Sonthals, the only answer can bo a most adverse 
effect. To the other question, whether tenure-holders are more oppressive 
than zamindars, the answer is undoubtedly “yes,” provided thoy aio mahajans. 
The reason is that in liankura, Bubinfeudation takes tho form of subinfeudation 
to money lenders^ or grain-dealers whose only object is to make money. But 
in this area there is very little chance of a comparison between the methods 
of the zamindar and the tenure-holder, because subinfeudation is so very 
prevalent; the large zamindars have let their villages out on lease or distri¬ 
buted them amongBt their adherents, in a number of cases aro heavily 
involved and in other cases their estates have been sold up in satisfaction of 
their debts. The villages under tho Chhatna Raj havo been leased to tenure- 
holders, so long as the villages were under the Raj they appear to have been 
intact, but the tenure-holders proceeded to break down the system and raise 
the renls. As an example of the kind of thing a tenure holder indulges in, 
the oldest and largest village in Chhatna may bo cited. r l’ho tenure-holders 
brought successively against the Sonthaii headman, who was formerly a 
substantial mokurridar , a Buit for compensation for having excavated a band 
and turned waste-lands into cultivation, a criminal case for having cut trees, 
a title suit for the uncultivated area and a ront suit on uccount of increased 
demand, but each of them was decided in favour of tho headman. Rut tho 
headman and his co-sharers had already oxecutod a mortgage bond for 
Ra. 399 in favour of one Gayaram Kir, who is said to have paid no toady 
money, but promised them to look after the civil suits and supply the 
necessary expenses. As he failed to do so, others came in and looked 
after the civil suits, to whom the headman and his co-shareis had to 
transfer their lands on the termination of the civil suits foi the expenses they 
had mcuired, and bo on, until tho mokuraridar was mined. In Chhatna 
tho Tambolis (or betel-sellers) possess the worst reputation as tenure-holders. 
They are also cultivators and mahajanSj and indulge in all the usual mahajani 
practices in order to obtain possession of the Sonthals’ lands. The smaller 
tonure-holders also indulge a little in arbitrary eviction. 

154. Khatra thana used to be called Dhalbhum, and formerly belonged to 
a Raja of tho washerman caste. It is now divided nrto two estates, Supur and 
Ambikanagar Tho greater portion of tho Supur estate has beon sold, and 
that of Ambikanagar has been sold to Sir Sourindra Mohan Thakur, and is in 
the Court of Wards. Tho big landowner as the immediate rent-receiver of the 
Sonthal docs not now exist, except in the villages ui\der Sii Sourindia Mohan 
Thakur, Messrs. Gisborne and Company and the Simlapal Raja, the mahajans 
have taken the place of the rent-receivers. The result is [vide m village 
Goberda in the Appendix I (fl), No. VIII] that they immediately try and get all 
the land in their possession. In the same village the mahajan proprietor charges 
road cess at an illegal rate, about 2 annas in the rupee. The difference between 
the ways of themahajen tenure-holder and the zanundar are well illustrated in 
the village of Hainngurm QAppodix I (b) f No. IX] by the rents. Where the 
mahajan has bought land, he lets it out again at a high produce rental equivalent 
to twenty fold the original rent, but tho zamindar is content to mciease the 
rent, when land haB been sold up to a little more than double the origiual [vide 
case of Duma Maujhi No. 17)]. The Sonthals respect the Khatra Raja, but 
dislike tho »n*Aa;an-proprietor and his ways. 

155, In the Raipur thana, portions of the estate of Syamsunderpur have 
been sold , Phulkusma has also been sold ; and Raipur*has beon leased out to 
Messrs. Gisborne and Company in satisfaction of debts. Of the villages examined, 
except those held by Messrs. Gisborne and Company, all tho villages wore held 
by tenure-holders, mostly mahajans. An occasional village would be found, like 
Ifttlodkanali, where the proprietor was a Bengali Brahmin, and not a mahajan , 
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who admittedly treated the Sonthals well. In Onda the tenure-holders are 
not reported to be oppressive; in this area the Sonthals cultivate most of the 
lands bhagti. Betkbgear is practically a universal institution. In some cases, 
as in Qoberda and Harnagurni, the Sonthals have to give beihbegar both to the 
immediate rent-receiver and tho Khntra Raj. Thoy appear to give it willingly 
enough to the Khatra Raj, which they regard with respect and a certain 
amount of sympathy on account of its indebtedness. Besides bethbegar y 
vegetables have to bo provided either for the tenure-holder or for the 
zamindar’s amla. At festivals or funerals a subscription called mangan is 
levied. If a mahajan -proprietor buys a horse, the Sonthals are made to 
contribute towards its purchase. 

midnapore 

156. The Jungle Mahals, divided as they are between large pro¬ 
prietors, of which the chief are the Midnapore Zamindari Company, the Nawab 
of Murshidabad, the Maharaja of Mourbhanj and the Raja of Jhargram, may be 
divided into two halves. The northern half is that in which the Mandal or 
Aimadar or Ijaradar corresponds to a tenure-holder, and has intervened between 
the proprietor nnd the raiyat, and the southern half is that where tlio mandal 
or Pradhan is practically only the zamindar’s tahsildar or does not exist 
at all, and there is practically no subinfeudation As to how far this state 
of affairs has affected the Sonthal headman system has already been discussed 
in the chapter on that system 

15T. In the first area where the_ Mandal is also a mahajan, he is enabled by 
his position to carry on his mahajam business with greater success with his 
raiyats, and he is more oppressive than the proprietor. The Mandal in thiB 
area also manages to distribute the road cess he has to pay amongst his 
tenants; even the Sonthal Mandal does so [vide Kamarbandi, Appendix 1(a), 
No. 1 | in which village tho cess has been levied at one anna in the rupee of rent 
on oacli raiyat>. Bcthbeiar is sometimes taken. When the mahajan tenure-* 
holder obtains land from the tenant by arent or private sale, he lets it out on 
a produce lack-rent This the landlordpropei does not do. 

158. lu the second area, the mahajan is tabooed by the proprietor as a tenure- 
holder. In the first area, however, the Midnapore Zaminduri Company is the 
principal proprietor, and as a company formed to make money out of zamindari 
they may be relied upon to obtuin their pound of flesh l hoy have increased 
rents in the past in Garhbcta and Salbani. In Binpur thoy are about to do so. 
Thoy seemingly arc not free from trouble with the tenants. In one case tho 
zamindari peons had been sent to obtain possession of somo jungle, but the 
Sonthal who owned it resisted and shot one of the peons with au arrow. 
The Sonthal was convicted for this (he admitted to me he had shot the 
arrow), but he was found m possession of the jungle. Tho other landlords who 
demand notice in this area are the Rajas of Ramgarh and Lalgarh. The first 
or his ancestor, as already remarked, has cut off slices of villages for his own 
use when thoy are cleared and ieady for a settlement. He also indulges in 
periodical measurements .and revisions of rent. Ho charges mangan called 
haltaki at the rate of a rupee a plough on the occasion of a birth, 
death, or marriage in his family The Raja of Lalgarh charges a cess on the 
prohtp it realised by the Mandals from the raiyats over and above the rent. 
This is called “ perjar munafar upar dharja .” In the south, amongst the other 
large proprietors, little oppression now exists, except by the zamindari peons 
or amla In Nayagram, there are many complaints against the peons of the 
estate, who always exact something whenever they come to the village and who 
take huBb money from the Sonthals for cutting the forbidden sAl. In the same 
estate the rents were considerably enhanced on account of the assessment of dahi 
lands (uplands) m 1898 ( vide Chapter on rent), but the present fixity of the rent 
is regarded as a blessing by the Sonthals, and there was no complaint regarding 
this. Mangan , or a cess collected on tho occasion of any ceremony or other 
special reason, e.g , the purchase of an elephant, is common even amongst the 
smaller of the large proprietors. Occasionally the Sonthal does not even know 
what the collection is for. 

BALASOEE, 

159 There are few remarks to be made on the subject of sub** 
in feud at ion because the villages are all khat in the 10 anna share, and aie 
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held by Sonthal Pradham or Ijamdars in the other share. In the first area there 
is practically no oppression by the zamindar, but the tahsildars demand and 
receive bethbegars for the cultivation of their own lands and are supplied with 
fuel at certain festivals. 

160. In the second area where the amla have a great deal of power in the 
estate bethibegari is said to be regularly demanded by the amla. The amla in this 
estate, as already noted, have taken advantage of their position to get lands 
into their own hands by mahajam . and a few instances of arbitrary eviction by 
them have also come to light. 


GENERAL 

1GI The real proprietors of the soil the Sonthals respect, howevor 
much they grumble at their exactions. There are good and bad proprietors, 
but the tenure-holder is as a rule more oppressive than the landlord , far more if 
he is a mabajan, which he is to a large extent in Barikura and north Midnapore 
and to some extent in Hirbhum.- Such a tenure-holder recoives no respect from 
the Sonthals Tho effect of sub-mfeudation on the village headman system 
has been sufficiently indicated in the Chapter on that system It is difficult to 
sav of proprietors and tenure-holders which arc more keen to break an intact 
village. On the whole, it is probably tho latter. 


CHAPTER X. 

Miscellaneous. 

(Terms of the Reference No. JC.) 

Tho matter'' treated in tins Chapter have only been the inoident&l subjeot of inquiry ] 

Education 

BinUHUM 

162 The following note by the Deputy Inspector of Schools in Birbhum 
illustrates the state, of education amongst tho SonthalH m that district — 

From a roforence to my ofhco reoords, I find that the history of Sonthal eduoation 
m this dihtrict duleB from the y oar 1881, when five schools wero opened as an experimental 
moasuro especially for tho education of Sonthal children, Since then suoh sohools have 
been maintained with varying success, hut the eduoation in them has all along been mainly 
confined to the 8 taught through the medium of Bengali, the vernacular of the district 
The Middle school returns sometimes show Sonthal pupils m stages higher than the Primary, 
but such eases art^very rare, and the exact number cannot he given, as figures are not available, 
During the current, yeai, as fur as I romember, I noticed two or three Sonthal pupils 
reooivmg education beyond the primary stage m Middle sohocls A statement showing 
the progress- of Sonthal education iu tins district during the quinquennium endiug in March 
1909 is anuexed It shows that the progress, though not very enoouraging during tho first 
three years of the quinquennium has, during last two years, been sutisfac tory as f/ir as 
schools and pupils are concerned. But the progress of education is not judged only by 
the number ofBchools and pupils, tho principal factor determining it being tho effioionoy of the 
teachers and the taught What we have dono now is the collection of materials only, and it 
will take yeate to complete the work of construction and consolidation, wbiob, having regard 
to the conservation of the Sonthals, cannot but be slow * * * * * * In 1907-08 tho 

Dnectorof Publio Instruction (on the report of the District Magistrate) was pleased to sanction 
Rs 4,000 for Sonthal eduoation m this district, tho full amount for which we have applied. 
In the latter part of 190G-07, the Sub-Inspectors of Schools were requested to open new 
Sonthal Bohonls in their respective areas, with the result that so many as 61 schools were 
returned in 1907-08 Most of the existing schools are still m their infanoy, and it would be 
premature now to say anything about tliBir success • • • • The working of those sohools is 
watohod with keen interest, not only by the Educational officers, .but also by the Diatnot 
Magistrate himself , and it is hoped that tho result achieved will, if not fully oommensurate 
to the oost incurred, bo not quite disappointing The Sonthal pupils are exempted from 
payment of Bohool fees, and a special Lower Primary Scholarship has been reserved for them 
It will not be out of plaoe to mention hero that the age limit, whioh is Id years in the oase 
bf aboriginal pupils competing for Lower Primary Scholarships, stands not infrequently in 
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the way of their getting suoh scholarships; and I am of opinion that it may be raised to 
16 years, at least, in the case of scholarships reserved for them, if not for general competition, 

A Sonthah-knowing Assistant Sub-Inspector of Schools has of late been appointed to 
supervise tho progress of the Sonthal oduoation in the diBtriots of Birbhum, Bankura and 
Miduopore, and his efforts to popularise education among the Sontbals will, I believe, not 
prove altogether fruitless 

% 

Statement shewing the pi ogress of Sonthal Education in the District of Birbhum duiing the quinquennium ending in 

Slaich 1909. 
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lG^, There certainly lias beon an advance made in education, as compared 
with the condition of Bankura and Midnupoie.* In tho village of Gopalpur there 
wcio aa many as 20 Sonthals on the register, and only 15 Muhammadans When 
a school has boon established lit any village, tho Sonthals of that village and 
a fow from tho villages vciy near attend it But, if the school is at a little 
distance, veiy few of tho children do. In villages where there has boon much 
dispossession, the people are rathei apathetic about educating their children, 
as they say they have to woik now as tabourets, and will always have 
to work as such. For example, m Kalyanpur, the villagers go off to 
woik in the quarries of Pakaur, and take thoir children along with them, 
r^'oi Thoio aie a few, but very fow, well-educated Southnls. An examplo 
is Dtirga Manjln, tho Fcrganait in Rampur Hilt, who has stirred the Sonthais 
up to a senae of their wrongs and grievances. To this I must add that 
Mr Skrufsrud, a matter which is well known to Government, lias done a groat 
deal towards educating the Sontlinls. His Mission can be relied upon to furnish 
Sonthal school masters in tl c Birbhum schools. 


* District. 


Birbhum 

Bankura 

Midnapur 


Sonthal 

population 


Number of 
fiouthal pupils 


47.281 1,184 

1,06,082 

1,40,251 1,481 
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BAKzrnA. 

161. "No one in the village can read or write. We do not Bond our 
children to school. T hero is a school a mile off. It has a Dikku master. 
We do not send our children to it. It ie too far. We cannot pay the fees. 
Our hoys are^ frightened of tho Dikku boys. They also are required as 
labourers. Yes, we recognise that education will help us ugainst the 
mo&ajan. If there is a school close at hand, a Sonthal school master and no 
fees, we would send our children to school.” That is the usual kind of reply 
received. Some of them, however, aie very much alive to the necessity of 
education as a weapon against tho mahajan , and would welcome education. 
There arc, of course, educated men here and there, and possibly m every 
other villago or so a man can be found who can read and write, and m a few 
villages even thico or four men. But in tho north, in Ckhatna, it is rcpoited 
that oducatod persons can almost be counted on the fingers of one hand, a 
collecting member of a panebayat, two daffadarSy one village school-master 
and few others. 

165. Two villages were found in which Sonthal schools existed sorno 
ten or twenty years ago, but they were subsequently discontinued lu 
one fees had to be paid, which was a deterrent. In anbtlior villago tho 
childicn used to go to school, but a Dikku Bchool-master, who punished 
them, was appointed Instead of a Sonthal, and they ceased going to school. 
Where villages have just started with a Sonthal school-master, I have noticed 
an increase in attendance » 

160 Such cm outlook is not very encoui aging , but, as a matter of fact, m 
recent yeais somo progress has been made m education, as the following 
figures show — 


Class of School. 

1908-1000 

1902-1903 

I 

Total 
number 
of pupils 

Sonthul 

pupils 

Total 
number 
ul pupils 

1 

Snnlbal 

pupils 

High English 

2,161 | 

1 

... | 

2,116 

■ • A 

Middle „ 

1,928 1 


1,867 

2 

„ Vornnmlni 

1,140 

1 

1,138 

• 

Upper Primary 

8,748 

102 

8,031 

94 

Bower „ ... 

28,854 

P24 

21 ,8,11 

391 

Other Schools ... 

557 ' 

1 

315 

6 

Private Institutions 

455 I 

•• 

477 


• Total ... 

43,846 | 

i 

1,328 

38,793 

497 


It will appeal that the number of Sonthul pupils has risen from 407 in 
1902-03 to 1,328, or by 831. The children generally end their education in 
Primary schools 

lb7. It is i oported that as a rule the hoys pay practically little or no foos. 
Tho incroaso m numbers is lepoited to bo due to the mtioduction of capitation 
allowances paid from the departmental pnmaiy grant to the giu 2 is for teaching 
aboriginal pupils m addition to tho ordinary Distiict Board grant——a method 
calculated to incroaso paper numbeis. 

168. Tho pei cent ago ol Sonthal pupils to tho wholo number of pupils is 
3 02,, but as tho percentage of tho Sonthal population to tho whole population 
is 9 5, the number of Sonth/Ts attending school is i oirdderably m defect of tho 
population. Under the 15 per cent, rule, 11,852 Sonthals are of a school-going 
age, whereas only 1,328 actually attend school, that is 8-3 per cent, of the 

wholo number of a school-going age. . . , 

At present there are 13 Sonthal teachers in the district against 9 ana 11 in 

fbe lost two preceding years respectively. 
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169. The following table shows the number of scholarships awarded to 
Sonthal pupils for the past four years.—. 


Nokbsr op Soathal Pupils obtain¬ 
ing Scholarships 



• Including one girl 


PTO. The Sarenga Mission has also done a good deal towards the educa¬ 
tion of the Sonthals, as the following account kindly given by the Revd. G. E. 
Woodford will show*— 

“ Our educational work amongst the Sonthals began at Bishnupur about 
30 years ago, when a boarding school for Sonthal*boys was established, which 
has continued up to the present time. It was removed to Bankura soon after 
its inception, and there it developed into the li Sonthal Training School.” Then 
about nino years ago, when we took up the Sonthal work m earnest, and 
established ourselves at Sarenga, tho school was transferred to that place. The 
school is a Middle Vernacular school and has a good record. For a number 
of years in succession our boys won scholarships, and quite a number of 
teachers have been turned out by it. We have some dozen village schools in 
connection with tho Mission, the average about 20 pupils each, but are not 
purely Sonthal, the teachers of all of which we have trained ourselves. An 
even grcatei number of oui old Sonthal boys are running, with more or less 
success, independent schools in $he district. Three or four of our best boys 
have been sent to Bankura to read English, and ono of them takes his 
intermediate this year 

About Bix. years ago we established a Sonthal girls’ boarding Bchool, which 
teaches up to the Upper Primary standard only Our pupils in this school 
are all Ohiistiatis. Besides the ordinary subjects, we teach the girls sewing 
and diawn thread work We try not to lift them out of their station. Our 
aim is to create a community of intelligent, thrifty, sobei, clean Sonthal 
cultivators, m this aroa. There are from 40 to f>0 boarders in each of these 
schools. As a rule, tho pupils in tho village schools do not got very far 
They are taken away to help their parents whenever thoy are busy, and, being 
discouraged, they soon give up reading under such unfavourable circumstances 
altogether. In tho boarding school, on the other hand, it is lihe rule for the 
boys to read steadily, as long as wo sec that there is any hope of their being 
able to pi ofit by it 

The American Baptists of Midnapore ouce had a lot of village schools in 
this neighbourhood, and I am constantly coming across Sonthals who have learned 
to road and write under them. I understand that Government used to give them 
generous help for developing education amongBt the Sonthals. With help from 
Government, we could do much to develop tho village school system m this arer 

Probably a dozen men, who have read up to the Middle Vernacular 
standard, are available as teachers, if Government require them. 

If Government is in earnest about extending education amongst tho 
people, I consider that a special man should be appointed to work it up in each 
area. He might work under the existing Educational authorities in each 
district, but I should prefer that he did not. The essentials for success in 
village schools are perhaps :— 

(1) Holidays during tho very busy times of cultivation. 

(2) Absence of fees. 

(3) Employment of Sonthal teachers. 

(4) Absence of Hindu scholars, at least| in any number. , 
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Another thing that I think the Sonthals feel is that there is no prospect for 
^wnen thejr have learned, say up to the Middle Vernacular standard* 
All they can look forward to now is the becoming a teacher of an indepen. 
dent Primary school, where they may or may not earn enough to keep body 
and soul together. The District Board may possibly give a small grant, but 
that is uncertain, and depends on influence to a large extent. 

usually means great sacrifice for Sonthals to educate their boys up to 
the Middle Vernacular standard, and some of them, I fear, are coming to the 
conclusion that the result is not worth it.” 

MIDNA PORE. 

. • My information on the subject of the education of Sonthals 

in Midn spore is rather meagre. The are 45 Primary schools under the 
control of _ the ^ Missionary bodies, where Sonthals and other aboriginal 
bodies receive instruction, each having on an average 20 boy pupils. 
Altogether there are 900 boys'and 190 girls under training. All these schools 
are taught by Sonthals, The number of Sonthal pupils in ordinary Primary 
schools taught by non-aboriginu 1 teachers for the last two years is as 
follows :— 


1908-09 .. ... ... ... ... 391 

1907-08 .. ... ... ... 387 

The Midnapore District Board has reserved two Lower Primary scholar¬ 
ships for aboriginal pupils, in Jhargram; though many of the schools ore 
connected with, or contiguous to, Sonthal bodies, they rarely attond them. 
But the Btato of affairs is 'very similar to that in Binkura, and south of the 
Subamarekha is ever worse. Binpur, Grarhbeta, Jhargram and Salbani aro 
well within the influence of the different Missionaries, and efforts ace being 
made to educate the Sonthals, but even m Midni, a laige village of 6'J houses, 
where there is a school, only two persons know how to read and write, and 
four know a little. How liable to failure those efforts are, is obvious from the 
fact that in two or three places like Kriatonagar there wore once schools, 
which have now been given up There was another school at Chamarband 
(Gopiballabhpur) under the Bhimpur Mission, with a school-master who was 
paid Ks. 5 by the Sonthals ; but they ceased to pay, and the school ceased 
to exist. 

17<3. The Sonthals in this district aro more or less apathetic on the subject 
of education, but occasionally an enthusiastic Sonthal will be found who 
wants his children educated. One brought threo of his children to mo for 
examination. He used to send them to school in another village, but had 
taken them away because they only pretended to go. In Kohini also there 
aro comparatively a large number of Christian Sonthals, who are educated. 
In the same mahal there is a path&ala with a Sonthal guru who gets about 
Kb. 4 or Rs. 5»a month from about 25 pupils paying foes varying from 2 to 
4 annas a month. These remarks do not apply to the Bhumijes in Kohini, 
who are still more backward. South of the Subamarekha the almost universal 
state of affairs is that no one can read ot write, and no one goes to school ; 
indeed 0 , in some places, they do not know Bengali well enough fo go and 
normal to labour amongst the Dikkus. Yet at Ambi there is a patkiala whose 
master is a Bhumij; ho has 30 pupils, of whom 10 are Bhumij and 20 are 
Sonthals, and he receives about Rs. 2-8, or Ks. 3 a month. The school 
had not been inspected by the rural Sub-Inspector for three years. The 
percentage of Christian Sonthals south of the Subamarekha is very small. 

BAJjASOUE. 

173. There are 37 schools in the area inhabited by the Sonthals 
in the permanently-settled part of the district, north of the Subamarekha, of 
which ten are classed as 'Lower Primary Sonthal Mission Schools, and are 
managed by the Baptist Mission. There are besides this bix other Mission 
schools of different kinds—kindergarten, girls,* zenana and mistresses’. 

174. The Mission are thus doing all they can to educate the aborigine. 
Nevertheless, touring through the district and taking up haphazard villages, 
the usual reply I received was that no one could road or write, and that no 
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one went to school. Sonthal school-masters are employed in the schools; and 
from the accounts and papers of one Sonthal school-master, it would appear 
that no fees are charged. His remuneration was Rs. 4 a month; the total 
number of pupils on his register 21, and the average attendance 76 per cent. 


92 
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GENERAL 

175. I entirely agree that the essentials mentioned by the 
Revd. G-. E Woodford are essential for success; of these, the most important 
are h Sonthal school-master, and tho absence of fees; the holidays in cultiva¬ 
tion time should be given as a matter-of-course, and the schools should be 
for aborigines only. I would suggest that Sonthal education be developed on 
these lines. Missions might be asked to Bupply school-masters, and in 
return some subsidy might be given. The Sonthals of different villages would 
probably agree to build a house for the school-master. A clean house, such 
as the Sonthals build for themselves, would be quite sufficient. I would 
certainly not attempt to raise subscriptions for expensive BchoolB built on any 
standard plan. The first effort should be made in the Perganait’s village 
through tne Perganait, and his influence brought to boar on the Sonthal head¬ 
men in all the other villages. 


State of Liquor Traffic. 


BLRBHUM. 


02 . 

nditioq 


176. The Sonthal is proverbial for his taste for drink, but he prefers 
to manufacture his own liquor called hanri or nce-beer. This also he use. 
for religious purposes, when it is made by the women in a ceremonial manners 
In this district at the Banta and Saharui festivals, its manufacture is allowed 
on payment of a small fee* Hut there is no doubt that illicit manufacture goeB 
on at other times, although the Sonthal area is covered with pachwai Bhops 
held by Sunrts as vendors. This pachwai (Dikku rice-beer) is the favourite 
drink of the Sonthal. Country-spirit is too expensive for them. Some 
say they do not care for it; others that they really prefer it; but. in any 
case, its price is beyond the Sonthal, and he does not drink it. Women drink 
rice-beer, but not pachwat, because they are more particular m ceremonial matters 
than men and will not touch what a Dikku has prepared. The old men are 
the worst drinkers, and the money that the labourers make is mostly spent in 
the pachwai shops. But zdoney is not a necessity, as grain is accepted in 
lieu of cash. The Excise Deputy Collector reports that for a seer of paddy 
by volume, a seer of diluted pachwai by volume is generally supplied. The 
price of a seer of paddy is about three pice, and that of a seer of pachwai one- 
and-a-half pice. This agrees with my enquiries, which showed Qiat the Sonthal 
in giving grain had to p?y about twice as much as he would if he paid in money. 
This barter should be Btopped. The Sonthal in this area wants to be allowed 
to brew his own rice-beer: firstly, because he uses it at all religious ceremonies; 
secondly, because the women can drink it; and, thirdly, because he Wants to 
drink without let or hindrance. 


ban KURA. 

177. As in Birbhum, the Sonthals in this district are addicted to 
liquor. They prefer, however, the liquor made from mahua , molasseB, etc., hut 
where its pnoe is too high, they drink pachwai or rice-beer which they regard 
as both food and drink. Pachwai from tne shop is practically unknown in 
Raipur. They are allowed to manufacture rice-beer at home duping the 
Bama festival, but they want it for other festivals. For these ceremonies, and 
for the uso of the women, they indulge in illicit manufacture. A good mahua 
crop is also said to lead to illicit distillation. 

Grain is not accepted instead of money. Sonthal vendors are not employed. 
SonthalB aro no more habitual in their attendance at liquor shops than Bauris 
or other castes. 
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MIDNAFOBE. 

178. In Midoapore there is one striking feature in the state of the 
liquor traffic which differentiates it from Bankuxa and Birbhum, and that is 
according to the Excise Deputy Collector’s report, that Sonthal and Bhumij 
sellers hold pachwai shops. Sonthal and lihumij sellers are found in almost 
all shops. A Sonthal woman will drink the rice-beer prepared by a Sonthal in 
such a shop. But no Sonthal will use it for his ceroinonies, because it is not 
properly prepared in a clean and ceremonial manner in new vessels. He 
freely admits that for these purposes he manufactures rice-beer if his own, and 
Mr. J. B. Wood reports that the Excise peons make hush-money out of this 
illicit manufacture. It is supposed that educated persons drink less than the 
ordinary Sonthal. I should not like to state this as a positive fact. Doubtless 
under the immedifue notice of the Missionaries they ure temperate, but I have 
seen cases, e.g. , a school-master intoxicated at 9 a.m., which lead me to 
accept such an opinion with a considerable amount of reserve. It is their natu¬ 
ral fault, and very difficult to eradicate. 

Grain is not received instead of money in the shops. 

179. Distilled liquor is regarded as a luxury, as oompared with rice-beer, 
which is looked upon as a necessity and as both food ana drink. It is only 
when the Sonthal comes back from the low-lands with a little money in his 
pocket that he drinks country-spirit, or when there is such a liquor shop in his 
immediate neighbourhood. I am informed that he prefers the spirituous liquor 
in the cold weather. 


BALASORE 

180. The main difference between the state of the liquor traffic in 
this area and elsewhere is that houses are given licenses at 4 annas each for the 
home-brew of rice-boer, and the Sonthal a only obtain liquor from shops on 
market days. The women prepare tlie rice-beer. 


GENERAL. 


181. In an early chapter it has been already premised that 
drink is one of the reasons for the impoverishment of the Sonthal, by which 
I mean drink obtained from the Bhop or outstill, whore they spend the gram 
that the mahajan has left them out of their harvest. The only way of stopping 
this is to close liquor shops and outstills. 

182. Country-spirit they can do very well without, but they cannot do 

without "rice-beer. The latter is both food and drink to them, is healthy, and is 
used by them at their ceremonial and religious festivals But it can only bo 
used then, when it is made by themselves in a special ceremonial manner. 
Rice-beer made by a Sonthal at a liquor-shop cannot be used for these purposes.- 
And, as a matter of fact, as wo have Been, they manufacture it illicitly, and 
the gams go not into the hands of Government as license foes, but into the 
hands of the smaller Excise officials as hush-money. There is therefore 
ground for conceding that the Sonthal should have reasonable opportunities of 
manufacturing this rice-beer. The two festivals at which he is allowed 
to manufacture rice-beer in Birbhum are not sufficient. The provision for 
house-tickets and for aboriginal village headman’s pachtaai home-brewing 
licenses under rule 13, section XI, page 131 of the Excise Manual, is aU that 
is required. In Balasore they have these house tickets, and the Sonthals 
cun only go to a liquor .hop on market deye once a week. . . 

In tlio Sonthal Paiganas, Chota Nagpur and the subdivision of Banka, 

in Bhagalpur, free homo-browing is allowed. 

183 The question now arises whether these house-tickets, and the abolition 
of the liquor shop, would mend matters. I have it on the authority of Mr. Bompas 
and Mr Gregson, an official and a non-official whose acquaintance with the 
Sonthal is of longstanding, that home-browing would mean loss drunkenness 
and less poverty It is a rather difficult question to answer when put to the 
test of Balasore where it exists, for there the land is so poor that in any case 
the Sonthal does not appear very prosperous, and he also has his weekly 
market liquor-shop at which he can spend his money. There is, however, 
1 think considerable force in the argument that, if home-brewing is allowed, 

UltUA, i3 
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then only a moderate amount of rice-beer will be drank, because the women 
will only prepare sufficient for their needs according to their means. In 
fact, in Balasore, the men admitted that the women did not prepare enough 
for them. As to drunkenness and poverty, therefore, there is some reason 
to believe that home-brewing will lead to less, provided the liquor shop is 
removed. 

The above is the case for the extension of the special provisions of the 
Excise Manual to the districts under enquiry. I have however no recommend¬ 
ation to make as 1 understand the matter has been disposed of. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF AGRICULTURAL BANKS OR GRAIN GOLAS. 

BIBBHUM. 

181. It has already been observed that the majority of the Sonthal’s 
transactions are in grain. In this district he sells his grain to pay his rent. 
In December the price of paddy was 23 seers to the rupee, and the Sonthal 
sold it at 2l seers, leaving the banga with a profit' of one seer in the rupee. He 
buys nis liquor with his grain. It is only in incidental cases, e.g., for 
marriages, cattle, etc., that he wants money. What he wants is grain from the 
time his supply of the last year has run out till the next rice harvest. When 
a debt is turned into money, the debt stands very little chance of repayment. 
He has no idea of the value of money. For these’reaaons a money agricultural 
bank would be practically useless, and tbe development of grain agricultural 
banks, or as they are called grain go las, should, if successful, go along way towards 
the improvement of tbe condition of the Sonthals. Two essentials are neces¬ 
sary for the conduct -of a grain gola —the first is a sufficient number of educated 
men in the village, and the second the ability to conduct the bank in a business¬ 
like manner. As ignorance and thnftleBsness, the negation of these two 
essentials, are two of the faults of the Sonthal, it stands to reason that the 
extension of the ByBtem, except under the direct guidance of some competent 
person, is remote. In some villages a sufficient number of educated persons 
can be found, but the ability to conduct a grain gola in a business-like manner 
would be almost sure to be wanting. Such villages are to be found near 
Mr. Skrcfsrud’B Mission. He has suggested tbe formation of a grain gola at 
Salbudra. I would suggest that one might be introduced there, provided that 
the Benagoria Mission will undertake to supervise it and, of course, provided 
the Sonthals will accept this supervision. That they will do so is not very- 
certain. Mr. Skrefsrud is not popular with them at present. *1 his supervision to 
my mind is, however, a necessity. In this district, I understand, the Sonthal pays 
np agricultural loans due to Government with great promptitude, although he 
has to borrow from the ma Sajan at 25 per cent, to do it. Mr. Skrefsrud complains 
however that he has difficulty in realising the money loans he makes. One 
reason for this is that it is a money loan ; another that Mr. Skrefsrud is not 
Government. If the Sonthals are led to believe that a gola is not an institution 
under the control of Government, but a form of self-help, there will be a risk 
of failure. The Sonthals appear to understand the principles of co-operation 
involved thoroughly, and have expressed the most lively desire to have the golas ; 
their ardour was, however, damped by the knowledge of their Jaok of educated 
men who could run them, 

BAJSKUBA 

186. There are no banks in this district under the control of the 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies. For the reasons already given under 
Eirbhum, money banks would be impracticable. The Revd. 6. E. Woodford 
started a bank amongst the Sonthals with a money branch. He found that 
the realisation of money was a difficult task, and the bank h».» now become a 
grain gola, pure and simple, which works without the slightest hitch. The 
rate of interest is one kuri in the ara or 6£ per cent. TheRevd. G. E. Wood¬ 
ford is of opinion that grain golas can be easily extended amongst tbe Sonthals. 

MIDNAPOBE. 

186. There are at present nine Sonthal' agricultural banks in this 
district. As to their working I have no knowledge. If they are money banks, 
I recommend their conversion into grain golas, when the mabqfans have been 
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paid off. That supervision which is so very neoessary exists in this district 
to Borne degree. Tnere are the Missionaries, and tnere is the Midnapore 
Zamindari Company. Mr. Gregson of the latter company also is of opinion 
that agricultural banks would be of little use, but that grain galas might be, 
and he would be willing to co operate. Mr. Wood, the Nawab’s Manager, is 
about to introduce agricultural banks in the estate of Khelar-Nayagram. 

Jhargram, being under the Court of Wards, affords Government with an 
opportunity of Btarling them in that area. The Manager of the Mourbhanj 
Cstate of Nayabasan and Rohini could also be recommended to introduce them 
in these estates. 

BALABOBE 

187. There are reported to be no agricultural banks under the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies in Balasore, but there are Missions here who could 
work them. 

GENERAL 

1S8. The first thing to be done appears to be for tho Registrar of 
Co-operative Societies to obtain the co-operation of the different Missionaries 
in the different districts, and the other persons and bodies I have already 
mentioned, in organising and supervising agricultural golas. They will be 
able to select suitable villages where there are educated men to run them. 

Without personal supervision, there is little chance of the golas being a success 
at present. As already stated, money banks are not likely to be a success. 

The necessity for them is less, and a Sonthal will pay back a loan of 
grain, but rarely a money loan It is "understood that one of the objects 
of money banks is the paying off of mahajans, but I think that tho realization 
of tho money lent would be found to be difficult, without forcing the Sonthal 
to go to another makajan to raise it. This is what happens with the agri¬ 
cultural loans issued by Government. Two kisis are fixed as a rule. One 
is fixed in tho summer, when no Sonthal has any money. As a result he has 
to borrow from the makajan at 25 per cent, to pay back a loan which he got Paco 92 {Rmor- 
froni Govornmont at G£ per cent. Incidentally I may recommend that tho moadatlonNo 10 5 
ftwfs may be fixed by the Collector in such cases with reference to the time of 
harvest of the Sonthal’s crops. 

189. It would be futile to recommend Government to start a huge grain 
and money-lending business with the Sonthals, but it is the ^ only practicable 
method of solving the problem of iheir indebtedness. It might, however, be 
tried in Government estates The loans would have to be in grain principally, 
and given piecemeal. 

CHAP TER XI. 


Migration and demand fob Labour. 

( Terms of the Reference No • X V.) 

DIRBHUM 

190. Rangamati [vide Appoudix 1(a), No. IV] affords a good example of the 
miirratorv customs of the Sonthal. The cultivation of the Sonthal in tbwarea 
is on tho edge of the laterite soil that he loves, so that, when the pressure of 
tho Donulation or the loss of his land drives him from hiB village, he is compel- 
led to seek new land far away, if he does not remain to work as a labourer. 
This ho has found in tho Barind, already referred to, and in Murshidabad. 
In the more northern thanas, a good number have emigrated to those places. 
A few have gone to Assam tu tea gardens. Then there is a large amount of 
inter-village migration in the neighbourhood. One man marries the daughter 
of another who has no son. He then goes and takes up his residence in the 
latter^ village. The family of one of the original doarers of the village is 
left without a support ; the children occasionally go. hack to the original 
village from which their father came, or else follow their mother to her 

V ‘U a ^ 91 ft “d a “ he'aroa is on the borders of th e plain proper, there is no great 
amount of emigration for labour. This the Sonthal finds at his doors. In the 
nsrthem thanes, ho finds employment at the Pakaor qnarnes, where they gel 
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five annas a box of stone. The whole family work—men, women and children. 
In other places, they labour for the Dikkus in the neighbouring villages. Near 
Ham pur H&t, they also labour in that town. Others go ana work in Bolpur 
thana, and settle in the southern thanas as labourers. A fair proportion of the 
Sonthals are now only labourers. As daily labourers, they earn about 4 or 

5 annas a day. As agi{cultural labourers, they work as krt*han» % ay., in some 
cases it is said that the land-holder gives them 6 bis of grain at 50 per cent, 
interest; for this they have to cultivate 12 bighas of land. They are allowed 
one-third of the crop, from which they have to pay back 9 bit of grain. 
Assuming that they get about 30 bis of (pain from 12 bighas of land, they have 
very little Left. All this contact with Dikkus has had a demoralising effect on 
the Sonthal. The demand for labour has given him a means of getting ready 
cash for his liquor Its presence at his door seems to be warping his energies 
for seeking fresh jungles to clear, and he is settling down as a labourer. 
Hitherto be has had the reputation of being truthful. Hero he has lost this to a 
certain extent, but he has not arrived at the stage of telling an untruth 
without being almost at once detected. 

BAH KXTRA. 

192. In Chhatuaj near the coal-field, Sonthals, who have no lands, go 
and work in the coal mines in the months of Ghatt, BysaA, J*yt, and also in 
Bhadoy 4 sin and Karttk , when there is no demand for agricultural labour at 
home. They work for a fortnight or so and then return home, going again 
after a few days. They earn about 4 annas a day. A few families who 
have lost all the lands, have emigrated to the coal mines permanently. From 
the south-weBtern portion of the districl emigration to the coal mines is by 
no means prevalent, but from here they regularly go m large numbers to 
Afarmal, that is to Burdwan and the plains of Bengal for labour during the 
transplanting and harvesting seasons, where they get as much as 5 or 

6 annas a day They bring back a small amount of money, Rb. 2 or Ks. 5, 
and occasionally larger sums, with which they pay off the debts incurred by 
their families in their absence. The rest goes in drink. The class that labours 
is drawn from those who have got no lands; but two or three individuals from 
large families, who have not sufficient cultivation, also go off and labour. 
The labourer who goes narmal is a less attractive personage than the Sonthal 
who remains in the jungle. 

193. The Sonthals appear to have given up going to Cochar and Assam, 
though they used to emigrate there. In Basdebpur one Sonthal actually 
brought back Ks. 100 from Assam. 

MIDNAFOJ2E 

194. Ab in Bankura, there is a very large ".mount of biennial 
emigration towards Afarmal in the districts of Hooghly, Burdwan and 
21-Parganas for labour at the time of tbe sowing and cutting of the crops. In 
the extreme south, m some of the jungly villages on the Mourbhanj border, 
there is less of this emigration, but it has been given a fillip by the recent 
scarcity, and they now go regularly. They come back with Rs. 2 or Rs. 10 
with them, with which they wipe off small debts incurred at home. They also 
labour in the eastern thanas. Some of those in the south go to labour in the 
large railway works at Kharagpur. The Sonthals do not emigrate for work 
to the mines, ami only a few have gone to Assam. 

195. The effect of this supply of labour is summed up as follows by the 
Revd. A. L. Kennan* .— 

Thousands of them, having beoome landless, wander tho country seeking coolie work. 
The mingling of the Boxes on the road, the miserable provision for their sleeping where they 
chance to labour, being herded together herG and there amongst constantly ohangmg 
oompamons without any of the restraint of the village organisation to which they have been 
accustomed, is rapidly Lowering the morals of the community Moreover this wandering life 
rapidly destroys any inclination they have towards patient industry. It is a feast or a famine. 
It lessens their love for home. It tends to morease petty wayside thefts and crimes. The 
mortality amongst these wanderers is very great, and greater amongst infants and children 

• From a letter dated 31st July 1308 vrth which the petition of the Sonthals of Midnapore was 
submitted to Government. 
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who perish from diseases due to exposure. Those who retain their lands are still under a 
cloud. No °ae knows how soon he may be dispossessed. The enoouragement to improve u 

absent. 1 he better a man s lands is, the sooner some Bengali will oovet it, and oust him 
from it 

, _ *96. South of the Subamarekha there is transmigration over the Mour- 

bhanj border; and persons who have lost their lands, or have been pressed out 
by the increase of population, have crossed the border to seek fresh lauds to 
cultivate. But the fact that a large labouring population still exists there 
and that labour is obtainable, leading to the condition of affairs stated by 
Mr. Ken nan, seems to have m a measure demoralized their energies, and to 
have made them less eager to Beek out new jungles to reclaim. 
Mr. Gregson is of opinion that 95 per cent, of the Sonthals in Midnapoie are 
now labourers, or belonging to the labouring classes, with only a few bighas 
barely sufficient for their necessities. This is possibly the case in Garhbeta, 
Salbani, and the other areas like Keshpur and Chandrakona in the plains 
proper. But I am of opinion that it is an exaggeration towards the west and 
south. Though, no doubt, the proportion of labourers there is also lar&e 
many of them have lands which aVe still worth saving. S ’ 

BALaSOBE 


197. The Sonthuls of this district, though in each villous there is a 
fairly largo labouring population, do not, as a rule, go to Narmal for work, 
but go over to Danton in Midnapore, or labour for the Dikkus in the neigh¬ 
bouring villages. Foi workmg in the neighbourhood they get 4 seers a day, 
and 2 seers of fried noe. The demand for, labour m the Bengal districts of 
Hooghly, Burdwan, etc., does not appear to have penetrated amongst the 
Sonthals here as yet. 

GENERAL. 


198. The demand for labour has had the following effect: It has had 
the effect of diminishing tho intensity of any prevalent scarcity, of providing 
labour for tho landless labourer, and of helping the change of the population 
gradually from a cultivating to a labouring population. So far as making the 
Sonthal better off, it has had no effect at all, because the Sonthal spends all 
the little that he earns. Socially it has had a debasing effect, because in his 
search for labour he is freed from the influenco of the village community, and 
is thrown mto contact with all sorts and conditions of persons, many or these 
of a criminal type, from whom be derives looser ideas of truth, morality and 
caste These evil social effects are in their torn weaning the Sonthal from his 
hereditary occupation of clearing the jungle. 


r-4* 


CHAPTER XII. 


Other Aboriginal and Semi-Aboriginal Tribes. 


(Terms of the Reference No. XIII.) 


Murari .. 

Nalhati » 

Rampur Il&t*.* 
Maureewar 
Bun 
BolpuT 

Dubrajpur .. 


BLBBHUM. 

Population 


Kodas. 

Bhuiyas. 

Banns 

727 

41 

97 

723 

43 

714 

448 

199 

1,987 

2,841 

184 

1,516 

2,827 

829 

9.553 

625 

34 

2,899 

Ij2b7 

83 

16,967 


199. Aborigines t KodaSi .—The Kodas are an aboriginal tribe (Dravidian), 
who in some villages in Birbhum, have cleared jungles in the same way as the 
Sonthala. According to the “ Tribes and Castes of Bengal M they are allied 
to the Mundas, which places them at once in the same category as that of the 
Sonthala. Ono of the tolas in Kangamati [Appendix 1(a), No. IV] was 
made by a Koda. The Mostagiri right of that village wus held and lost by 
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a Koda. No detailed enquiry iiaa been made into the condition of the Kodas 
but there is no Teason why any distinction should be made between, them and 
th* 3 Sonthals if any legislation is undertaken. 

200. Semt-cibortgines f Bhuiyas —They call themselves Ghatwals in Birbhmn. 
Theii numbers are very small, but a few have been found who have cleared the 
jungle and made the cultivation of the village. They display a tendency to 
adopt Bengali customs, and are generally classed as low-class Hindus, but are 
really an aboriginal tribe who come from the Tributary States of Chota Nagpur. 
Cases have been found in which they used to pay through a headman. 

201. Battris. —There arc also a number of Bauris. Some of them are bearers 
pure and simple, but others are responsible for having cleared the lands of their 
villages. According to the “ Tribes and Castes of Bengal ” they are classed as 
semi-aboriginals, because their habitation ib principally Western Bengal, and 
because their appearance shows they are non-Aryan, but they are not allied 
to any of the semi-aboriginal tribes, and they themselves profess to be Hindus. 

202. Dhangars .—1 have been unable to find out under what heading 
Dhangars have boon entered in the Census Return. Two villages were found 
in which the Dhangars pay the rent through a Dhangar Moatagir, and another 
[vide Dobdattapur, Appendix I v a), No VII1J in which they used to do so. This 
group is, fiom. its absence from the Census Report, not a tribe, but a synonym 
for an agricultural labourer In this area they appear to be Uraons, and are 
accordingly an aboriginal tribe. 


BANKURA. 

Population. 


Than a 

Bhumij. 

Baun 

Bhuiya. 

Koda. 

mi. 

Bankura 

a ■ • 

1,704 

24,006 

513 

539 

945 

Gangajalghati 

• • 

• • • 

25,9 1 

• • ■ 

1,066 

868 

Onda 


147 

9,580 

11 

18 

163 

Raipur 

• • • 


6,172 

1,072 

772 

8,619 

Simlapal Independent outpost 


3,078 

114 

• p ■ 

1,623 

Khatra 

11 ■ 

11,440 

20,147 

1,884 

l 

1,451 

i 

5,290 


20 3 To investigate the conditions of all the other aboriginal and semi- 
aboriginal tubes in Ba.ikura and Midnapore would have given work for 
a separate inquiry of itsrlf. We could only touch the fringe of the inquiry. 

204. Aborigines , Bhumijes .—Bhumijes arc an original tribe, principally 
inhabitants of thanas Raipur and Khatra. They are generally regarded as 
Hinduiscd Mundas, and are called Mundas by the Sonthals A Muuda will marry 
his daughter to a Bhumij, but will not take her back any more intouhis house. In 
Bankura, wheie they have lost their original language and speak Bengali, they 
hail from Barablium* They clear the jungles for cultivation juBt as the Sonthals 
do. Because they hold the majority of the ghats m Khatra, it is believed that 
they are the original inhabitants of the country. 

The following office-bearers, I am informed, used to exist -— 

(1) Mandal or headman, 

(2) Laiya, the priest, 

f3) Kudam-Laiya, the Laiya’s assistant, 

(4) Kotal, the messenger 

(5) Paramamck, the menial who collects materials for the priest’s 

devotions 

The Mandal and Laiya are reported to be invariably the same in an intact 
Mandah village , in a broken village the Laiya is the desoendent of the old 
Mandali No office bearers were found amongst the Bankura Bhumijes, except 
the priest, and in north Midnapore the offices of Mandal and Kotal are 
extinct. It is a natuial corollary fiom the assumption that the Bhumijes are 
Mundas, that they should be in the same state as regards dispossession of 
lands etc, as the Sonthals are. Tins ib the case, s.y., village RanvbancL 
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f Appendix 1(3), No. XVIII], In this villnge 50 per cent, of the land has been 
transferred by private sale during the last 25 years A large number of 
Bhumijes in this area were Ghatwals The police service they rendeied for 
their lands has been done away with, and their villages were assessed to rent 
instead, and settled about ton years ago with the Ghatwals. Previous to the 
settlement these lands were not transferable, but now they are passing into the 
bands of mahajans. 

The statement given below shows the rate of mutation in some typical 
cases of Ghatw&li lands from lihunnj to non-Bhumij within the last 10 years — 


Village 


Name of 

Area origi' 

where land 

Ghat 

Ghatwal or 

nally m 

is held 


Tabedar 

possession 





B. c cn 

Narkoli . 

Kajalkunra 

Nanderohand 
^ Sirdar) 

859 7 8 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Kaulmi (Tabe> 
dar) 

Ruioharan (Ta- 
bedar). 

44 1 8 

Ditto . 

Ditto 

44 7 12 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Hidu (Tabe¬ 
dar). 

49 5 12 1 

D&mdi . . 

Ditto 

Balai (Tabe¬ 
dar). 

17 11 8 

Do .. 

Ditto 

Jadu (Tabe¬ 
dar). 

19 2 0 

J h h a t l- 
patinri 

Ditto 

Cbamah (Sar- 
dar) 

18 6 8 

Gopmalh- 

Mehradih 

Bipin (Sordar) 

29 18 0 

pur 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Pelu (Sardar) 

29 18 0 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Bhasat (Tabe¬ 
dar). 

140 6 0 | 

Baundiba 

MaBhasa 

(Bara) Hriday 
(Tabedar) 

72 10 4 

Ditto 

Do. 

« 

A-ulvbay (Tabe¬ 
dar) 

118 11 0 

Deuli . . 

Deuli 

Chandi (Tabe¬ 
dar) 

83 9 12 

Do. in 

Do ' 

Lakkhan (Tabe¬ 
dar) 

34 2 0 


Area lost by 
private sale 
for dobt 


Area lost 
in auotion 
sale for the 
arrears of 
rent 


|Aroa lost 
lm auction 
i sole for 
I debt 


Remarks. 


B c cii 


B c 


859 7 8 

41 1 
44 *7 


8 

12 


*3 5 4 

12 2 8 


* Column* U and 5 — G’ulti- 
I rated as well as patit 
l law l* 


19 2 0 

■••••• 

29 18 0 

29 18 0 

17 10 12 


18 0} 


• •» 


22 10 0 


37 0 0 


19 0 0 


13 13 0 


Column 4 —The cultivated 
area out of the amount is 
only 38 bigiias 6 cot , 
the land lost is a portion 
of the cultivated area 

Column k —The cultivated 
area is only 4f* bighns 7 
cottas 4 dlmns, out of 
winch tho amount show n 
in column 5 has been 
lost 

Column h —The cultivated 
area is only 59 bighas 
1J cottas, of which the 
amount transferred fo^ms 
part 

Column h —Tho cultivated 
area is only 5G bigiias 3 
cattahs 12 dhans The 
land lost is a portion 
of the same 

Column 4 —The oultivntrd 
area is only 29 bighaB 1.3 
cottas The land lost is 
a portion of it. 


There are many other Bhumi] ex-Ghatwals who have lost lands in the 
same way. General inquiry Bhows that most of those who have not yet 
transferred their land are alieady indebted, and have mortgaged tlioir lands 
• in the same way as the Sunthuls have. 
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The statement below shows how the Bhumij Mandali right has fared in 
seleeted estates:— 


Fnmbtr of tllla|M 
with Bhnml) 
Hondak 


Shyamsondarpor (Court of Wards for Baja 
Sir Sourenora Mohan Thaknr). 

Ambikanagore ditto ditto 

Gisborne and Company (Raipur) 


1892 

1909 

1884 

1909 

:884 

1909 


3 
2 

4 


The position of the Bhnmijes is the same as that of the Sonthals, and any¬ 
thing done for the Sonthals must be extended to the Bhumijes also in Bankora. 

205. Deswali Sonthals. —These are Hinduised SonthaU, or half-Sonthals. 
as they are called by the Sonthals. They worship the gods and goddesses of 
the Hindus, and can neither talk nor understand Sonthali. The Southals regard 
them as of inferior caste. No Sonthali woman will eat in their houses, but a 
Dee wall women can eat food cooked by a Sonthal. Apparently they used to 
have the following office-bearers amongst them — 

(11 Mandal, the headman. 

(2 \ Laiya, the priest. 

(3) Kotal, the messenger 

(4) Paramanick, a menial (probably of the priest) 

The Mandal is always the Laiya. The Laiya is generally descended from 
the old Mandal in a broken village; he is generally the only office-bearer left 
in the village now The office-bearers used to have man lands. The position 
of these half Sonthals is no better than that of the Sonthals proper [ a village 
Akhuta in the Appendix 1(b), No. XXII] Their numbers are few, but unknown , 
possibly they were classea us Sonthals during the Consus. 

206. Kodas. —Their numbers are small, but their position is similar to that 
of the Sonthals Kumarbahal in the Appendix 1(4), No. XXI]]. 

207. Semi-alonytnea 9 Bhuiyas —Like the Sonthals, the Bhuiyas are in a 
small number of villages the original clearers of the soil, but their number is very 
limited. They live in Sonthal, Bhumii and Hindu villages. 

In the Ambicanagare and Raipur (Messrs. Gisborne & Co ) Estates there 
used to be three Bhuiya Mandals in 1884 ; now they have lost their rights, and 
there is only one village partly held by a Bhuiya Mandal. Their position in 
Khatra is even worse, if it could be, than that of the Sonthals. Rajasol 
[Appendix P4), No. XIX] Isa typical village. The Bhuiyas have lost about 83 per 
cent, of their lands in this village during the last twenty-five years. In Chhatna 
only two small villages of Phuiyas were discovered, whose ancestors had been the 
original clcorers of the soil. All the land they had, had been transferred to the 
money-lender, and the Bhuiyas aie at present daily labourers. 

208. Bauns .—The population of Bauns in Banknra is very large. I do 
not pretend to have made any inquiry into their condition. In nfbst places Ifhe 
majority appear to be labourers with no land of their own. They have followed 
the Diklus into the villages, and earn their livelihood by working in their fields. 
But in Khatra thana a few of them are tbe original clearers of the soil, like the 
Sonthals, and in those villages that were examined they were losing lands in 
a manner like the Sonthals [£ p., Banini In the Appendix 1(4), No. XXI. In a 
few villages there were also Bauri Mandals. I understand that on the whole 
the Bauns have not lost their land at such a rate as the Sonthals have, because 
they are known to be desperate men. 

209. Aiirwiw.—-These are semi-aborigines in this district. They are to be 
found principally in Raipur and Khatra thanaB, where they number 8,619* and 
5,190 respectively. They are regarded by the Sonthals as superior in caste 
to themselves. 1 have no particular information regarding their position. 

210. Khsreyas .—This tribe appears to have escaped separate enumeration 
at the census in this district. I give below the following interesting report of 
the Kanango Maulvi Ekramuddin on this tribe:—- 

The moat aboriginal raoe in the district. They live in the midst of jungles. Sometimes 
only one, but generally two or three, and seldom more than six or seven kmiliiw five in one 
plaoe. They make very small hois with branohee of frees to live in, and thatoh them with 
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leaven of trees, using anepoa u ropes. They lie down upon the bare ground, never 
use any coat or wrapper even in winter. They eat food in vessels made of leaves of trees, 
and make fire bv rubbing one pieoe of wood agaiust another. Their males are said to have 
been naked, and the females half-naked about fifty years ago. The latter n i H to oover only 
a part of their body with leaves of trees. 

Even 16 or 20 twenty years ago they lived solely upon boiled roots of some creepers and 
fruits of trees of the jungles. The sight of men frightened them, and they avoided all men, 
oivikzed or aboriginal, and have even been known to have fled away, leaving their ho us es 
when they confronted a man near their houses. They need to oome to villages only rarely 
on hAt days, and stand by the sido of an unfrequented pathway to procure from a passer-by, 
or from those who know their habits, the hare neoessaries of life, suoh as —b- , etc, in 
exchange for the honey they collected in jungles m vessels of leaves. 

Even now his most favourite and common food is the boiled roots of some areepers, and 
his occasional food, fruits of trees, though ho takes nos at least once a day, when available. 
Though he frequents the villages now-a-days to work for others on wages, he is oonfounded 
when he sees a man near his honse, and invariably turns upon his book, if found by some¬ 
body while digging earth for the roots they eat, for reasons unknown. They seldom appear, 
if sent for; as I have tried and failed. 

As they often require to sharpon their shovel for digging out the roots, they have to do 
the blacksmith's work themselves, and they manage the business with bellows prepared of 
leaves of trees, whioh I found to bo in good working order when I visited their house 
Their women oan prepare very fine mattresses, which they sell in neighbouring villages, but 
never ubo them themselves They still sell pure honey collected in jungles. A few of them 
have reoently been making mud-houses, instead of houses of trees, and ihatching them 
with straw. 

Only one or two families live in one jungle; and when the family grows, some of them 
remove to a new jungle, probably because they fear the scarcity of food-roots, if many live 
together. 

Thero are also Deshwali, of Hmdmsed Khereyas, who live in Hindu villages But 
neither inter-marriage nor any social intercourse is prevalent between the Khoreya and the 
Deshwali Khereya. 

But the Khereyas are very small m number, and are nowhere the original olearers of the 
soil of any village A few of them have reoently taken to turning a few lands of the jungle 
under cultivation. 

MIDNAPOEE 


Thana. 

Population. 

Bhumij. | 

Kurmi. 

Bhuiya. 

Munda 

Jhargram . . 

IM 

4,304 

17,%6 

1,492 

Itn * 

Biupur 

■ * m 

7,104 

8,846 

2,628 

483 

8 flit) Bill • m 

• mm 

4,003 

12,130 

1,849 

2 

Garhbeta ... . . 

• •• 

762 

3,641 

64G 


Gopiballabhpur 

• aa 

19,220 

15,426 

2,114 

16 


211. Abqf-iginci) Bhumijes .—The proportion of Bhumijes is Large, parti¬ 
cularly in thana Gopiballabhpur. There is practically nothing to distinguish 
their condition from that of the Sonthals In the south of the district that 
section of the Bhumijes who have not forgotten their own language Tkar % and 
have not been influenced by Dikkus, predominate. The majority of those that I 
found called themselves PatkumiaMundas, and took their dead to their ancestral 
msmdiri (burial ground of erect gravestones) in their original home in Patkum. 
They have a dheri for a priest, and call themselves Singh , Those in Nayabasan 
are mainly Nagpuna Mum das. There they call their headman a bhalbhat, 
and his assistant a behara. Examples of dispossession and indebtedness are 
to be found in the Appendix. The remarks on the Sonthals apply more or less 
to this tiibe throughout. In chapters 2, 3 and 4 information has been given 
regarding this tribe in dealing with Nayabasan and Bob ini. 

212. Mundas .—There are only a few of this aboriginal tribe in the south¬ 
west of liinpuT. Their condition is reported to be even worse than the condi¬ 
tion of any one else, aud nothing can be done to save them. In one village 
(Pachapan) [Appendix I(c\ No, Xj they had lost 220 bighas out of 270. There 
is no reason for making any dist ict otl between them and the Sonthals. 

213. Semi-aborigines, Bhuiyas .—No particular investigation was made into 
the condition of the Bhuiyas. They have been mentioned in chapters 2, 3 and 4; 

• x 2 
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I have no particular evidence showing - that theii case demands much attention, 
though I uni not sure if a ruse cannot be made out for them. 

214 Kiumis —The figures show llint there is a very large proportion of 
the semi-aboriginal caHto of Kuiuii Mahtos in the Junglo Mahals But that they 
are m any way m the same position as the Sonthuls is rather doubtful. ^The 
discussion m chapters 3 and 4 as to how the headman system has fared, and the 
rate of mutation amongst them in Nuyabasan and Rohmi, shows they are much 
(\ rT n.ndi« No iii(r)]better off The Civil Court returns also wairant the same conclusion South 
of the Subarnareklia, the direction of mutation is from the Sonthals to the 
3l Kurrui Mahto, and the latter ib the mahajan. Such a condition of affairs puts 
rvt the Kurmi at once on a higher plane so far ns land is concerned. That they 

have a greater force of resistance to the j nahajan is evidenced by the fact that 
in Sal bam, 12 out of 35 Kurmi villages examined aie still held by a Kurmi 
Jjaiadai 15 of those villages the ljaia wus Huld up for debts or for rent, in 
one surrendered, and m 8 it is not known how it was Io j th r 3ut in Gaihbeta, 
so tar as the headman system is concerned, the Kurmi Muhtos oj every nearly 
as badly off as the Sonthals In 24 villages examined, in which there had been 
n Kuilm headman, m only one village does it now exist, m 13 of these 
villagos the uimadaii right had been sold. This is possibly the worst aspect m 
the condition of the Kurmis. To ainvo at a definite conclusion that the 
Kurinis requned protection, would necessitate a further inquiry Suffice it 
that so far as the present inquiry has shown, I am of opinion they are in a 
much bettor position than the Sonthals, and that there is very little evidenco 
that such an inquiry is necessary. 


BALASORE 

215 There are 1,381 Bhumijes and 785 Kodas in Jellasore, whose 
position is similar to that of the Sonthals. 


GENERAL 

216. My inquiry into other tribes and castes was limited, because the 
examination of all the different tribes and castes would have involved an 
inquiry extending over a much longer peiiod than was at my disposal. But 
I am of opinion that anything done for the Sonthals should bo extended to the 
Kodas in Birbhum ; to Bhumijes, Kodas and Bhuiyas in Bankurn ; to 
Bhuimjes, Mundas and Kodas in Midnapore, and to Bhumijes and Kodas in 
Balasore. It may bo that, any legislation that may be undertaken should be 
extended to other tribes in these areas, but it is only with regard to the above 
tribes that I can speak with certainty. I have not mentioned Deswah Sonthals, 
as I include them under the heading of Sonthals. Should any legislation be 
undertaken, it can easily bo framed so as include any other castes or tribes 
which the Collectors of the different districts, or which subsequent settlements, 
may show should be included. For a complete list, a settlement must be 
awaited. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

General Feeling. 

(Tcpne of the Reference No. XJ.) 

BIRBHUM 

217. A lien raiyaU .—In the chapter on population it has been shown how 
the Sonthal generally avoids the alien as much as possible, and only associates 
in the villages with other aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribes. This is due in 
some degree to the fact that be knows that he is too weak to struggle againrt 
the alien by himself. The feeling is one of dislike; not active dislike, but more 
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akin to indifference. As they say, they work for the alien and they talk 
with him, but they much prefer ms room to his company. Tins feeling has 
no political importance. 

218. Zammdars .—Tho feeling against the zemindars in thiB area 9 ecms to 
be part and parcel of tho intense ill feeling against the mahajans ; because there 
are so many of tho former who are also mahajans. Tlio Sonthal does, however, 
distinguish between them and admits that it is the mahajan that he dislikes 
most. In fact, in. a few cases the Sonthals admitted that they were well treated 
by their zannndar, or “Raja ” as they always call him, be bo a petty trader 
or a large proprietor. Their mam objection to the zammdars is that the latter 
have raised their rents. As has been shown in Chapter VII, there can be no 
doubt that the proprietors have raised the rents for excess cultivation beyond 
the rates they are entitled to, hut it is quite possible that in a number of 
cases an accurate measurement will show that rents are not unduly high. 

Their othor objections aro to being sold up for arrears of rent, to 
their crops being forcibly taken for rent, and to the realisation of gomashta- 
cess. They do not Beem to regard bethbegar and exactions by the proprietor's 
amla as of much account. These they accept generally as facts, without 
comment, if the proprietor is not a mxhajan. In other words, they have an 
innato fooling of loyalty to tho landlord proper. 

219 Mahajans. —But it is against the mahajan that the most intense lll- 
feeling is displayed. Tho Sonthnls state, and with perfect truth, that the maha¬ 
jans lend them monoy only with the view of ultimately obtaining possession of 
their lands. The mahajan will very rtfrely make an arrangement with 
them by which they can pay off their debts m yearly instalments of grain, 
but he turns the debt into money, which to the Sonthal is tho last etiaw before 
final dispossession. The mahajan inaccurately records their repayments 
Ho uses a different measure for payments and repayments. 

Another of their contentions is that the mahajan deceives them by getting 
them to execute documents which they are told are mortgages but which are 
really sales. In isolated cases this may happen, what is generally true is that 
the mahajan insists on a sale instead of a mortgage, which tho Sonthal finally has 
reluctantly to agree to. Another contention is that the mahajans commit 
forgeries. This is not confined to their dealings with Sonthnls The 
mahajan gives the Sonthal a lower price for his land than he should On the 
other haud, tho Sonthal borrows from whomsoever and when ho can. Tho 
Rev. L. O. Skrefarud says that tho Sonthal now tries to cheat the mahajan 
even out of his just duos. It is difficult to define what are the juBt dues of the 
mahajan f and a preferable statement of the facts would he that the Sonthal has 
beou goaded into trying to cheat tho mahajan out of his unjust dues. 

220. Th ib feeling again Hi tho mahajan and incidentally against the mahajan 
zamindar is intense it has however to a certain extent been engineered The r»r® >• 
Rev. L. O. Skrofsrud points out that it has been engineered by Durga Manjhi, 
of Thakurpaia, and Brojo Manjhi, of Salunga, two of his laiyats, whose personal 
character he disparages. ThiB is undoubtedly the case. Durga Manjhi, though 
sent in by Mr. Skrefsiud, tho very day I arrived at Ham pur lilt, on a charge of 
extortion, the uame day tried unsuccessfully to get a relation of his appointed as 
my interpreter, or, in default, as my chaprasi. Duiga Manjhi is tho Perganait 
of Rampnr H&t thana and ho has had a good education. He has a wily tongue 
and the Sonthals of the neighbourhood obviously look to him as their leader. 

He has taken the foremost pluco in the present movement, lu December 1606 
he submitted a petition to the Laeutenant r Gtovernor, who was going to Dumka. 

This petition was repeated in February 190T and again towards the end of the 
same year, praying lor a settlement, and also for the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the bonthals in the Sonthal Pargonas. Meanwhile Mr. Foster had 
enquired into and reported on the subject. Subsequently a kanungo, Maulvi 
Ekramuddin, was ordered to make a further enquiry. Eater the Commissioner 
of Burdwan himself held an onquuy and as a result recommended a general 
enquiry into the condition of all the Sonthals m the Burdwan Division, as the 
question was of more general importance. Now the present enquiry has been 
concluded. Two influences have thus been at work. The first is that of 
Durga Manjhi, who has been busy manufacturing ill-feeling and stirring 
the SoDthals up to a sense of their grievances. The second is that 
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the people are now in a state of expectation that Government is going* to do 
something for them. Time after time I tried, to explain that Government 
would not give them back the lands they had lost, but it was useless. They 
are determined on a settlement. 

221. If Government does nothing in this area, then despite Mr. Skrefsrud’s 
assertion that the Sonthala will not rise, I maintain that, given a leader, which 
they have in Durga Manjhi, no one can be so definite as to say they will not 
cause trouble. I should be unwilling to pledge myself to a definite statement 
either way. They know quite well that the Sonthals in the Sonth&l Parganns 
got all they asked for by rising, and they know that they themselves have 
already got some concession in 1881 by a little agitation. They possess a 
simple machinery of Pergan&its by which combination can easily be effected. 
But a settlement will not satisfy them. They want their lauds book This is 
impossible. The only practical way of meeting the case is to forbid transfers 
in the future. 

The above remarks apply to the Rampur H&t subdivision. In the area 
in the Sadar subdivision I am not swaro that such an intense feeling exists 
The zamindar is disliked if he is a mahajan and has taken their lands. 
In Bolpur there is, I believe, very little feeling at all on the matter, and the 
zoxninaars there are not disliked. 


JBANKURA. 

222. Sonthals are friendly with the Bauris and the other aboriginal 
and semi-abonginal people with whom they live m tbeir villages. They are 
indifferent to other Dikkus. The zamindars, if they are not mahajans, they 
do not regard with any animosity; rather they respect and obey them. The 
mahajan they dislike. This enquiry, fortunately oi unfortunately, though 
they were told no lands would be given back to them, “ has awakened them 
up to a sense of their wrongs. Now many of them are indulging in the 
wildest dreams, and others that appeared quite resigned to their fate a short 
time ago are now waking up, and even talk of repossessing themselves of 
the lands that their fathers owned.” So I am informed by the Rev. G. E. 
Woodford of the Sarenga Mission. A makcyan } who was about to sell up a 
SonthaFs land, was murdered a short time ago, before the enquiry began, by a 
Sonthal. But the feeling has no political significance beyond the fact that the 
enquiry lias raised their hopes. But when an enquiry is made for the purpose 
of finding out how much laud has boeu lost and of finding out all the 
grievances of a tribe like the Sonthals, such a result seems inevitable The 
movement in Birbhum is quite detached from this area. 

MIDNAPORE 

223. The excitement in Rampur Bfit I expected, but it was only 
in the last two or three days of my stay in BanJkura that there appeared 
signs of interest in the enquiry in that district. Before that they had been more 
or less apathetic But I thought it advisable to muko less detailed enquiries in 
Midnap are, and the only excitement created was disappointment that I was not 
distributing agricultural loans—an impression received from the fact that I was 
enquiring into mortgages. Except in the case of the Raja of Reungarh, the 
feeling towards the zamindar is on the whole £ood, though his amla and peons 
are disliked Sonthals in return are recognised by the zamindar as making 
the best raiyats they can have and prompt in the payment of rent. The 
Sontba T s regard the other aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribes in the district 
with friendliness, but they avoid the Dikkns and dislike the Dikku money' 
lender who takes away their land from them, and whom they regard as a 
cheat. The dislike has no politio&l significance in this district. 

BALASOHE 

224. The Sonthals are indifferent to* the Dikku alien raiyats and will 
associate only with Kodas, Bhamijes, Pans, and Komars and such like. The 

•rWeMr Shirfarud'i Iriter datod 28lh JaaniTj 1908 to the Collector of Birbhum (A Proceeding! 
No W6 of November 19CH) The tone of this letter i! very much to be deprecated, and discounts the value 
considerably of chat ought to hare been a valuable opinion c 
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raiyati in the 10-anua share of pargana Fatehabad admit that the landlord 
treats them well* But the amla of the 4-anna share appear to have an undue 
amount of power and are disliked for their laud-grabbing methods. Mahajans 
ore disliked because they charge such a high rate of interest, which prevents 
the raiyat repaying the loan and results in the loss of his land. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Legislation. 

(Terms of the Reference No, XII.) 

225. The chief reference* on which I am asked to report is whether any 
legislation should be proposed, taking into account the provisions for the 
restraint of transfers in other Acts, Bengal and Foreign, e.g. y Sonthal ParganaB 
Regulations, new Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, Central Provinces Land 
Revenue Act, and Punjab and Bombay Acts. The answer to this question is, 

I submit, an emphatic affirmative. Legislation is required to prevent trans¬ 
fers of land to money-lenders and gram-dealers, to maintain the communal 
system of the aborigine, to regulate his dealings with money-lenders and 
thereby incidentally to prevent the formation of a debased and possibly crimi¬ 
nal, wandering, labouring population, into which the Sontlials are drifting, 
out of a race of hereditary cultivators, hitherto honest, merry and law-abiding. 
My report, I venture to think, shows that this legislation must be aimed primarily 
against (1) Inahajans and (2) mahajone as landlords, and in a less degree against 
the legitimate landlord. So far as the landlord proper is concerned, it is more 
with a view to maintaining the communal system intact that legislation, is 
required, than with a view to protecting him against eviction. But the power 
for evil of the mahajan landlord class is so great and this class is so prevalent 
that, in an effort to protect the aborigine against it, it may be that matters will 
be made a little irksome foi the good landlord. The proposals that I first had 
in mind interfered very largely with the rights of the zammdar under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. I have now considerably modified these proposals down 
to a minimum of interference. Some interference cannot very well be helped, 
without relaxing, to a very large extent, the provisions against 
landlords—a class of persons who give no mercy and deserve none. At the end 
of this chapter my proposals will bo found in the form of a skeleton draft Bid. 
It will be obsorved that, however retrogade the proposals may seem, there is 
chapter and verse for each section, not only in one part of India, but ™ several 
other parts of India. Tho provisions are therefore by no means new 1 ho 
evidence of their necessity is contained in my report. In this connection 1 
must deprecate the use of the word “ retrograde.’ We are here dealing with a 
tribe or tribes whom legislation has long ago outstripped, and it ib, I ™ntme 
to think, necessary to go back a step or two in dealing with them. Lerimpa 
it is not necessary to meet the argument that the proposals interfere with 
freedom of contract, because that is actually what hw never existed and 
does not exist in tho relations of the aborigine with the Aryan They do 
interfere, in an attempt to adjust the balance of these relations, rhey also 
interfere very considerably with credit But my report shows that it is credit 
which is the ruin of the aborigine; no untoward results appear to have been 
brought to light in Chota Nagpur and the Sonthal Paiganas where credit is 
restricted Though credit is restricted, stress must be laid on one point 
which is apt to bo g overlooked in dealing with the prohibition of the alienation 
of land, and that is, that the prohibition does not extend to the atenaton o/ 
the cron or a fixed amount of the grain for even a term of years. The proposals 
£ tho most part*permissive. *It will rest w.th the Coflector to see that the 

aborigine is maintained in the possession of his land- draft 

The following paragraphs contain Borne slight discussion as to the drat 

proposals. . section 1 (5).—This sub-section follows section 4 of the 

Punjab ^"fUud Act (XIII ol 1900). The only pract.cal Terence 

assess ■rsssft^ 1 . b ss^ , ss 

pohoyof protection l— led te the bactrcaulte. 


Chapter III 
Cbaptar IV 

Chapter XI 
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between the soctions is that the words “aboiiginal or semi-aboriginal tnboB ” 
tako the places of tho words “ agricultural tribes or groups of agricultural 
tribes ” of tho Punjab Act. It is necessary to limit the application of the 
proposals to such tribes and to such aieas os experience or enquiry reveals 
or pi oves should be covered by them 

If ad opted, tho Act should bo extended at once to the following tribes 
and following areas — 


Pape ‘II 

( Recomim'itil&Lion 

Hu l ) 


Birbhum 
Bnnkura 
Midnapote 
Bulat ore 


.. fionthals and Kodaa 
... Boathals, Bhumijes, Kotlas, and Bhuiyas 
... Ronthals, BhumijeB, Mundaa, and Kodus 
. . Rontlials, Bhumijes and Kodaa 


'll 

(liliL oiiitu,. lid it ion 

Nu .> i 


Pape ( l 1 

heiunnnoml itirvn 
jNo>. I anil i ) 


l hauler 111 


Pnpas ii> 20, jl 


It should be extended toother tribes to whom the Collector may prove 
or a settlement may disclose that it is necessary to extend it. In the progress 
of the settlements that have beon ordered under tho 24 years’ programme, tho 
question of its extension to other smaller aboriginal and semi-aboriginal 
tribes might be made the subject of special enquiry. 

It should probably be extended to Bhagalpur, Monghyi, and Purnea. 
Tho Settlement Oilmen, llihar, would, I understand, bo inclined to recommend 
its extension to some of these districts The Sonthals in Mursliidabad should 
not bo excluded irom consideration, and tho Collector might be consulted 
regarding them. As to tho Eastern Province, I would strongly rocomrnond 
that its attention Bhould bo diawn to the matter probably the condition of 
the Sonthals m the Barincl is asbad^us elsewhere. 

Section 2(1 )— 1 he Cliota Nugpui Tenancy Act, 1908, defines in section 
3 ( 2 i) a “ bhugut bundha ” mortgage. This term is not used in the area undei 
enquuy, and I have therefore taken the libcity of inventing another tomi 
“ complete usufructuftiy mortgage ” lor this kind of mortgage, as tbero does 
not appear to he another distinctive name for it. 

Section 2 (2) —A definition of a village headman appears to bo necessary 
foi the purposes of the proposul. It has been framed so as to cover all tho 
different kinds that have beon discoveied in tho course of (he enquiry, oi it 
is conceivable may occur. In tho Scmthal J’aiganas n village headman is 
not a tenuie holdei, and it is an official heresay to regard him as such In 
Balasoie he is little more than a tiiheilddr, in Bankuia and North Midnaporo 
he is a tenuie-holder, and in Birbhun ho is a r/M£M»-tenure holder. The 
definition thus overlaps the definition of a tenure-holder, but as the proposals 
go, this does not appear to be a matter of much consequence 

Section 2 (3). —This sub-section has been framed merely with tho purpose 
of preventing the leiteration of the words “aboriginal or semi-aboriginal ” 

227. Vrwfite Tranters — Holding8—Sections 3 , 4t an d & —Piactically *he 
whole report deals with this subject The evidence produced shows that, 
if nothing is done to check the transfer of land by the aborigine, in a 
few ycais ho will be dispossessed of all the land that he has reclaimed from 
the jungle. Though, aa m South Bankura, lie may still bo kept on tho soil, 
as a undei raiyat oi non-occupancy raiyat on a produce Tack-rent, tho timo 
will tomo when the mahajan can even there do without him and tho Sonth&l 
will become merged in the largo labouiing population. 

All the officials who have made a study of this matter, that I have 
come act oss, are unanimous in their opinion that transfers by tho 
Ronthals to mahnjans should be prevented Missionaries like the tievd. L. 
O Sk*rcfsrud of the Benoganu Mission (on tho borders of Birbhum) and 
the Uevd G. A Woodfoid of tho Raienga Mission (Bankura) are of the same 
opinion Such is, I understand, also the opinion of tho Revd. A. L. 
Keenan of the Bhnnpur Mi&siou (Miduapore) But Mr Gregson, Manager 
of the Mninapore Zammdan Company, in common with tho Revd G. 
Woodford, is of opinion that legislation of the kind ought ically to havo been 
undertaken sonic thirty years ago. There can be little doubt that the pio- 
po«sal in some cases is akin to a suggestion to shut tho stable door affo-r the 
horso has gone, but there are still plenty of lands to bo saved from the 
mahojan, moio particularly in areas like the south of Gopiballabhpur, whore 
the mah'/jan lias not as ) ct nude his influence felt to such an extent as in 
other places. 


P»k4. si 
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Besides the considerations that the aborigine must be protected against 
his own thriftleasnesB and against the methods and sharp practices of the 
mahijan, there is another consideration which gives him a strong claim to the 
protection of Government. In the vast majority of cases the land the abori¬ 
gine still cultivates was made by his ancestors out of the virgin jungle. It is 
not as if the lands the aborigine held were merely raiyati lands, made and 
originally ploughed by persons of whom there is no trace now-a-days. Were 
it not for him or bis ancestors, the Jungle Mahals of Bengal would still be a 
large uncultivated area, and, except for the gains from forest produce, a 
barren source of profit to the zimmdar. The rights of absolute possession that 
accrue by “ the first stroke of the plough ” are, I believe, in most countries 
respected. That is the right of the aborigine, and on this ground ho is entitled 
to protection. But the Bengal Tenancy Act knows nothing of these rights : 
if the aborigine haB been in possession for less than twelve years, he is still a 
non-occupancy rniyat, unless there is a custom to the contrary. 

Such being the case, the aborigine cannot be regarded as an immigrant, 
whose rights have to give way to persons who were there before him. I have 
already been at some pains to show that he is no more an immigrant than 
the Dikku. Though now in point of population the percentage of aborigines 
or semi’aborigines may only just exceed £0 per cent, in even the most 
densely populated aboriginal portion of the area under enquiry, yet in some 
chanas* the Sonthals and the Bhumijcs largely outnumber any other class 
taken individually. In the neighbourhood of Silda in Midnapore the Sonthals 
still account for about 35 per cent, of th» population, and they undoubtedly 
opened up that portion of the country. Colonel Dalton given this place (alias 
Santbhui) as the latest home from which the Sonthals colonised ; yet it is not 
here, but in the Sonthal Parganas, that the Sonthals have been protected. 

The idea of preventing transfers of land is by no means now. In the 

Sonthal Parganas they are prohibited by the record-of-rights, and the sanction 
for such a prohibition is contained in section 27 of Regulation III of 1872 as 
amended by Regulation Ill of 1908. In Chota Nagpur, transfers of land under 
section 46 of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act are forbidden within certain 
limits , transfers of Mundan Khuntkabti tenure'*, which, in that these are held 
by the first cloarers (or their descendants > of the soil, are similar to the tenures 
held by aborigines in Bengal, are forbidden by Cnapter XVIII of the same 
Act In the Central Provinces, transfers by occupancy raiyats and ordinary 
tenants are forbidden by section 4G and 70, respectively, of the Central Pio- 
vinces Tenancy Act, 1898, and a sanction for the prohibition is provided by 
sections 47 and 71 of the same Act. In the Punjab, the alienation of land by 
members of agricultural tribes has been forbidden by Act XIII of 1900. 
There is thus plenty of precedent for the prevention of alienation of land. 

Considering that the area inhabited by the aborigines and semi-aborigines 
in Bengal borders the Sonthal Parganas and Chota Nagpur, it naturally follows 
that legislation should follow the lines adopted in those areas, subject to the 
different forms the administration and legislation already in force take and 
other peculiarities found to exist in this area. In drafting sections 3, 4 and 5 
the provisions of (he Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act have been followed with 
three modifications. 

The first modification is the introduction of the prohibition to under- 
raiyats. This is most important in view of the facts that in a number of 
areas the headman is regarded as a raiyat and hit raiyats as under-raiyats ; 
And in other areas like Uankura the mahajon -landlord deems himself a raiyat 
and the Sonthals under him under-raiyats. The omission to protect under- 
raiy&ts would thus make the provisions of the law nugatory in such cases, and 
would leave an obvious method of evasion open to both the Sonthal and the 


mvhajan. 

The second and third modifications are (1) that no provision is made for a 
mortgage for five years, and k 2) that provision has not been made f»r a lease 
for five years to any one irrespective of tribe or caste, but that provision has 
been made for a sub-lease to a member of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal 
tribe. I shall deal with these modifications in the two succeeding paragraphs. 


* Hwau Raipur and Sbitu u> Bnokurn, and llinpur nod QofitnlUUpu 1b Midonpon. 

L 


F*gu 4, 0-7, 9, 11. 


Paffo 10 


P«CM 17,10, ip. 
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Consent of landlord. Sanction for prevention of transfer*. 

228. Temporary trunxfers — Leases — Section 4 .—It is jnet aa necessary to 

E revent the Sonthal executing a lease of his land to a mahajan as to prevent 
im giving an out and-out transfer of the same. If the latter methcd of 
transfer alone 10 closed, the law ean bo evaded by the execution of leases. 
This section has accordingly been drafted bo as to allow a raiy&t to 
sublet his land only to another person of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal 
tribe, just as he can under the Bengal Tenancy Act. I do not quite see the 
force of allowing a lease for five years to any one, as in the Chota Nagpur 
Act, because it is necessary to restrict as much as possible the methods 
by which the aborigine can transfer land, and one method, namely, by 
a complete usufructuary mortgage for seven years, is provided. In the Central 
Provinces a sub-lease for one year is allowed m the case of occupancy-tenants. 

229. Temporary transfers—Mortgages—Section 5. —As already noted, one 
of the main arguments brought against the prevention of alienation of land is 
that it ties up credit, but it has been observed that this is exactly what is 
required in the case of the aborigines, because they have, while they have land, 
too much credit. But it is necessary to relax this prohibition to some extent. 
Otherwise in time of famine, even though the alienation of the crop is not 
forbidden, with barren lands and no credit the result might be disastrous. In 
tho Sonthal Parganas, where usufructuary mortgages are forbidden, this order 
was relaxed in the famine of 1897. The Punjab Act allows, under certain 
conditions, a usufructuary mortgage for twenty years. The Chota Nagpur 
Act allows a usufructuary mortgage for seven years to cover both the principal 
and interest of the loan. This provision of the Chota Nagpur Act seems to 
supply all that is required. It would be of no avail to allow a usufructuary 
mortgage which did not wipe off both the interest and the principal of the 
debt. But even then the danger exists of a renewal of the usufructuary 
moitgage. It does not seem practicable to say that it cannot be renewed , all 
that can be done is to prevent an arrangement being made for its renewal 
during its pendency. The proposed sections regarding usury should also tend 
to keep down such mortgages. 

The mortgage for five years contemplated by the Chota Nagpur Tenancy 
Act is unnecessary in view of the provision for a complete usufructuary 
mortgage for seven years. I do not quite understand what this moitgage for 
live fears contemplates. If this is a simple mortgage without possession, it is 
of no avail so far as land is concerned, as the land cannot be ultimately 
transferred, even by a Court. If it is a usufructuary mortgage for the interest 
only, then despite the prohibition to the contrary, there is every chance of a 
fresh mortgage being executed later to wipe off the debt, and it must be 
uvoided at any cost. 

230. Transfers to members of an aboriginal or scmi-dborgxnal tribe. —There can 
be no objection to an aborigine subletting his lands to another aborigine for the 
bond fide purpose of cultivation, but there is an objection to allowing a free 
right of transfer to another aborigine, because educated aborigines can be as 
bad as the ordinary a mahajan in land matters. Though in only a very few 
instances have I come across such cases in the area under enquiry, there are 
notable instances in the Muuda country in Chota Nagpur. The Collector need 
not, unless he thinks fit, interfere in such cases when a sub rosa transfer appears 
to have been a bond fide one. But I must admit that the objection against 
allowing a free right of transfer to another aborigine is not strong and would 
not press tho above objection, against it. 

231. Consent of landlord — Section 6 .—This section has been introduced with 
a view to making it clear that though certain transfers are allowed, yet they 
are not binding on the landlord unless they are binding as the law at 

5 resent stands in Bengal. In Chota Nagpur under section 46 (2) of the Chota 
■ agpur Tenancy Act, such transfers are not binding unless the consent of the 
landlord is obtained in writing. I am not aware, however, that there is any 
necessity for changing tho provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act in this respect. 

232. Sanction for the prevention of alienation—Section 7. —Experience in the 
Sonthal Parganas has shown that dospite the provisions against transfers 
tho Sonthal still transfers his land mi rosa to the mahajan. The present 
settlement has, I understand, revealed numbers of such oases. The same 
experience has shown the Sonthal Parganas authorities that the meid 
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prohibition is not sufficient, bat that they mdat have power to enforce it* For 
this reason section 27 of Regulation III of 1872 was passed into law last 
year, allowing the Deputy Commissioner, when it is brought to his notice that 
a transfer in contravention of the record-of-rights has taken place, in his 
discretion, to evict the transferee and either restore the transferred land to the 
raiyat or any heir of the raiyat who has transferred it or to resettle the land 
with another raiyat, according to the village custom for the disposal of an 
abandoned holding. 

The Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act is silent on such a provision, except, 
if I understand the Act properly, in the case of a temporary transfer. Tho 
Pan jab Alienation Act makes certain transfers null and void, but it is not clear 
how and who is to be put into possession when an illegal transfer comes 
to light. But the Central Provinces Tenancy Act is clear on the point. 
The next of'kin have the prior right and then the landlord to apply 
to be placed in possession of laud illegally transferred. The person who 
made the transfer is debarred from applying under tliis section. This seems 
equitable, bat as sales, if declared invalid, will still be instigated by tho 
mahrjan, it seems unnecessary to rule that the person who made the transfer 
should be always debarred from obtaining possession. Ho is not so debarred 
in the Sonthal Parg&nas. 

If no similar provision is provided in any legislation proposed for Beng.il, 
tbe prohibition of transfers will have but the slightest restrictive influence. 
Also, if tbe Collector does not move on his pwn initiative, no one will report the 
transfer, no one will put forward a claim m the Courts—the aborigine avoids 
the Court as much as possible—and transfers will go on as before. Provision 
should therefore be made for the Collector acting on his own initiative. In 
this connection I would invite attention to the emphatio words of Ur. D. J. 
Maopherson, when Commissioner of Bhagalpur* .— 

“Tho more I contrast the surrounding diatnotB with the Sonthal Pargauas, the more 
oonvinoed do I become of the great evils whioh have been prevented m the latter through 
the exercise by tbe Executive and Settlement Offioers of tbe power to eviot outsiders who 
have acquired the lands of Southals and semi-abonginal tribes in oontravention of the 
provisions of the record-of-rights forbidding the alienation of raiyati holdings I should 
therefore welcome the adoption of effeotive means o very where to preserve the peasantry on their 
lands But I am equally oonvinoed from experience of the working of tbe Sonthal Par pan as 
system, that it would be of little use merely to enact a law prohibiting alienation. There 
must aitio be created an executive machinery which tot ll intervene buo motu whenever it gets the oppoi - 
tundy, and certainly periodically to see that the law is obeytd and to evict objectionable outside) s 
icho hare got held of the lands of the old cultivators Over and over again it has been shown that 
the Sonthal really requires protection by the autkontus against himself. It is but tho natural 
oocsequence of what our laws have done in limiting the rent payable for the lands. The tenant's 
right in his holding acquires a gradually increasing value, and the greatest possible vigilauoe 
i» required to prevenL him from turning that value to account by mortgaging it to satisfy 
his immediate wants and desires, and eventually by patting with it altogether by some 
form of disguiB d^sale This ooours m communal (Pradhani) as well as khas xamindan villages 
in the Sonthal Parg anas. Frequently the village headman himself falls into difficulties 

and has resort to the voAq/on, who gets a footing m the village.with his assistance, and no 

one ever thinks of saying as to what is going on until the Settlement Offioer oomea round 
and enquires what has become of the raiyat who was recorded as holding the land at last 
settlement.” 

In drafring section 7 the provisions of section 27 of the Sonthal Parganas 
Regulation III (1908) have accordingly been followed, with modifications 
based on the Central Provinces Act. In this section of the Regulation 
provision lias been made for resettling the land with another raiyat according 
to the village custom. The question of resettlement is discussed in a succeeding 

paragraph. 

233. Sanction for the prohibition of the extension of a complete usufructuary 
mortgage— Section 8 .—Such a sanction exists in section 46 (4) of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Act, but the raiyat must apply and within three years. It 
has already been pointed out that little good will result, if it is left to the 
raiyat to apply, and the Collector must be given power to act on his initiative 
in the matter. A limitation of three years will gfc a long way to render the 
sanction futile. The mahajan will be willing to take the chance of remaining 
In possession for three years after the period of his mortgage is tip, and the 
• • Wi« letter No. MBoL, dated tbe fitb Jaw 1907. 
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chances are that the fact will remain undetected until it iB either accidentally 
found out or else a record of-rights prepared. Certainly if a limitation of 
twelve years is provided in section 6, then the same or a longer period must be 
provided in section 7. Under a usufructuary mortgage, the mahajan can have 
no right whatsoever to remain iu possession, and the limitation of twelve years 
provided for in section 6 does not apply I have accordingly followed more 
closely the provisions of section 27 of Regulation HI (Sonthal Parganas), 
omitting the twelve years’ limitation, and brought it otherwise into line with 
proposed soction 7. 

234. Transfers, Tenures , and Village Headmen — Sections 9 to IS. —In the 
chapter dealing with the village headman it has been shown that the incidents 
of the tenure held by a village headman vary from place to place, and that 
the numbers of such headmen is rapidly decreasing, because the aborigine is 
not protected against the landloid or mahajan . It has also been shown that the 
condition of affauBin an intact village is better than in a broken village, where 
each raiyat is at the mercy of a grasping mahajan or landlord. The large 
JllS?! number of villages in which a mahajan is tho tenure-holder or village 
headman and the disastrous effects therefrom, point to the necessity of prevent¬ 
ing the sales of such rights to mahajans with still greatei force than in the cose 
of raiyati rights. 

but there are two othor grounds on which the village headship* should be 
rendered an inalienable right. It has been remarked by officers experienced 
in the ways of tho Sonthals that the village community is socially the unit 
amongst the Sonthals, not the individual. The tendency in all legislation 
is to have regard to the individual and not to the village community, and 
theiefore, so far as the Sonthal is concerned, starts on a wrong basis. Amongst 
tho Sonthals, the village system with the Manjhi, as the head of the village 
community, as its representative with all outsiders and the medium through whom 
the village rents are paid to tbe landlord, and with the other village officials 
with then different spiritual, moral and temporal duties, is an essential part of 
their national life. It h&B, it iB true, bioken down to Borne extent owing to 
the force of circumstances, and the Manjln as the purveyor of the rents in the 
arge mojoiity of c&hcb has ceased to exist, but the Sonthals still retain their 
Manjln, Jogmanjhi, Naiki and Gor&it, even though the different posts are often 
duplicated. The only area I came across in which the beaamansbip was 
regarded with indifferenoe was in the south of Midnapore, where the M&njhis 
gave it up voluntarily or it had ceased to exist long ago. This must not be 
tnken as indicative of the general feeling regarding the manjhiBhip—far fiom it. 
That it is so in this area is due to two facts first, that the Sonthals are under 
large and good landlords, and secondly , that the mahajans have never had an 
opportunity of acquiring the headman’s right, which was absolutely untrans¬ 
ferable it has been suggested that thiB is also due to the lack of profits from 
the sottleuiont of waste lands. But though the headman is supppsed to make a 
profit, it is only in isolated areas that he does so. The Sonthals there have 
therefore little practical cause to regiet the loss of the manjlnship, but I am 
not suro that some feeling «of regret does not exist. Eveiywhere else the 
village has oome to be broken, the fact was remarked on with regret and 
rnftigjiation, and the Dikku Manjhi regarded with aversion. The system under 
which the Sonthal pays his rent through a Manjhi to the landlord is thus an 
ancient, national and valued custom. Such a custom must be good law, and it is 
tho province of law to see that Buch a law is not interfered with by l&ws'which 
have been framed to provide for quite a different set of facts and castoms. In 
other words, the law tthould provide tor the protection of the village headship. 

The second ground is that in villages held by village headmen the waste 
land is settled by the headmen with the Sonthal, and there is thus provision for 
increase of population. This, I understand, is one of the reasons why Sonthals 
are so keen to keep Dikkus out of intact villages, so that the necessary amount 
of land may be provided for their children. It seems desirable that Government 
should maintain this method of providing for the increase of population. 

•C/I Report of the Royal Commission upon decentralization paragraph 989 “ We do not think it possible, 
even if it were expedient, to restore the anoient Tillage system, under which the community ( was 
responsible for each of its members, and in turn claimed the right to regulate to his action* ” in 
it* place they recommend pnoehyate. 1 he Commission however appear to approve the communal 
system " 



UM8LATI0N—Vill»BO Hmdmn’i hereditary right—Eeoogiiition of illegal 77 

tmuftn—Old transfers—Abandoned land 

Though the yillage system amongst them is not so elaborate, the 
■ame remarks, so far as the village headman is concerned, apply equally to 
the Mundas, Bhumijes and other allied tribes. 

In dealing with the villuge headman, precedent is provided by the Central 
Provinces Land Revenue Act, section 65A, and by the sections dealing with 
Mundari Khuntkuttidars in the Chota Nagpur Act. The first Act only protects 
headmen who have been in possession of the tenure for twenty years or more, 
then forbids all transfers, but allows ejectment for arrears of rent or because the 
tenure has been mismanaged in certain ways. The Chota Nagpur Act forbids 
all transfers except a usufructuary mortgage, but allows attachment by the 
Deputy Commissioner for the realization of arrears of rent. There appears to 
be no valid reason why in Bengal protection should be restricted as »n the 
Central Provinces Act, but protection should be given absolutely. It follows 
that the village headman’s right must be unresumahle 

In drafting these sections I have accordingly followed the provisions 
of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act relating to Mundaii Rhuntkattidars, 
together with the permission to sublet provided for therein to members of 
aboriginal and semi-aboriginal tribes. I have not allowed a complete 
usufructuary mortgage of a tenure or of a village headman’s right of collecting 
rents to a mahajan , but only of the land m the possession of the tenure-holder 
or village headman, as pnmd facte the mortgage of the right to collect rents to 
a mahajan is undesirable from any point of view. 

235. Section 13 — Village Headman .— his section has been introduced from 
section 65A of the Central Provinces Land Revenue Aot to mako it clear that, 
however temporary the arrangement as to rent may be, the right of the tenure- 
holder or village headman is heritable and shall devolve on his heirs according 
to custom. This is, as a matter of fact, the custom in Bengal. In some cases, 
as in Bankura, the Mandali right has become divisible, but one man is as a 
rule responsible for the payment of the rent where the village is intact. On 
renewal of the settlement with the headman in the Central Provinces, the rent 
is fixed by the Deputy Commissioner, if it is disputed. This particular 
provision doeB not Beem feasible in Rengal proper 

230. Registration aqd Recognition of illegal transfers—Section 14. —It 
naturally follows that if private transfers are forbidden, they should not be 
registered or recognised as valid by any Court—Civil, Criminal or Revenue. 
Precedent for this is provided by the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, sections 
46 (3) and 240 (6), the Punjab Alienation Act, sections 17 < 1) and 17 (2), the 
Sonthal Parganas Regulation 111 of 1908, section 27 (2), ana the Central Pro¬ 
vinces Tenancy Act, sections 46 (5) and 70 (5/. The Chota Nagpur Act and 
the Sonthal Parganas Regulation have accordingly been followed. 

237. Transfers effected previous to proposed legislation—Section 15. —It is 
clear that the proposed sections regarding transfer cannot be given retrospective 
effect, however desirable that may be. But provision has to be made for 
stating from what date transfers should be invalid. This seetion supplies 
this. 1 have left the actual date blank, but would suggest that if any legisla¬ 
tion of the land is adopted, the date should be put Ifock as far Us possible. 
There can be little doubt that the mahajan will come to know that something of 
the kind is under contemplation, if any legislation is actually discussed, 
and will make arrangements to get the Sonthals’ lands transferred to them as 
soon as possible. The proposed section follows section 46 (5) of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Act. 

238. Abandoned land— Section 16.-~ There is no particular precedent for 
this section, but it is a favourite habit of the Sonthal, when he has become so 
indebted to the mahajan as to make the sale of his lands immediately inevit¬ 
able, to run away and leave them in the hands of the mahajan. I am also 
informed that surrender is the favourite mode of evading the provisions of 
the Chota Nagpur Tenanoy Act regarding alienation of land in Chota Nagpur. 
In order therefore to prevent this, and iu order to prevent the mahajan 
compelling the Sonthal to abandon his land to him, this seotion has been 
drafted to give the Collector power to act when he has reason lo believe that 
the land has been abandoned in this way and to Testore either the original 
raiyat or to plaoe another aborigine or semi*aborigine of the village in possession 
>of the land. 
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230. Settlcfnent by the Collector of illegally transferred holdings or tenures , 
etc*—Sections 7 and 12, —So far it Imb been plain Bailing. I have, however, 
experienced Borne difficulty in evolving a plan for resettling illegally trans¬ 
ferred land. In the Central Provinces, the Deputy Commissioner, if he does 
not hand over the land to the next of kin of the transferor, places Jhe 
landlord in possession Such a provision is not sufficient for the purposes of 
keeping the aborigine or semi-aborigine on the soil, and it is accordingly neces¬ 
sary to adopt some means for settling the land, if it is not settled with the 
next of kin or with the original transferor, with an aborigine or semi aborigine. 
On the other hand, in the Sonthal Paiganas the law is that the Deputy 
Commissioner shall resettle the land, if he does not hand it back to the trans¬ 
feror or his heirs, with another raiyat. according to the village custom for tlve 
disposal of an abandoned holding. These customs are recorded in the record- 
of rights and they are, generally speaking, as follows. In villages in which 
there is a village headman the rule is that the land Bhall be settled by the 
village headman with one or other of the following persons, giving preference 
m the order rained .— 

(1 with a resident jamabandi raiyftf of the same community as the 
transfcroi, 

(2) with himself, if resident, or with n resident jamabanai raiyat of a 

different community; 

(3) with himself, if non-resident, or with a non-resident jamabandt raiyat; 

(4) with a non'jama bandi roiyajj. 

In a khas village, the landlord settles the land with one or other of the 
following, giving preference in the order mentioned 

(1) with a resident jamabandt raiyat of the same community as the 
transferor, 

(21 with a resident jimabandt raiyat of a different community, 

(3) with a non-resident jamabandt raiyat, 

(4) with himself, or with a non-jamabandi raiyat. 

In both cases, if a settlement is made with other than a resident jamabandt 1 
raiyat of the same community, the settlement has to be confirmed by a 
“ hakim ” or Government officer. 

Such a custom does not exist in Bengal, though in the Mollarpur estate, 

I am informed that Sonthals are given the first choice of vacant Sonth&li 
lands. Also these provisions are rather more detailed than, ib necessary for 
legislation. On the whole, I am inclined to think that if the Collector is 
empowered, if he does not settle the land with the transferor or his next of 
kin, to settle it with an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal raiyat, under-raiyat or 
resident of the same village, the right of settlement going thereafter to the 
landlord, that this should be sufficient. Rules similar to those in force in the 
Sonthal Parganas can be issued by executive authority. 

240. Transfer for a charitable , religious, etc., purpose — Sectibn 17,— It is 
obviously necessary end desirable that room should be left for the transfer 
of land for an educational purpose, or for the purposes of. manufacture, etc. 
The provisions of sections 49 and 241 of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act have 
accordingly been followed. 

24 L. Civil Court Transfers—Section IS.— It is obvious that Civil Court 
transfers must be forbidden as well as private transfers Precedent for this 
is provided in the Punjab Alienation Act, section 16 (1), the Central Provinces 
Tenancy Act, section 46 (2), and section 70 (2). the Dekkhan Agriculturists’ 
Relief Act, section 22, and the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, Sections 47 and 
240. The necessity for thiB requires no further argument in the case 
of ordinary Civil Court sales, but it remains to be seen what should be 
done— 

(1) in the case of mortgages and contracts for the possession of land, 

already in existence; and 

(2) in the cose of rent sales, sales for a Government loan, or for a loan 

under the Co-operative Securities Act. 

242. The case of mortgages and contracts for the possession of land 
already in existence is most important, because the statistics show that there * 
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moat be, and I have found that there are, Buck a great number of these in 
existence. If these should all go into the Civil Court and proceed to be turned 
into out-and-out transfers—a by no means remote contingency—the amount 
of dispossession of the aborigine will, I am sure, and I hope the superlative 
adverb will be excused in the circumstances, be enormously increased. It 
would be futile to suggest that sales in such cases should bo forbidden, but 
every effort should be made to limit them f n the later proposals regarding 
usury, power will be given to the Munsif to go into the question of the 
amount of the debt ab initio, and to order a method of realization other than 
by the transfer of the land, if it can be so effected. But this is not sufficiently 
efficacious. It is not the MudbiTb duty to regard himself as the protector 
of any particular class. Such protection can bo best secured by transferring the 
execution of the decree when it is for the transfer of immovable property to the 
Collector for execution. There is precedent for this in the Chota Nagpur Act, 
section 240, and in the Dekkhan Agriculturists' Relief Act, section. 22. In the 
first case, when a decree or order has been made for the sale of a Mundari 
Kbuntkatti tenancy, in satisfaction of a debt due under a mortgage which was 
registered before tne commencement of tho Act, the Bale may be made with the 
previous sanction of the Deputy Commissioner, provided that if he refuses to 
Bell the land, he has to attach it and make such arrangements as he may 
consider fit for liquidating the debt. In the Dekkhan Aot the Court can 
empower the Collector to take possession of the property for a period 
of seven years, though sales are not forbidden in the case of specific 
mortgages. 

But section 68 of the new Code of Civil Procedure, providing for the 
transfer of certain classes of decrees t.o the Collector for execution, and the 
rules in the third Schedule of the Code provide all that is necessary. When 
the Collector receives a decree for execution transferred under that section, 
he can, under the third schedule— 

(1 f proceed &b the Civil Court would proceed when the sale of the 
immoveable property ib postponed in order to enable the judgment- 
dobtor to raise the amount of the decreo ; or 
(2) raise the amount of the decree by letting in perpetuity or for a teim. 
on payment of a premium or by mortgaging the whole or any 

6 art of the property ordered to be sold , or 

the property ordered to be sold or so much thereof as may bo 
necessary 

An order under section 68 of tho Civil Procedure Code is probably as far 
as it is practicable to go, in tlio esse of mortgages and contracts already in exist¬ 
ence and the section has been drafted accordingly. But executive orders might 
be issued to the effect that tho Bale of the property should only be effected 
when the debt cannot be realized otherwise, and that when the property is let 
by the Collector in perpetuity or for a term of years or by mortgage, preference 
should be given to aboriginal or semi-aboriginal lessees of the same village 
and thereafter to other aborigines or semi-aborignes. 

243. Transfers by rent sales , sales for Government loans , etc .—In the 
Acts mentioned above, provision is generally made for excepting rent-sal**" 
and sales for Government loans from tho general prohibition against Civil 
Court transfers. When rent sales are not mentioned, eviction or ejectment 
for rent is allowed by other Acts. But there ib one exception in the caao 
of the Muudttri khilntkattidars in Ranchi, Chota Nagpur Act). In this case 
Bale is forbidden, but the Deputy Commissioner can attach the land and 
make what arrangements be likes for the realization of the debt. In the 
Sonthal Psrganss eviction for arrears of rent actually takes place, but the 
Deputy Commissioner settles the holding with a suitable person, according to 
the record-of-rights, who pays up the arroare, and if none is forthcoming, 
stttles it with the landlord. Thus the makajan, not being a suitable person, 
is kept out of the village. I understand that the question whether the settle¬ 
ment with the laudloid is only a temporary settlement until the debt is 
re aliz ed, is likely to be a matter for discussion Though in such circumstances 
the Sonthals in the Sonthal Parganas cannot be used as an argument, the fact 
that the landlords in the Munda countiy in Chota Nagpur cannot acquire the 
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lands of their tenants, is a direct precedent. The provision in Chota Nagpur 
has for a basis the fact that the Mundas cleared ana made the land themselves. 
Amongst the Sonthals and other aborigines in Bengal such a basis also exists 
It remains to be seen whether there is any definite evidence for the necessity 
of such a provision in Bengal. The evidence in the case of holdings is that, 
except in a few estates, whenever a Sonthal is a sold up for rent, he loses the 
land altogether, the landlord or mahajan buying it| either cultivates it himself 
or gives it out to a Dikku who can afford a larger rent or to a Sonthal only on 
a high produce rack-rent. Also such a large number of tenures and village 
headships, particularly in the south of Bankura ore in the hands of mahajan- 
landlords, who, if this method of obtaining direct possession of the land 
is only left open, will resort to it more and more to obtain the land. In 
the case of rent sales of tenures or village headships the case is stronger, 
because the result of a tenure or village headship going into the hands of a 
mahajan is disastrous ; all the best lands ultimately find their way into hia 
hands and the Sonthals become his servants When such village headships are 
regarded as raiyati holdings, a rent-sale means the dispossession of all the 
Sonthals of the village. Against this it may be argued that statistics show that 
rent sales at present are not very common This is bo. But if other sales 
except rent sales are foi bidden, rent sales will remain as the only legal means 
by which a mahaian can obtain possession. As landlord, he will omit to collect 
Lib rents properly, leave the Sonthals in arrears of rent, and soil him up, moBt 
probably cz-parte. As mahajan , he will not supply the Sonthal with the means 
to pay his rent, or will come to a collvsive arrangement with the landlord, and 
then step in, in either case, as a purchaser at the sale In Buch a contingency 
rent*sales are bound, I take it, to increase ; lands will still go into the hands of 
the Dikkus, and the prohibition of transfer will lose its effect. Is this evidence 
sufficient for the prohibition of rent sales altogether? Taken by itself, 
there is a strong presumption in favour of absolute prohibition, but there 
are other conmdeiationa which must be taken into account. The main one is, 
of course, that the landlord’s rent is jeopardised, and possibly the landlord 
would argue, therefore tho Government revenue. Another is that for many 
years the landlords in Bengal havo had the right of soiling up their raiyats. 
There is, it must be admitted, considerable force in theso arguments, and the 
landlords would doubtless very Btrongly oppose an absolute prohibition. 
Therefore, and in order to carry the more important provisions regarding the 
prohibition of alienation, I should be inclined to suggest a compromise 
with the landlords in tho shape of section 68 of the Civil Court Procedure and 
tho third schedule thereto. A direct precedent is afforded by section 84 of 
the Central Provinces 'lenancy Act. Executive orders might then issue, as in 
the cose of Civil Court sales, to the effect that when the property is mortgaged 
or let by the Collector, preference should be given to an aborigine or semi- 
aborigine of the same village and thereafter to other aborigines or Bemi- 
aborigines, and that tho sale of tho property Bhould only be fifreted as a 
last resource, when the debt cannot be nelized otherwise. 

The same provisions should apply to Government loans, etc. Tho section 
has been drafted accordingly. 

244. Rcclamafi n—Sections 19-21 .—It is a common thing for the zamindars 
to talk of the encroachment made by the Sonthals as if it were a criminal 
offence. The Sonthals, on the other hand, always regarded the waste lands 
within the boundaries of their village sb theirs to reclaim. In intact villages 
this is recognised by the landlords, but, where villages have ceased to be 
intact, tlic conflict of opinion occurs. In such broken villages it must however 
be held that the consent of the landlord is necessary to reclamation, though it 
is in numbeis of villages allowed without such consent, subject to a rent being 
fixed later. But that is no reason why the landlord should be allowed to 
withhold his consent for ever, or to tacitly allow cultivation on the under¬ 
standing that he can charge what rent he likes, or in the alternative evict the 
trespasser. Though technically a trespasser, the Sonthal has probably done 
the landlord no harm whatever. The landlord receives an increase of rent 
at no oxpense of his own, while the Sonthal has done all the work. The 
I'hota Nagpur Act iu dealing with “ korkar ” supplies the necessary provisions 
for safeguarding this result of the tenant's labour. • 
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In cases of reclamation of lands occupancy rights should accrue at once as 
in Chota Nagpur; that should be one of the cultivator’s rights as the first 
clearer of the soil by his unwritten privileges. But in Jhargram tiie clearers 
of a village recently reclaimed were recorded m the settlement as having only 
non-occupancy rights because they had been m possession for less than twelve 
years. A law which subjects the first clearer of the boiI to all the pains and 
penalties of a non-occupancy right requires amendment. 

245. Vnder-raiyats.— In Birbhum it has been noted that in some parts the 
descendants of the original clearers of the soil were dubbed under-raiyats, and 
when their leader or headman was sold up for rent, they were all dispossessed. 

In Bunkura also there was a tendency amongst the piopnotors to regard the 
Sonthals as under-raiyats and to give them no receipts To them the fact that 
the Sonthal is an under-raiyat moans that ho has no right of occupancy. But 
it is perfectly patent that an under-raiyat, if he is the original clearer of the 
soil or a descendant of such a person, should have a right of occupancy in the 
land and that he should have the same rights as a raiyat, provided his original 
right is still intact. Any Act that is framed should leave no loopholo for a 
mahajan or landlord to step in on the ground that a Sonthal is an under- 
raiyat, if the latter is tlie clearer of the soil. Section 2 llias accoidingly been 
framed to give an under-raiyat, if he is the clearer of the soil, occupancy rights. 

216 Usury* —Sections 22-25 —The report, I venture to believe, shows that 
drastic action is necossaiy ns regards usury In these matters there is 
absolutely no freedom of contract, and tho Sonthal is entirely at the mercy of 
the maJtaj'in . For dealing with these questions which go right to the very 
root of tho dispossession and poverty of the Sonthal, thoro is pi credent in tho 
Sonthal Farganas and in the Dokkhan Agriculturists’ Relief Act (XVIIof 1876). 

In tho Sonthal Parganas, compound interest is forbidden, the total amount of 
interest on the original loan canuot exceod the amount of that loan, and 
provision is made for the examination of the account between the raiyat and 
tho mahajan ab » nitio, regardless of intervening contract*. Tho same provisions 
occur m the Dokkhan Agriculturists’ Belief Act, but are put more elaborately 
By that. Act tho Court has also the power to make anangeinents for the lopay- 
ment of a dobt by periodical instillments, instead of ordonng the sale of 
mortgaged lands. Such provisions are peculiarly applicable to aborigines, and 
1 havo iollowod tho provisions of tho Sonthal Pmg mas Regulation and tho 
Dokkhan Act almoBt slavishly. Ono modification dosei res attention. Provision 
has boon made for tho repayment ot a debt by instalments of gram This is 
for tho reason that thi« method of lepayment is rnoio acceptable to the abori¬ 
gine than any other, and because there is somo chance of his repaying tho 
debt in this way, whilst there is little if the debt is turned into money. Pro¬ 
vision lias already been made for the transfers of dew cos loi the sale of land 
mortgaged before the proposed Bill to the Collector. 

247. Section 26. —This is taken direct fiom the Chota Nagpur Tenancy 
Act (section 258) and the Punjab Alienation Act (section 21), in order to 
protect the orders of the Colloctoi iiorn being upset iu the Civil Courts. 

” 248 Section 27 .—This section demands no fortlicf remaiks than time it is 
obviously desirable that a Settlement Officei should havo tho powers of a 

Collector under the Act. . . . , , 

249. Sections 28-31. —These sections deal with appeal and roviMon 

250. Rents —Though a strong cuse can be made out from at leant 
Birbhum for a change in the law reg irdmg rents, it is possibly doubtful whether 
there is on the whole sufficient evidence, or whether any change would be expe¬ 
dient The suggestion is a practicable one for universal application. This 
question has given more trouble than any other portion of the report. 

H In place of such a chango, 1 now recommend the use of that hitherto 
unused section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, which gives power to a 
Settlement Officer to sottlo and reduce routs, where it is necessary in the 
interests of public older and of the local welfare. This section is directly 
adapted to the condition of affairs m tho Kampur Hot subdivision at present. 
Produco-ronts os in Bunkura can he dealt with under section 40 of the 

• Poatibly tho question of usury i* om wliuli oiiRht to bo taken up more gouoratty for the whole of 
the lurrioultural ola»»e» of Bengel J uiulorriand »Uih a piupoiel haa bona made at a recent conference 
relating to Uo-oporatife Credit Societies 
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Bengal Tenancy Act, though I must admit there is much more chance of a 
Sonthal paying a high produce-rent than an equivalent money-rent. But the 
Court can only fix in such cases a fair and equitable rent, ft would probably 
bo ubcIqsb for the Sonthals to apply undor section 40 at present until a record- 
of-rights has been prepared, because in the majority of these cases the land¬ 
lords maintain that the Sonthals have only non-occupancy rights in the land 
or are only under-raiyats without a right of occupancy. The Sonthal would 
find it difficult to prove his caso in Couzt. 

251. Peripatetic Stafl .—-It has been suggested that, in order to ensure 
that the provisions of the proposed Act should bo carried into effect, a 
peripatetic staff should be appointed to enquire into all coses of illegal 
transfers and to bring them to the notice of the Collector. It is undoubtedly 
a fact that without n a large, probably a very large, number of sub rosa transfeis 
will be effected But it obviously must be composed of low-salaried officials, 
otherwise the cost of it will be very expensive. Such a staff will have plenty 
of opportunities for making illicit gams by concealing transfers for a 
consideration. It is doubtful whether it would get much supervision in toe 
midsb of the other multifarious duties of the Collector, unless he has tho 
matter very mucli at heart. It would probably be a free lance. The staff 
would wony the mahajan in and out of head-quarterB, and the mahajan would 
recompense himself somehow by taking it out of tho unfortunate Sonthal. 
It would be bound to be unpopular both with the mahajan and the Sonthal. 
1 must confess that I do not like {.his proposal of letting loose a new set of 
officiuls, unless there is some guarantee for then pioper control, amongst the 
populace. Such a guarantee would, however, be found in a properly organized 
and controlled system for the maintenance of land records. There also would 
be no objection to a Collector sending out from time to time a sympathetic 
Deputy Collector to enquire into illegal transfers. I therefore recommend 
that no peripatetic staff should bo appointed, but that, pending the establish¬ 
ment of a stuff for the maintcn&nco of land records, to whom the Collector’s 
powers under the proposed Act should be entrusted, action should be 
taken from time to time by the Collector by deputing an experienced and 
sympathetic Deputy Collector to cnquite into illegal transfers. 

252. Tho question of whether the High Court should have any jurisdic¬ 
tion in any except c annual cases demands consideration in connection with 
this Bill. 


PROPOSED BILL. 


'Wkfkeis if is expedient to amend the Law of Landlord and Tenant and the Law of 
Usuiy amongst the aboriginal and semi-aboriginal tribes or castes within the territories 
under the administration of the Lieutcnaut-Govcmor of Bengal, it is hereby enacted 
as follows — 

I 

Preliminary— 


I’uDjab Alienation 
of Land Act, a. 4 


I'hota Najpur Ten- 
SCiy Act, • j 


1 (1) Thin Aot may be oalled the Bengal Aboriginal Tribes Aot, 190 

(#) It shall oome into force on Buch date (hereinafter oalled tho commencement of 
thin Act) as the Local Government, with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in 
Council, mnv, by notification in the local official gazette, appoint in this behalf 

(J) The Local Government shall, by notification in the looal official gazette published 
with the proMous sanction of the Governor-General in Council, determine what bodies 
of persons m any local area, district or group of districts are to be deemed to be aboriginal 
or semi- aboriginal tribis or castes for the purposes of this Act 

2. In this Aot, unless there is anything repugnant in the snbjeot or context,— 

(j) A complete usufructuary mortgage” means a transfer of tho interest of a 
tenant in his tenancy, 

for the purpose of securing the payment of money or gram advanced or 
to be advanoed by way of loan, 

upon the condition that the loan, with all interest thereon, Bhall he deemed 
to he extinguished by the profits arising from the tenancy daring the period of 
the mortgage. 


(2) A “ village headman ” means a person who engages with his landlord for 
the payment of the rents pai able by the raiyats in a village or portion there¬ 
of, whether he is remunerated in any one or more combined of the following 


ways — 
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In kind, or money, or by some profit on the collection of rent, or by being 
permitted to cultivate oertoin lands free of or on a nominal rent, or to settle 
waste lands, 

and includes Mostagirs, Mundals, Pradh&na and ijaradars. 

(S) A tenure-holder, or a village headman, or a raiyat, or an undeT-raiyat, means 
a tenure-holder, or a village headman, or a raiyat, or an under- raiyat, res¬ 
pectively, of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribe or oaste, unless the oontrary 
te specifically stated 

(4) All expressions which are defined by section 3 of the Bengal Tenancy Aot, 
shall, subject to the provisions of this Aot, have the meanings assigned to 
them in the said ecotion 


Raiyats and undei -ratyats. 


3. No transfer cf a raiyat or under-raiyat of his right in his holding or any portion Central Prunni-on 
thereof by mortgage, lease, sale, gift, or any oontraot or agreement shall be valid to any T "cwMi Aol p?anJ«i2 
extent, exoept as provided by sections 4 and 5 Tenancy Aot, ■ 70 (d), 

4 A raiyat m»y grant a lease of his right on his holding or any portion thereof C bou Na«mr Ton- 
to another person of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribe or caste to enable him to cultivate »noy aol ■ 4<ki), 
the land bond fide as an under-raiyat 

5 A raiyat or under-raiyat. may enter into a complete usufructuary mortgage of hiB 1H72 ns iimandod iu 
right in his holding or any portion thereof for any period not exceeding seven years," 27 ^ 
provided that the term of such mortgage does not and cannot, in any possible event by 

any agreement, express ot implied, exoeed the period herein lai-J down 

G No transfer of a raiyat or nnder-raiyat, in hia holding or any portion thereof, shall Chot» Nagpur T«m- 
be binding on the lundlord exoept m so far as it would be binding under the Bengal “ cy Aot * 8 
Tonoury Act , 

7 If a transfer is made by a raiyat or an under-raiyat in contravention of the Central 
provisions of seotion 3, the Collector may, on his own initiative, or on the application of Tonttnc * 
am person who would bo ei.titled to inherit the right in the holding of the may at or the ““sontui 
under-raiyat m the event of his death without nearer heirs, or on the application of the Refutation 
landlord, ejeot tho transferee from such holding or portion thereof, 
ami either restore it to the raiyat or the under-raiyat, or 

to am heirs of the raiyat ox the under-raiyat who transferred his right in it, or 
provided the raiyat or under-raiyat, who transferred his ngbt in the land, had a right of 
occupancy in it, put it m the possession of any ocher person resident or cultivating 
in the same village belonging to an abongin&L or Bami aboriginal tribe or caste. 

Failing such persons the right of settlement Bhall accrue to the landlord, provided that he 
is not the original transferee de facto . 

Provided— 


1872 

1006, 


Provinces 
Aot, ■. (7 

Parganrs 

III of 
M amended in 
■. 27(3). 


(n) that tho transferee whom it is proposed to eject has not been in continuous 
possession for twelve yeara; 

(ft) that ho is given an opportunity of showing cause against the order of eviotion; 
and 


(c) that all proceedings of the Collector under this seotion shall be subject to 
revision by tho Commissioner 

8 At any time after the expiration of the period for which a raiyat or an under- Chota Najjpnr Tsn- 
rmyat Iibb under section ft transferred his right in his holding or any portion thereof, the * nL> Al ** 8 46 ( 4 * 
Collector may* in his discretion, either ou his own initiative, or the application of the raiyat 
or the under-raiyat. or his heirs, or the landlord, put the raiyat ot the under-raiyat or 
his heirs, into possession of suoh holding or portion thereof jn tho prescribed manner 

Provided— 

(a) that the transferee whom it is proposed to eject is given an opportunity of showing 
cause against the order of eviotion ; and 

(&) that all proceedings of tbe Collector under this section shall be subject to 
revision by the Commissioner. 


Tenure-holders and ullage headmen. 

9. The transfer of a tenure-holder of his nght in his tenure or any portion thereof, chota Nap par Ton¬ 

er of a village headman in his right, as such, or any portion thereof, by mortgage, lease, ata.y Act, a. 2« 
sale, gift or any oontraot or agreement, shall not be valid to any extent, exoept as provided L»nd nt ™tven P « *Act" 
by sections 10 and Id. ■ # S5A(4). 

10. A tenure-holder or village headman may grant a lease of one or other of the 
following kinds:— 

(1) permanent leases of uncultivated land to another person or persons of an 
aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribe or caste for the purpose of enabling the 
lessee or male members of their familuw to bring suitable portions of the laud 
under cultivation, or 

m 2 
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(2) leases of uncultivated land to such a person to enable him to cultivate the land 
as a raiyat. 

Explanation —The expression “uncultivated land** as used in this section, moludes 
land, which, though formerly cultivated, is not, at the tune the lease is granted, either 
under cultivation or in the oooupation of the lessee for the purposes of cultivation. 

11 A tenure-holder or a village headman may grant a lease, or enter into a oomplete 
usufructuary mortgage, of his right in all or any of the lauds in his own cultivation to 
exactly the same extent, subject to the some conditions, habilitiBS and peualtiee as if 11 
ciioia Nagpur Ton vrero the right of a raiyat in his holding or portion thereof. 
jik Y Act, B 214 12 If a transfer is made by a tenure-holder or a village headman in oontravontiou 

of tho provisions of seotion 9, the Collector may, on his own initiative, or on the application 
of any person who would be entitled to inherit the right in the tenure of the tenure- 
holder or the right m the village headship of the village headman in the event of hiB death 
without nearer heirs, or on tho application of the landlord, eject the transferee from such 
tenure, village headshi p or portion thereof 

and either restore it to the tenure-holder or the village headman or 

to any heirs of the tenure-holder or of the village headman who transferred his right in it, 
oi put it m the possession of any other person resident or cultivating in the same village 
belonging to an aboriginal or semi-abonginal tnbe or oaste Failing suoh persons, the 
right of settlement shall acorue to the landlord, provided that he is not the original 
transferee dr J aclo 

Provided— 


(1) that the transferee whom it is proposed to oieot has not been in continuous 

possession for twelve years, 

(2) that he is given an opportunity of showmg cause against the order of eviotion 

and • 


i (nt'al Provinces 
Lai i kciOLUti Act, 
b h A[4/i 


(3) thoi_ all proceedings of the Collector under this seotion shall be subjeot to revision 
by the Commissioner 

13 (1) tenure and a village headman’s right, as such, if held by a member of an 

aboriginal oi Bemi-aboriginal tnbe or caste shall be hentable, and the tenure-holder or the 
village headman, whether holding under a written or verbal agreement, shall be entitled 
to a renewal of his lease on its expiry, on his agreeing to pay a bur and equitable rent 
lor the tenure orvillage headship. 

(2) The nght of an aboriginal or semi-abonginal village headman, as suoh, shall bo 
indivisible, save m so far os any arrangements to the contrary ore in foroe at the time 
of the commencement of this Act, and shall devolve on one member only of his family 
according to custom and usage. 


General provision* regarding alienation 


f ontril Province* 
1 li ancx Act, £ 46(5) 
f antral I’rovinoes 
J in nicy Act, b. 70(5) 

(iinta Nagpur Ten¬ 
ancy Act, o 46(J) 
Punjab Alienation 
ol Lanri Act, ■> 17 
South il V irpanai 
Met, illation Ill 
1872, at anmiendod m 
1WM*. s 27(2) 

( bou Nagpur Ten 
ancy Ait n 46(5). 

i hot. Nagpur Ten¬ 
ancy At i, b 24u(6) 


14 No transfer of a lease in contravention of the provisions of sections 3, 4, 5,9, 10, or 
11 shall be registered, or Bhall m any way be recognised os valid by any court, whether in 
the exeroiso of uvil, criminal or revenue jurisdiction. 


< hnta Nagpur Ten 
am \ Act, • 49 
( hole Nnppur Ten- 
»nv Act, a 241 


15 Nothing in the foregoing sections Bhall affeot the validity of any transfer (not 
otherwise valid) of a raiyat or under-raiyat m his holding or any portion thoreof, or of a 
tenure-holder in lus tenure or euy portion thereof, or of a village headman m his nght as 
such, or in any portion thereof mode frond fide before the 

16 If a tenure-holder, village headman, raiyat or uuder-raiyat surrenders or abandons 
ms tenure, village headships or holding under circumstauces that amount to a virtual transfer 
of the tenure or holding on aooount of debts inourred by the tenure holder, village head¬ 
man, raiyat or under-raiyat, the provisions of sections 7 and 12 shall apply. 

17 (1) Notwithstanding anything contained m sections 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, and 11 any 
tennre-holder, village headman or oooapanoy-raiyat may, without the oonBent of the land¬ 
lord, transfer his tenuro or holding or any part thoreof for any reasonable and sufficient 
purpose, having relation to the good of the tenure or holding, or of the tenure or estate in 
which it is comprised, such os tho use of the land for any charitable, religious or 
educational purpose, or for the purpose of mining manufacture or irrigation or as building 
ground for any such purpose, or for access to land used or required for any Buch purposes 

(2) Every such trunsfor must be made by registered deed, and before the deed is 
registered and the land transfcned the written consont of tho Collector must be obtained 
to the terms of the deed and to the transfer. 


(3) Before consenting to Buoh transfer, the Colleotor shall satisfy himself that the 
landlord is adequately compensated for the transfer, and, when only part of a tenure or 
holding is transferred, may, if he think fit, apportion between the transferee and the original 
tenant the rent payable for the bolding. 



LEGISLATIVE. 


85 


Court tale*. 


18. No decree or order Bhsll be passed by any court lor the sale of the right of the tenure- Punjab Alienation 
holder, village-headman, raiyat or under-raiyat in his tenure or holding, or any portion of c^t?nf°Vroiinoo» 
thereof, nor shall any such right be sold in execution of any decree or order: Tonancj Act, ■ 

Provided OB follows— Central Provincni 

(») any auoh right or holding may be sold in, execution of a decree of a oompetent ST("J y Act ’ "* 

Court, to recover an arrear of rent whioh has aoorued in respeot of tho right cantrai 1 ’tovmco. 

n» Tenancy Act, ? Hi 

holding , Chota Majpur Ton 

(b) any such right or holding or portion thereof may be sold under the procedure Ton 

provided by the 1'ublio Demands Eocovery Aot, 1895, for the recovery of a Aat,« 210 , 
loan granted for the benefit of the land under the Land Improvement Loans 
Aat, 1883, or the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 1884, or otherwise by the Looal 
Government; 

(cf any suoh right or holding or portion thereof may be sold in execution of a decree 
or ordor of a oompetent Court in satisfaction of a debt duo under a mortgage 
which was registered before the oommonoement of this Aot. 

(d) The execution of all suoh doorees or orders referred to in Bub-sooUons (a) (b) and 
(c) for the sale of riuch rights or holdings or portions thereof shall ho transfer¬ 
red to the Golleotor under seotion 68 of the Civil Prooedure Code, 1908 

Explanation —Proviso (c) does not render valid any document whiah is otherwise 
illegal or invalid, or authorise a court to take judicial cognizance of any suoh document 


Reclamation of land 

♦ 

19 ( 1 ) The oral or wntton oonsent of the landlord for the reclamation of land, whioh Chot ’ 1 t^" 
was previously jungle, waste or uncultivated, for tho purposes of cultivation, shall be ftu< ’ y Act * “ b ’ ' 
required in every oaso oxcept — 

(a) where tho land was* before suoh reclamation, moluded m the tenancy of a 
cultivator, 

(A) when, by tho custom or usago of tlie village, tenure or estate, suoh oonaont 
is not necessary, 

(c) whore tho land forms part of tho lands of a tenure, held by a tenure-holder or of a 
village or portion thereof under a village headman as dofined m this Act 

(9) Such oonBent shall be deemed to have boon given if, within two years from the 
date on which the cultivator commenced sucli reclamation, the landlord has not mado on 
application to the Collector for the ojectmont of the cultivator. 

(3) Nothing in this sootion authorizes any cultivator to reclaim any orchard or culti¬ 
vated or homestead land id the diroot possession of any other person 

20 AVhon any applioation referred to in section 19, sub-section (2), is made, the 
Golleotor may, after making suoh enquiry as he thinks fit,— 

(a) order tho ejectment of the cultivator from the land so reclaimed, upon payment 
by the landlord of such reasonable compensatior (if any) ob the Collector 
may direct, or, 

(l) direct that tho cultivator may bo left in undisturbed possession of the laud 

21. Every raiyat or under rai) at who cultivates or holds lands which he or any 
member of his family has reclaimed trom jimgle, waste or uncultivated land for tho purposes 
of cultivation, shall have a right ot occupancy in such laud, notwithstanding that he has 
not cultivated or held the laud for a period of twelve years 


XJmrxj 

22 (2) All courts shall obsorve tho ruleB contamod *in sub-seolion (2) in the following aonthBl p 4rcan!V> 

deflOTiptlOnB Of BllltS — Iteuulntion 111 (137 i) 

(o) Bints for reoovory of money allegod to be due to tho plaintiff when the defenda “■ nokban A^n 

or oue of the defendants is a member of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal oaste i^* luriata Rohcf * ot 
,i ° *, 3, 12, 1J, 15A, 

or tnbe iso, i5c, igu, 16,17, 

on account of money lent, or advanced to, or paid for, the defondant, or 20 fia. 

as the pnoo of goods sold, or 

in an account Btated between the plaotiff and the defendant, or 

on a written or unwritten engagement for the poyment of money not heroin- 

before provided foi, 

(A) suits for recovery of money due on contracts other than tho above and suits for 
moveable property or for the value of suoh property, or for damages, when 
the defendant or one of the defendants is a member of an aboriginal or semi- 
aboriginal oaste or tribe; and 
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(c) suite for foreclosure or for the possession of mortgaged property, or for sale of 

suoh property, or for foreclosure and sale, when the defendant or one of the 
defendants is a member of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal caste or tnbe; 
and 

(d) suits for the redemption of mortgaged property when the plaintiff, or where 

there are several plaintiffs, any one of the plaintiffs, is a member of an abori¬ 
ginal or semi-aboriginal caste or tnbe. 

(£) (a) The oourt, if tbe amount of the creditor’s claim is disputed, shall unless, for 
reasons to he recorded by it in writing, it deems it unnecessary to do 
so, examine both the plaintiff and the defendant as witnesses, and shall 
enquire into the history and merits of the oase from the commencement 
of the transaction between the parties and the persons (if any) through whom 
they claim, out of which the suit has arisen, first with a view to ascertaining 
whether there is any defenoe on the ground of fraud, mistake, accident, 
undue influence or otherwise, and, secondly, with a v_ew to taking an acoount 
between tbe parties in the manner provided below herein 

When the amount of the claim is admitted and the Court, for lessons to be 
recorded by it m writing, believes that such admission is true and is made 
by the debtor with a full knowledge of his legal rights as against the 
creditor, the Court shall not be bound so to enquire, but may do so if it 
thinks fit 

In other cases in which the amount of the olaim is admitted the Court shall bo 
bound to enquire as aforesaid. 

(6) Interest on any debt or liability for a period exceeding one year shall not be 
decreed at a higher rate than two per cent, per mensem, notwithstanding any 
agreement to the oontrary, and no compound interest, or anv compound 
interest arising from any intermediate adjustment of account, shall be decreed. 

(c) The total interest decreed on any loan or debt shall never exceed one-fourth 

of the principal sum, if <he period be not more than one year, and shall 
not in any other ease exoeed the principal of the original debt or loan. 

(d) AIL money paid by or on account of the debtor to the creditor or on hiB account, 

and all profits, service or other advantages of every desonptiou received by the 
cred tor m the course of the transaction (estimated if necessary, at bucIi 
money-value as the Oourt on its discretion, or with the aid oE arbitrators 
appointed by it, may determine) shall bo creditablo first m the account of 
interest, and when any payment is more than sufhoient to discharge the 
balance of interest due at the lime it is made, the residue of such payment 
shall bo credited to the debtor m the account ot principal 

Explanation —The expression “ intermediate adjustment of acoount" in olnuse (6) of 
this sub-Bectzon means any adjustment of acoount which is not final and includes the 
renewal of an existing claim by bond, deoree oi otherwise, when, without the passing ot 
fresh conbideration the original claim is increased by such renewal 

Illustration —A bond is given for Its 75, of which Kb 25 are interest. Unless the 
creditor can prove to the satisfaction of the Court that he gave such consideration for the 
bond as rendered the transaction fair and equitable, of the Rs. 75, Ra 60 only will bear 
interest, and the limit of the olaim on the bond will be Rs. 100, provided that the total 
Rs 50 has not been inequitably arrived at 

23. The Court may m its discretion in passing a decree under section 22, sub seotiou 
(1), clause (n) or clause (£), or for the redemption of mortgaged property und'T the section, 
sub-section (1), clause (d), or instead of passing any decree for the foreclosing, possession or 
sale, or for the foreclosure and sale under section 31, sub-section (1), clause (r), for any 
mortgaged property, may pass r decree stating what amount is payable by tbe debtor, and 
may, if it thinks ht, direct that the amount shall be repayable m instalments of either 
money or grain on such dates, and Without or with suoh interest as it tiunka fit, and 
wnen the mortgagee is in possession, os to tbe appropriation of profits and accounting 
therefor, as it thmkB fit Suoh instalments, if of money, may bo paid into Court. 

24 Any person of an aboriginal or semi-aboriginal tribe may sue for ao account of 
the amount of pnnoipal and interest remaining unpaid on a mortgage, or for an acoount 
of money Lent or advanced to or paid for him by a creditor, or due by him to tbe creditor 
as tbe prices of goods sold, or on a written or unwritten engagement for the payment of 
money, and of money paid by him to the creditor, 

and for a deoree declaring the amount, if any, still payable by him to tho creditor. The 
amount, if any, payable by the plaintiff shall be determined under the rules contained m 
section 22. 

25 A decree passed under section 24 may, besides deol&rmg the amount due, direot 

that such amount shall be paid by instalments of gram or money, with or without 
interest; and when any suoh deoree so directs, and the amount is repayable in instalments 
of money, the plaintiff may pay the amount of suoh deoree, or the amount of eaoh instalment 
paid by decree, as it folia due, into Oourt, in default whereof execution of the deoree 
may be enforoed by the defendant in the same manner as if he had obtained a decree in a 
suit to reoover the debt. , 
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General. 

20. No suit shall be entertained in any Civil Court established under the Bengal, Chat* Nagpur Tan- 
Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887, to vary, modify or set aside, either direotly or “° y Aot » 
indirectly, any order or decree of any Collector or Revenue Offioer in any suit or proceeding Pa D j & b Alienation 
under this Aot, or shall have jurisdiction in any matter which a Collector is empowered of Act, a 21 
to dispoBO of by this Act 

27 (J) The local Government may vest any Deputy Collector by name or office with 

the powers of a Collector under this Act. 

(S') In particular, during the couduot of any proceedings under Chapter X of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, the Chief Revenue Officer in charge of such proceedings shall have 
the powers of a Collector under tbifl Act 

2S. Appeal h shall ho against the proceedings of any Deputy Collector ezeroising Chota Nagpur Ten 
the powers of a Collector under this Aot to the Colleotor of the district, whose orders anoy Act ' “* 52154 
thereon shall only be subject to revision by the Commissioner of the Division 

Provided that— 

(1) appeals from the proceedings of the Chief Revenue Officer m charge of proceedings 
under Chapter X o! the Bengal Tenancy Aot may lie to the Commissioner, 
if the Local Government *0 direct, and that 

(■*!) appeals from officers sulrordinate to suoh Chief Revenue Offioer, shall lie to 
tho Chief Revenue) OfiiueT. 

29 Appeals shall he against the proceedings of the Distnot Collector m exercise 
of his original jurisdiction to trie Commissioner of the Division 

UO. |2) In Lhe performance of their duties and the exorcise of their powers under T * n 

this Act Collectors shall bo subject to the general direction and control of the Commissioner 401:7 ° 8 *' 4 
und the Board of Revenue, and Deputy Cilleotflrs exerowing functions of the Colleotor 
shall also be aubjoct to tlie direction and control of the Colleotor. 

(J) Sim daily Chief Revenue Officers and Revenue Officers shall be subjeot to the 
general direction aud ountrul of the Collector, Commissioner and the Board of Revenue 
uud the Chief Revenue Officer, provided that if appeals ho from tho Chief Revenue Offioer 
to the Commissioner, the Chief Revenue Offioor shall not bo subject to the general 
direction and control of the Collector. 

31 All applications far appeal or revision must be presented within thirty days 
of the date of tlic older or decision 


CHAPTER XV 

Settlement Proposals, and Transfer of Jurisdiction. 

(Terms of the Reference — No. XIV.) 

253. General proposals —The last of the terms of tho reference on which I 
have to report is whether any settlement proceedings should bo undertaken in 
any area under report, i shall hi st trcat this matter generally. I have been at 
some pains to try and point out that the chief oppressor is the mahajan. To this 
purpose I have thrown some proposals into tho form of a draft Bill But this Bill 
will not do much to prevent the acquisition of lands by nahajan } if there are no 
records showing what lands the Sonthals now hold. 1 he mahajan will endeavour 
to take the land away from him, and then state either that it was taken previous 
to the passing of this Act or that tnc Sonthal never had possession of it or had no 
rights in it, and that he obtained it from the landlord Also, if the Colleotor has 
in each case to go mto a mass of evidence to discover if the Sonthal had occupancy 
rights or was in possession before or after the passing of the Act before he was 
dispossessed, then there is a possibility that he will not use his powers under the 
Act But if the Collector has a record-of-rights to work on, then he can without 
any difficulty pass orders on questions $>f dispossession. Without it nothing 
effective can be done. This, therefore, is the general argument that I advance 
in favour of an early settlement of the Sonthal area, viz., that if tho proposals 
regarding legislation became law, a settlement will greatly enhance their effect, 
and for their proper working is a practical necessity 

On this ground I therefore strongly advocate a change for the general _ra^9o ^(iuooa»- 
programme laid out for a settlement of tho whole of Bengal, viz., that Birbhutn, 0 '* 

jBankura and Miduapore may be taken up as early as possible. Tbe 
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permanently-settled portion of Balasore could doubtless bo taken up along 
with Midnapore. 

p fll> (Recom . 254. Particular^ proposals ,—There is however an area where a record-of- 
tneXtioDNo e.) rights is in my opinion immediately necessary , and that is in part ol the 
Kampur Hat subdivision. 

There are four main reasons why a settlement should be effected in this 
8 J « 09 70 area The first is that the Sonthals have seen the results of a settlement in the 
Sonthal Parganas, and they desire a settlement in their own lands. The 
vague 4 i -44 second is that rents have been increased arbitrarily, and the tenant pays on the 
whole considerably more than he did in 1881, and it is necessary to put a 
check on these illegal enhancements. Other reasons'-of the same class are in 
j’fttfo 5 o some villages the necessity for putting a stop to illegal exactions; in others for 

cf t Dharmpur and determining the exact status ol the Sonthal, in a third group for determining 
i , v Ul j*nj a|, !No8. Ap viji ^ ie a ^ uu> l rent, and m all caseB for classifying and finding out how much 
Biui V ' land the Sonthal really haH. The third reason is of a difforent class, and that 

i 18 Babu Bhubsn Mohan Ratio’s compromise between landlords and 

Nr a JV “«> tenants had the effect of preventing to some-extent the breakage of the 
headman system, and a settlement may be expected to do the same A fourth 
and cogent reason is the necessity for showing some tangible Tesults of the 
enquiries, and in a shape which is expected, viz., that of a settlement. In 
view of what has already been said in Chapter XIII, I consider that it would 
be politic to have an amm on the ground as soon as possible, if only for the 
traverse survey. 

iii The total area proposed for settlement is just over 100 squaro miles, and 

is made up as follows. — 


Pi^ 16, 48 
Fi.tf- IV 70 


l uir liH }>ii 


Thntu 


Number of M»u/aa 

Numbsr of Sonthal 

M urarai 


12 

35 

Nulhati 

• • « 

15 

44 

Rampur 


23 

80 

Maureswar 


10 

43 


I tij 11 10 
1'^L G^ 


13—16 
I u,e*. 41 42. 
Pnk<. 48 


Pn>.c 1 

, 1C 
hw.PH 4 1 44 

l vn 48, 

1 ii|. c 30 


The map and list of villages has been separately forwarded to tho Director of 
Land Records I must admit that in the Kovd L. O. bkreisrud’s villages there is 
not much necessity for a settlement, except as regards the gomastha cess, but this 
is the homo of the trouble. I see therefore no advantage m leaving out these vil¬ 
lages. In this connection Mr. Skrefsrud wrote a letter to Mr. Foster, Collector 
oi Birblium, dated 28th January 1908, m which it appears that he is strongly 
opposed to a settlement. This can only refor to his own villages, which in 
Birbhum are few m numbei So long as the enquiry was agamBt mahajans t 
Mr. Skrefsrud was sympathetic, but when be saw it was concerned with landlords 
also, lie became unsympathetic 

Most of tho Sonthal villages in the area proposed for settlement were 
measured by Babu libuban Mohan Raha in 1881—83, and in some 50 per cent, 
ot tbeso i cuts fixed. The measurements and rents are now out of date. 

I have included in this proposal certain villages in the Mollarpur Pargana, 
belonging to the Mohant of Mollarpur, and settled by Munshi Nund)i in. 
1891—03. These include villages Jetia, Raipur and Polashponi, where the 
Mohant has been charging unduly high rates for incre&Bed cultivation, and the 
village of Rampur, whero tho record-of-rights of 1801-92 has been completely 
ignoicd. The area proposed for settlement is practically the u disaffected” 
area, if I may use the word. 

255 As regards (1), the scattered villages in Mahamad Bazar outpost, 
and (2) the block of villages in the Rajnagar outpost, I am not aware that, m 
view of an impending general settlement, the urgency for an immediate 
settlement is so great. The date of their settlement is more a matter of 
administrative convenience. The Sonthals, however, in this area, on seeing a 
settlement m progress, may agitate for a settlement also ; consequently it will 
not be advisable to postpone the settlement of this area too long. In the 
programme for Bengal, the general settlement of Bubhuin is put down for the 
years 1913-14. I presume the special settlement proposed above could be 
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completed in 1911, so that, if the traverse surrey party could appear in 
the cold weather of 1911-12 in Rajnagar, this would he sufficient. Should, 
however, the Director of Land Records consider that, from the point of 
view of completeness and convenience of administration, the settlement 
of these remaining vjjjages should be undertaken separately from that 
of the general settlement, it might be taken up immediately after that of 
the area 1 have proposed. The local officers can easily supply the list of such 
villages and mauzasf. The total area would be less than 100 square miles, pro¬ 
bably about 70 There is no urgency as regards the villages in thann Bolpur, etc 

These proposals are being submitted through the Director of Land 
Records, who will, 1 hope, employ Maulvi Ekramuddin, my Kanungo, under an 
experienced Sonthal Settlement Officer like Mr. J. Robertson, Deputy Collector, 
in the special settlement, should it be sanctioned. 

250 Section 112^ Bengal Tenancy Act —In Chapter XIV a reference 
has been made to the necessity of legislating on the subject of reDts. I 
have reluctantly given up certain proposals regarding those rents, and in 
their placo have recommended a free use of section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, which empowers a Settlement Officer, when necessary in the interests 
of public order or of the local welfare, to settle all rents and to reduce them. 

The application of this section to a settlement of the Sonthal area m the 
Rampur ll.it subdivision is desirable on three grounds:—(1) because the rents 
of Sontlmls have been illegally enhanced out of proportion to the excess area 
under cultivation , (2) because rates of rents were fixed in 1881 and 1892 as 
being applicable to the Sonthals, but the rents ore much higher in certain 
villages, and (3) because if a settlement is undertaken, excess area will be found 
under cultivation, rents will have to be assessed for this area, and the present 
discontent will be augmented. 

I need say nothing more as regards grounds Nos. (11 and (2), the evidence 
regarding them is to be found in Chapter VII. What I wish to emphasize is 
the third ground, which makes section 112 of tho Bengal Tenancy Act 
peculiarly applicable. In the Notes on Clauses in the Bill of 1906,* it was 
said —“Experience has shown, however, that certain landlords have been able 
to forco illegal and oppressive rents on the tenantry without creating any imme¬ 
diate agrarian disturbance In such cases the Government proposes in future 
to take action to reduce the excessive rents before any actual disturbance 
arises.’ 1 That is what has happened in Birbhutn no immediate agrarian 
disturbance has been created, though rents have been illegally and excessively 
enhanced, but there is plenty of discontent. That gives a ground for action 
under section 112, Bengal Tenancy Act. Hut the point is that after the settle¬ 
ment, these rents will have to be still further enhanced on account of the excess 
area found under cultivation, and the probabilities are that the discontent will 
bo further augmented Whether there is danger of trouble or not, the position 
is so full of possibilities foi tumble that I think it is necessary in the interests r» g «w 
of public order and of the local wclfaio that nothing should bo dono to 
further increase the present discontent, and to this end I recommend that the 
Settlement Officer in Rampur Hat should be given powers under section 112, 

Bengal Tenancy Act,—(1) to settle the rent s of all Sonthals and other aboriginal or 
semi-aboriginal tribes, and (2) to reduce them, if in Ins opinion the maintenance 
of the existing rents would be unfair and inequitable. There would be 
little difficulty in Bottling the rents, because a table of rates has been twice 
prepared in Rampur Hilt subdivision, and these would form a basis, with the 
necessary modifications, for the future rents. Such a measure in Rampur Q&t 
should have a most salutary effect. It must be remembered that since 1872 i. 

the Sonthals in this area have been agitating off and on, and that any action 
taken has been in the nqture of a compromise. It is now time that full 
powers should be exorcised for putting matters on a firm basis. In settling this 
area, a considerable amount of trouble will have to be taken to explain that 
the lands lost by the Sonthals cannot be given back to them, but I am hopeful 
that the Sonthals will be reasonable in this respect. 

256. Alternative Proposal,—Transfer of jurisdiction, —As the report was 
in the Press, it was suggested to me by tho Director of Laud Records that 

, • Vidt fitmpuu'g Tenancy Act, pagi* 36S 

f A cough lut hss been seat to tne Director of Lend Records 

M 
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it would be advisable to draw the attention of Government to the case with 
which the Sonthal villages in Hirbhnm coaid be transferred to the Sonthal 
Parganas, and the whole Sonthal problem in Birbhum thus disposed of This 
question forms no part of the reference, but there can be no doubt that that 
would be the end of the trouble in Birbhum, which, bb Already remarked, has 
been going on Bince 1872. It is the real solution. The portions transferred 
would consist of a block m the north-west of Murarai thana, another block in 
the west of Nalhati thana, adjoining strip of Rampur H&t thana on the west, 
widening out at the south and extending down to a block in the west of 
Maures war thana, a few villages on the border in Mohamad Bazar outpost, 
and finally a block in the north-west of Rajnagar outpost. This area does 
not exoeea 170 square miles. The names of the villages that can be 
transferred from the subdivision of Rampur H&t are contained in the list of 
villages proposed from settlement on page 94. The names and positions of 
the other villages would have to the ascertained from the local officers. A 
rough list has been sent to the Director of Land Records. 

The question of this transfer was once raided before in 1872, but it was 
pointed out * that the villages had not been transferred because— 

(1) the Bengali element predominated in some of the parganas, and 

(2) Sun was a more convenient administrative centre, t 

Later the matter was rather summarily disposed of by saying that nothing 
could be done until a Census'was made Bhowiug what population 
predominated. 

Id the present case, however, it is not proposed to transfer a pargana, but 
to transfer the Sonthal villages in the parganas adjoining the Sonthal Parganas. 
The question of Bengali predominance is not therefore of so much account, 
although there are a certain number of Bengali villages in the area. The area 
indicated above is, to the best of my belief, that in which the Sonthali element 
predominates, though doubtless towards the east the Bengali element pre¬ 
dominates. If necessary, statistics of population could however be obtained 
from the village Census tables^ by assuming that all Animists and Christians 
are Sonthals, and some of the Eastern villages eliminated. As regards the 
second difficulty, it must be admitted that Suri is a far more convenient 
centre of administration, though it is a curious position that on that account 
the Sonthals Bhould have to submit to a different set of Ibwb than their brethren 
in the Sonthal Parganas. It would seem that, in such a case, convenience of 
the centre of administration should give way entirely to the necessity of a 
different kind of adminstration. 

A third difficulty is that the landlords and tnahajans will strenuously 
object to such a transfer. But, if the proposed settlement and the proposed Bill 
are carried into effect, the result should be very nearly the same, except as 
regaids rents, and even regarding them interference is very desirable. 

Pag* 2 Mr. Maddox, in the letter originating this enquiry,§ gave it as his opinion 

that it was useless to consider the question then of a transfer without an 
unfair disregard of vested interests, although to a large extent these interests 
had in past years undoubtedly been secured either by fraud or by force 
maienre , or in return for consideration, in the majority of cases totally inadequate. 
I do not suppose however that Government, if it transferred this area, 
would interfere with vested interests of the past, but would only introduce 
the Sonthal Parganas system with effect from the date of the transfer. This 
meets this objection to some extent. 

r&gM 5,6 7 . Historically and physically the area belongs to the Sonthals, and therefore 

to the Sonthal Parganas. The Sonthals cleared it originally. To any one 
travelling through the country, the boundary between the districts appears 
to have been laid in an extremely empirical manner by drawing straight lines 
to join up the eastern or south-eastern ends of the Sonthal Parganas Hills as 
they approached the boundary. If a space had been left in the Sonthal 

* Government letter No. 106% dated the 14th February 1671. 
t Government letter No 237% dated the 0th April 1872 _ 

1 Tables showing distribution by religions are available in the Birbhuni District Office, but not carte 
or nationality 1 

§ Commissioner of Burdwan's letter No 237T. G. dated 20tli August 1206 , 
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Paiganai of five or sol miles between the ends of the hilts and the plains, there 
would have been none of this trouble. I am most strongly in favour of the 
proposed transfer and I can. only regret that, as the question was not included 
in the reference, that l have not full details of population and area to give 
Government. 

The above faots are however possibly sufficient to give Government an 
idea as to whether the matter Bbould be seriously considered. Meanwhile, 
the discussion on the question need not delay the proposed settlement, if it is 
decided that it should be undertaken. 

A transfor of jurisdiction m Bankura would mean the transfer of nearly 
two-thirds or three-quarters of tho Sadar subdivision to Chota Nagpur, m 
the Midnapore area, together with that of the Fatehabad pargann in Balasore, 
could appropriately form a new district by itself, and transferred to Chota 
Nagpur. Tne latter proposal to divide Midnapore into two districts, which was 
originally brought forward on other grounds, has 1 understand, been already 
negatived. If however it is ever revived, plenty of evidence for its necessity 
can be found in this report. 

257. A final recommendation —It is obvious that, if possible, ono 
Sonthal knowing Deputy Collector should be posted to each of the districts of (EWm^nd.xuaa 
Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore It is however more neoessarv that No 14 > 
Sontlial-knowmg Munsifs should be appointed at Rmnpur Hfit (Birbhum), 

Khatra (Bankura) and Midnapore Sadar. It would be desirable to have a 
Sontlial-knowing Munsif also in Suri Sadar (Birbhum), Bankura Sadar and 
Garbeta and Danton (Midnapore), but thjp is probably an impossibility. 

Collectors and District Judges in these districts should therefore encourage 
the Deputy Collectors and Munsifs subordinate to them, to pass the Bpecial 
language examination in Sonthali, and to obtain the prescribed reward of 
lis. 1,000. For tho Munsif at Khatra. it should be, on account of the p*g M 3 8s# 

large Sonthal population iu Raipur, Siwlapal and Khatra, almost a tine qua non 
that he should pass the examination. It would not perhaps be necessary 
to lay down any strict rule on the subject, but merely to rule that this officer 
was expected to pass the examination under penalty of a transfer. I gather 
that it would be a penalty. 


CHAPTER XVI, 

Summary. 

It remains to bring together the recommendations contained in the report 
These are not many and are definitely stated in certain portions of the 
report. They are— 

I The introduction of an Act to prevent the alienation of land and to 
amend the Law of Usury amongst aborigines and semi-aborigines on the lines 
of the draft on pages 82 to 87, and discussed in Chapter XIV. 

2. The immediate extension of this Act to tho tribeB and areas given on 
page 72, also on page 68. 

3. The subsequent extension of this Act to other tribes and other areas 
on enquiry from the local officers, vide page 72, aloo page 68 

4 In the progress of any settlement operations an enquiry into the 
question whether there are other tribes to whom it should bo extended, vide 
page 72, also page 68. 

That the attention of the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam 
may be drawn to the matter, with a view to protecting the Sonthals in the 
Bavin d, vide page 72. 

6. The immediate settlement of an area of about 100 square miles of 
Sonthal villages in Rampun Hat subdivision, Birbhum, and tbo application of 
section 112, Bengal Tenancy Act, to this area, and should the Director of Land 
Records think fit of the remaining villages in Mohamed Bazaar and 
Rajnaggar, 1 tide pages 88 and 89. 

7. With a view to making the proposed legislation effective, a change 
in tbe*24 years’ settlement programme of Bengal so as to have Birbhum 
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Bankura, Midnapore end the remaining portion of Balasore settled os early as 
possible, vide page 88. 

8. Suggestions regarding education, vide page 58. 

9. Suggestions regarding Agricultural Banks, vide page 61. 

10. Suggestion regarding dates of realisations of agricultural loans, 
vide page 61. 

11. Suggestion that the attention of Sub-Registrars should be drawn to 
the necessity of explaining to aborigines thoroughly the documents tho latter 
exeoute, vide page 36. 

12. Consideration of question whether appeals in cases against and 
brought by Sonthals, except in criminal cases, should go before the High Court, 
vtde pages 39 and 82. 

13. Recommendation of stoppage of barter for rice-beer in Birbhum, vide 
page 58. There are no other recoinmandetions regarding the liquor traffic for 
the reason given on page 60. 

14. Certain recommendations as regards Munsififs, etc , and their language, 
vtde page 91. 


GLOSSABY 

A 


Abwab—Illegal oeu. 

Adhi—Term applied to a produce-rent according to which the tenant pays the landlord 
half the orop. 

Aimndar—A tenure (thana Garb beta), vide page 20. 

Amla*—A landlord's servant, whose duty it is to look after accounts, etc, of the 
property. 

B 

Baud—A kind of tank 
Banya—Trader. 

Bara&li—A rate of interest, vide page 26. 

Benami—Granted to a person other than the rent grantee. 

Bethbegan—Free labour given by a tenant to his landlord 

Bhagti—Term applied to a produce rent; the tenant divides the crop with the land¬ 
lord in a fixed proportion. 

O 


Chitha—A statement used in the report of rents and arrears 
Chotha—A rate of interest, vide page 26. 

D 

Derhia— 50 per cent, interest. 

Deoh-Manj hi—Perganait s assistant 
Dhan—Paddy. 

Dhangar—Usually used to mean uplands. 

Dhurta—A rate of interest, p »de page 26. 

Dikku—A foreigner in from the SonthaTs point of view, e.p. f a Bengali 
Duhra—100 per cent, interest. 


G 

Ghat—-Used in the report to mean a jungle pass. 

Ghatwal— Guardian of a jungle pea, 

Gola—A gram store. 

Gomashta—Landlord's rent-collector. 

Gorait—Village measengeq. 

Guru—A village school-master. 

I 

Ijaradar—A farmer of rents; in flalhani a village headman, vide page 21; »Ufi m 
Balasore, vide page 23. 

I jam—The interest of an ijaradar. 

J 

Jamai or Jote—A tenancy, vide pages 18-19. 

Jangalbun— A tenure, vide page 18. 

Jalkar—Generally a fishery ; used by Hr. Skrefsrud to denote the right to use waters 
Jama—Bent. 

Jaxnabandi—Landlord's list of rents. 

Jog-Man jhi—Bonthal village master of oeremonies and moral oonflar- 
Jog-Paramok or J og-Paramaniok—J og-Manjhi's deputy. 
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K 

Kabul iy at—Wntten arrangement to accept a lease. 

Kasi— Perganait’s assistant in Balasore. 

Khatian—Paper prepared showing rent, area, rights, eto M of a tenant m his holding 
Khas —(Possession) , personal possession without intervention of an intermediary. 
Khem—Term applied to rent-free land of Sonthal village officials. 

Kistibandi — An arrangement for repayment of a debt in instalments 

Kist—Time of repayment 

Korali—A rate oE interest, ru/e page 26. 

Kotal—Village messenger 

Kxisham—A system of cultivating labour; the labourer is given a certain amount oE land 
to cultivate, and he is remunerated by a share of the crop, a oommon form is that in which the 
owner provides the Beed and the labourer obtains a one-third Bhare of the crop. 

Knshau—A labourer 
Kudam naiki— Naik’s assistant. 

Kuduni Liaiya—Laiya'e assistant. 

Kuxfa raiyat—Under-raiyat. 

L 

Laiya—V ill age priest 

M 

Mabaj an—Money-lender 
Mandal—Village headman 

M&ng&n—Subscription from raiy&ts to defray any expenses of a landlord 
Man—Term applied to tho rent free lands of Sonthal village officials 
Manj hi—Sonthal village headman , also general surname of a SonthaL 
Mokurran—Permanent lease at a fixed rate 
Mokumdar—The holder of a mokurran lease. 

Moetagir—Village headman , also farmer of rents. 

N 

Naiki—Sonthal village priest. 

Normal—'Term used meaning the lower plains of Bengal 

r 

Ponohak—Nominal or quit-rent 
Paroniok or Paramamck—Manjhi’s assistant 
Par] a—Raiyat 

Fatm—A peculiar tenure, whose holders are liaible to be a sold up in a manner similar 
to holders of estates. 

Patta—Wntten lease • 

P&thsala—Village school 

Perganait—Head of a group of Manjhis or Sonthal headman of different villages , 
usually the leader of the Sonthols to a particular locality. 

Pradhan—Village headman. 

S 

Sajhai—Term applied to a prodnoe-rent; the amount of the produoe is fixed by weight 
or volume. 

Salami—A premium for a lease 

Sal—A valuable jungle tree (Shorea robust a). 

Satosi—37^ per oent interest. 

Siooi—26 per oent. interest. 

T 

Tola—Separate group of houses in a village , a hamlet. 

Z 

Zemindar —A landlord holding under Government. 
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L\%t of Villages proposed for settlement cn Rampur Hdt Subdivision. 


Name of Thana 



Muraroi 


... < 


Nalh&tL 


Rampur Hit 


Maureawar ... 




f 3 in rah a Gropalpur 
Santoshpur 
TlaioogTam, ... 
Mukundapui .. 
Chnndrapara 
, Nakorgram 
i Birnagar ... 
lianndoba ... 
Chandarpur 
Matharapur 
Kamdebuama ... 
l. Jhikorhati 

BarHur ... 

Sultanpur 

Pushur 

Gobindapur 

Bhola 

I Madua 
Hantoka 
} Kadaeir 
i Babutai 
Badofa 
Madbabpor 
Bhabanondapnr 
Labbrnioaiajanpur 
Haridaapur ... 
Kartikdanga ... 

L Santoahpur 
Bodhra 
Chhora 
Cbakaipar 
Bella Ibtrqajftjpur 
Narayanpur 
Kkpara 
Ubedamara 
Bhatuia ... 

KaLkapur 
Bad i pur 

Pnahladpur ,.. 

<( Kaghtogari) 
Tahaldara 
Rampur 

I Jatbla ... 

j llatikacda 
Ghrsura or Maaura 
Nibarsia 
Bammgaon ... 

Gona 

Suuabaodbi 
Kbojapur 
Taraohua ... 

", llatg&olua ... 

' Maubolia 
Ghagba ... 

Jetia ... 

J ltaipurcbak 
^ Birajpur 

Goala . . 

bach ami 
Chanda 
„ Kalaipabaxi 


19 

20 
68 
76 
76 
74 

70 

71 

72 

73 
120 
122 

2 

1 

7 

8 
9 

13 
16 

14 
34 


2,968 

730 

1,620 

290 

616 

295 

1,020 

700 

304 


*TIL 


1,970 

430 

655 

1,004 

840 

714 

671 

677 


BMT 


691 

1,129 

901 

1,874 

1,610 

1,136 

268 

985 

1,597 

1,007 

1,218 

1,811 

1,325 

1,965 

1.182 

2,266 

296 

2,444 

218 

1,176 

375 

464 

964 

608 

2,271 

1,046 

649 

904 

670 

151 

0,861 

3,767 

1,4*?5 

1.246 

2.246 
1,336 

340 

1,086 

469 

1,126 

713 


Total 


71,743 
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APPENDIX I <•) . 

{V%ds Chapter IV.) 

BIRBHUtt. 

Raktuh HIt Subdivision. 

MUftAEAI THIN A. 

1.—Jit pur : Broke** {19 Sonthml hotuea). — This Tillage wm measured, and a settlement 
effected by Babu Bhuban Mohan Baba, Deputy Collector (1879—1862), between the 
Bamindara, Hoaeim Khan end the Moetagir or headman of the village, at Rb. 48-8-3 

for 207 bighas, 8 oottahs, 4f dhurs. The major portion of the land consulted of 4th 
fllmw noe-land assessed at 4 annas a bigha. Subsequently the Moatagir sold his right 
on account of a loan to one Dhona Bam Manjhi; Hie latter only took the rents, and 
not the Mostagix's land But when Dhona Bam Manjhi sold his right to another mahajan, 
Bamdhaii Singh, the latter endeavoured to get possession of that land; and in the end, 
owing to an Honorary Magistrate dismissing a case brought against him by the Moatagir 
of crop-cutting on the ground that it was a cavil dispute, got possession of that very land 
regarding which he had incidentally been previously punished by another Magistrate for 
cattle-trespass or cattle-rescue. As matter of fact, the land was actually sold, aooordmg 
to the sole deed. Bamdhari Singh now collects the aunts in place of the Moatagir. For 
old land the rent is unchanged. For new land, however, the average rent he ohargos works 
out at annas 8 a bigha, whereas the old rates work out on the average at just under 4 anna* 
a bigha. Beyond the loss of the mahajan** land, there have been few transfers to Dikkus, 
exoept by usnfruot nary mortgagee The villagers, however, complain that they have lost 
some of their lands, owing to a boundary dispute with the neighbouring village of Gopalpur 
The most noticeable feature of this village is the rant charged for the new land, as 
compared with the old rents— * 


Namr of Bait at. 

Original 

land. 

Original 

rent. 

Irftnd 

lost. 

New (re¬ 
claimed) 

l«LTlli- 

Bent for 
re-claimed 
land. 


B. c 

n 

Bs A. G 

B. o. 

B c_ D 

Bs. A. 

a 

Dadu Manjhi ... 

63 8 

21 

12 2 3 

All 

•>•• •• 



Ganga ,, ... 

40 1 

5 

8 14 14 

7 0 

9 7 6 

4 12 

0 

r 

23 6 

7i 

4 11 15 

4 0 

3 16 0 

1 13 

5 

* 




10 0 

• • m 



Batu ,, 








- 1 

• • * 



4 10 


a • a* a 


Bajun » , ... 

21 13 15 

4 3 5 

4 0 

2 4 6 

1 2 

0 

Phagu ,, 



• m • a 

5 0 

2 4 11 

1 2 

0 

Gopla „ 

6 36 

5 

1 6 10 


5 7 52 

2 10 

5 

r 



1 

4 0 

8 12 10 

4 0 

0 

Chota Phagu J 








Man j hr j 








l 

• ■ • • 


• m 

1 0 

1 • a 

m 


Bhognl Manjhi .. 

1 19 

7} 

0 7 19 

All 




Poran „ t ... 

0 4 

0 

0 8 0 

All 

a « m 



Dula „ t ... 

0 4 

0 

2 0 0 

All 

• e 

* * a 


Bhagina ,, 

20 8 14J 

3 15 15 

All 


• • 9 

1 


Rbuarks. 


Private sale for 
debts 

Boundary dispute. 
Has mortgaged 
his land for 
'its. 200. 

Uguf r u ciliary 
mortgage, C 
years, Bb. 77. 

U 8 u f r uotuary 
mortgage, 6 
yearn, Ka 42 
(1907). 

U b u f r actuary 
mortgage, 1 2 
years, Ba. 65 
(1907) 

U s u f r actuary 
mortgage, 7 
years, Bb. 15 
(1907) 

U Bn fro cLuaxy 
mortgage, 7 
years, Ha. 40 
(1903) 

Internal dispute 

P i oba Lily bound¬ 
ary dispute. 


when Doder-niyoU ultodiuad bjr the Uatagir after tba BotUcukont, bat Jwp**eaod by tfao *ta4q/a» moatagir 

■nhj-quutljy. 


a 


•i 



















II 


I GO 


"Where the rmynt 1 * have not lost all their land, they still pay the original rent for the 
land still in their possession, together with the rent assessed on new land. 

All these figures have been ascertained from the original measurement papers of 
I3abu 13 hu buu Mohan Rah a, and the jamabandxn of the Dikku mostagir. 

There nre some Kudos m the village who cultivate a little lind. The land of two 
Sonthals has been unaccounted for. 


2nd class paddy land 
3rd ditto 

4 th ditto 

2nd class upland 
Homestead laud 


B. o. D. 
... 1 13 2 

9 6 17} 

... 116 9 2 

... 78 17 12} 

... 1 1 11 


Total ... 207 8 41 



n 

c. 

s 

2nd Uap* Tidily 

*; 

V 

1 

• i d ililto 

71 

r> 

H 

4 111 ditto 

100 

i 

lJf 

] till ‘i ui'Lind 

0 

4 

0 

2n 1 ditto 

£8 

7 


llumoutodil 

<1 

.1 

11 

Total 

27S 

U 



II —Jagarnathpur Intact (17 Son/Atit houses) —ThiB village was measured and a 

settlement effected between the zammdar, Turns Chandra 
Pande idar-patmdar) and the Mostagir, by liabu Hhuban 
Mohan Paha, at arental-of Its 76-4-9 for 278-11-9} bighas * 
Though the settlement was only for seven years, and was 
made in 1879—82, this rent Btill holds good, and the 
Sonthnls still pay through the Manjhi, though fresh land 

_lias admittedly been reclaimed No statements ©1 debts or 

of mutations of land are given, as the villagers arc generally 
free from debts, and only one temporary mutation has been rooardod. This village is an 
example of tho good effect of a liberal samindar and a sottiement. 

III —IZaraurjilth alias Bahoragachhia Broken (12 Sunthal homes ).—At tho time of 
Halm IVhubau Mohan Balia’s settlement, the rent was Rs 168-14-10, varying very little 
irom what it might have been according to his rates It was not settled but subsequently 
tho Mostagir was sold up for rout by tho zammdar, and two nmhajans got possesfc.ion They 
have admittedly now got most of tho laud of the village in their possession by mahajani, but 
not without tiuublo Most of the Honthals had executed Joeds of sale of ihnr lands; 
but they did not give possession, on the ground that they had boon told the deeds wero 
mor!gages r i bo mahajmt't wou, or rathpr compromised, a test case, and then got possession 
of all tho other lands in dispute The HonthuLs aro now servants of tho mahujmt '*, and some 
cultivate aiihi. Ax first they claimed that they had been arbitrarily evicted 


» ALU ATI THAN A 


IV liangamati Brolrn —The Ivodas were tho original pooplo in tho village; the 
Sonthals can.o uflerwtuds and cleared a separate tola At the time of Pdmbun Mohan 
Paha's settlement, the iSonthal tola was measured, and tho settlement effected with a 
Koda Manjhi nt Ps 19-7-12 for 108 bighas 1 cottah 12} dhurs Tho Southed tola has 
recently been sold, up for rent, the auction-purclmsor bomg a vialuijnu As he wants to in¬ 
crease the Tout, tho Sontlinls have been paying into the Civil Court tho original rent fixed by 
13ubu Iihuban Mohan Italia, though they admit to having reclaimed land. No tiansfer of 
any note has talon place in thi r village, only tiie land of one Sonthnl, ltabou, »s said to have 
boon settled with another raiyat by the zamindar and some land has been abandoned. The 
village it intorcsting aa showing how tho Sontlials move about from place to place — 

Homan 

_i_ 

L i ,1 

Chotu Karan Kalidas Kuar 

Chota Karan is tho Naik as well as Jog-Paramck. Kahdas has gone to the Banud to 
reclaim land. Kuur has gone to Sohapur 

Karu 

_ ! _ 

i i i ( : 

llaia. Joma. Anpur. Blnkor (died lssueless) 

J I 

I -1 I-! I 

Karu (died issue loss) Hegu Piula Ilurma Salkn. 

Ram is tho Jog-Mamjhi, Piula and Salku have gone to Chandipur, Pegu has gone to the 
Bannd This family tree bnnga out a custom tho Sonthals have of naming a sou after the 
latter’s grandfather 

Pabon 


Pagda Bhima. Siram. Dandu Bariar (died issucless) 


. I 

Nima. 


Han. 



I (a) 


ui 

Hftbon is the rniyat who lost hiB land. a On his death, TVhimn went and lived with his 
father-in-law m Murgadanga Biram has gono to livo with his tatlm*-in-law m lvclipiu , 
Ins father-In-law had no eon, and, aceoidmg to cubLoiu, lie lias gone to live with )u3 
father-in-law. "When Dandu died, his wife returned to Molntbani with her children jSuua 
and LLari. ltagda is the Kudam-naiki. 

Gulu. 


Kudu. Daao. Budrai. 

Kadu oama from Sunuljana; Dasa and lludrai are thoro still. 


The unchanged rent-roll of Bnbu Bhuban Mohan Italia's iimo is given below — 


It VIA AT 

Amount of 
land 

Bent 

R V M iHK 3 . 





B. 

c 

i 

n. 

Its 

A 

t.s 


Kadru Man] l 

11 

•{ 

1 19 
9 

2 

0 

12 

17 * 

.1 

1 

«f 

10 

12 

18 


Hmgohu 

n 

Bon of Kadru. 

11 

2 

0 i 

2 

].* 

11 


Laohu 

If 

99 

Barm 

7 

2 

17 

1 

1 

o 

<w 


Soman 

11 

9 f 

Karan 

IG 

(> 

8» 1 

2 

14 

12 


Kadu 

J1 

m m m 

• 

10 

13 

2\ 

2 

. a 

1 


Matru 

)? 

son 

of Raia 

11 

13 


~ 2 

4 1 

u 

4 a 

4 J 


llama 

M 

• • a 

• as 

1 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 


Habau 

» 

ess 

as* 

0 

13 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Lucf Iik land ( 2 nd eli c s Unfa). 

Gupi 

■r 

• a* 


.1 

14 

9 

0 

8 

13 

lAbmdonod hit» land. (2nd cla 1 - 

j 1 \ ’") 

All nuhmoil 

Barjo 

>9 

»• a 

••• 

10 

4 

l 

1 

13 

n 

Jumai 

•9 

• •• 

a a ■ 

J 

12 

15 

0 

13 

10 

(h.l'ivitod liy Doman’a non 

llaju 

i* 


Mt 

2 

10 

2 

0 

6 

15 

Unknown it lie still culti\atcB 


The loll )wing list gives the dohla of the "^onthnls duo to nntho/av'i before the cutting 
of the crop These uio ordinal y debts, whioli should oidinanly 1><» eleaiod off, or marly 
every year — 


s.imt lau* 


liugda 

Man] hi 

\ 

... | 

, lbs 7 

7, 4 

l .. 20 

liingrliu 

*> 

m 

1 4 bis" gram 

r 4 

Kuar # 



i »» 

1 *2 „ 

\ Rs 10 

Kadru 

• 7 


f 3 bis 

Kadu 

•1 

a » 

4 „ (1907) 

1 4 „ 

Matru 

•l 

. 

4 ,» 


IluKi 1 in oil, t 

Annas 4 pvr rupoo (sicoi) 

Dillo (dilUicnt maltatau *J 

I >ifto 

Dorhia (">0 per cent ) 

Do 

Do (different nut/iajan<) 

Siroi 
1 lerlim 
Do. 

Do (different mahajans) 

Do. 


* Ooo Lu =■ 20 arts 1 an « 10 i*eor« (approxiim.li ty) 


One of the Kodas is more indobtod than any of iho Sonlhals 

V.—21 tti gadangn Intact (17 houses ).—This village was measured by Babu Bhuban 
Mohan Raliu, aud a BeLtloment effected between the Moatagir and the zamindar Kudrat-ullah 
Khan for 198 highas 1 cottah 18 dhuxs at lh 40-3-16 An area oi 20 bighas 1 oottah has 
been reclaimed and assessed at a rental of Its 16 A further area ot 10 bighas 9 cottuha 
Hi dhurs lias been, measured and assessed at Its 5-6-1 Tho rent is btill paid through the 

per Mostagir Thus about 30 bighas have been assessed 
at about Its. 21, which from the details of the 
original land of tlm village* (margin) Bhows that 
either the new rates are much higher than the old 
rates, or else a wrong classification of land has been 
made Only one permanent transfer of 6 bighas 
fiflu been mado by a Southed, Bifthun Manjlu, to a mahajan. This was m 1902 

■a 2 


3rd doe* nco laud 
4 th u >i 

Upland „ , , 

lionaobtuad 


bi^ha. 

B. c. a. Rn a 

0 10 17 afc o 6 
121 4 12,, 0 4 

71 14 1J „ 0 2 

1 10 ltt 





if 


1(A) 


The statement of debts is u follows *- 


Dkbtob. 


Arjun Manjhi ^ 

h. 


Karan ,, 

Bifibun lf 

L 

r 



Lakhan „ 


Naran „ 



Chnna „ 
Ram ,, 
Dibu „ 



Mankar „ 


r 

I 

Chota Arjun «( 

Manjhi. | i 

II 


Debt. 

Interest. 

Security. 

Rs 120 (1906) 



6 high as simple 




mortgage to 

Banku Das. 

p , 20 (1907) 

6 annas per 

. 1 

„ 7 (1908) 


rupee. 

1 

4 

annas per 

. > 

3 bis 8 aria .. 

rupee. 

Derma 

1 

■ III m) 

(1908). 




Rb 30 (1908) 

4 

L annas per 
rupee. 

a«aa*e 


„ 40 (1902) 


3 bighas ufiufruc- 




luary mortgage 
to Banku Baa. 

lk bis (1902) 

Berhia 

• • ■ • 

17 aris (1908) 


Do. §•« 

j 

Rs. 5 (1908) 

4 annas per 

) 

„ 8 and 2 bis 


rupee. 



2 bighas usufrue- 

gram. 


4 

tuory mortgage 
to Banku Bos. 

ii ^ 

4 annas per 

... •• \ 



rupee. 

♦ 

1 bis (1907)... 

] 

I 

1 „ (1908) ... 
5 „ (1908) ... 

1 

Berhia . . 

J 

3 „ (1907) .. 



U sufruotuary 
mortgage till 3 
biB is paid. 

. ) 

1 „ (1907)... 
1 „ <1908) . 


| Berhia ... 

Rs 2-10 (1907) 


4 annas per 

j 

3 (1908)... 


rupee. 

/ 

2 bis (1908) 

Derhia 


2 „ 


Bo. 

j 

Rb. 11 „ 

Siooi 

• ■ n f 

15 ans „ 

Berhia 


2 bis „ 


Do. 


14 t» •» 


Bo. 

•••..a 

2^ », (remain- 


Bo. 

■••••* | 

1 

ing due in 



1908) 



> 

Rs. 3 (1907). 

6 annas a 

••• •• 9 



rupee. 

1 

„ 2 (1908)... 

| Sicci 

•a ••• J 


Rbs&bkb. 


Amount to be paid by 
yearly instalments 
of Rb. 18. Two 
instalments repaid. 

Banka Dae, maka/an 9 
all repaid, except 
7 arm 


Banku Dab, mahajan. 

For principal and 
interest, 16 years. 


Banku Das, maha- 
jan. 

For principal and 
interest, 2l> years. 


Banku Das. 

Cultivated “adhi** by 
Bonthal. 


Banku Baa, mahm- 

jan 


Banku Das, maha- 

jan. 

Banku Baa. mahajan, 
re-paid ill. expect 
interest of ans. 
Repaid interest. 


Banku Baa. 


In thiB village Banku Das, mahajan, follows the Sontbal Parganaa system of interest; 
if he gives money in Magh, Pha gun , Chatt and Jtfgaakh, the rate is 6 annas a rupee for 
the first year, when he gives it in ^iorA, Savan, Bhadro or Awn, the rate is the ordinary 
rate of 4 annas a rupee, in the other throe months the Bonlhala do not borrow. 

VI — Village Saldoha - Broken —This village was measured by Baba Bhuban Mohan 
Rah a, hut the settlement of the village with the Mostagir was not accepted by the eamindar. 
The rental of the village at-that time was Rs. 237-9, and the area 453 bighas 5 oottahs GJ 
dhurs ,* at the Deputy’s rates it should have been Rs. 111-9-2. A fresh settlement appears to 
have been made by the zamindar himself with each raijat, just after a measurement in 
1292B., or 1865 But it is impossible to reconoile his rents and areas with those of Babu 
Bhuban Mohan Raha. Suffioe it that in 1892 the average rent per bigha appears to have 
been 10 annas per bigha for Sonthnls, a rate whioh has been maintained till the present 
day more or less. 

b. c n. B.a a 

* lit «lan rioa Und _ „ 0 8 16 111 olw upland .. . 6 9 4 

2nd ditto _ 2 8 18 2nd ditto .. H Iff 1&4 

Ird into _ _ 47 17 6 Huartai mm ^ 9 7 10 

4th ditto _ w 290 Id l<f 

















▼ 


<*> 

As regards mutation ol land, of 376 bighas which the Sonthals (mentioned below) 
possessed in 1292, 21 have been sold for debts, 26 have been sold up in exedbtion of Civil 
Court decrees for debts, 42 have been sold up in execution of Civil Court decrees for rent, 
and 42 have been mortgaged. 

In this village the mortgages appear to be likely to be permanent, and it may be 
naid that in about 25 years over oue-third of the original cultivation has gone into the 
hands of Dikkus. 

The same Sonthals, according to their own account, have reclaimed some thirty odd 
bighas during the same period 

A statement showing changes in rent and area, and the amount of land lost, is given 
below 

It will be noticed that a fictitious high rent is first fixed and then another fictitious 
reduction is made The remainder is collected. 

The results of the measurement last year have not been incorporated. 


Himr 

Original 

land. 

Original 

rent. 

Present 
amount of 
land. 

Pveaent 

rent 

Land 

lost 

BsKilKI. 

Budinath Manjhi 

Mankar „ 

B c i» 
(1293) 

47 6 0 

48 10 0 J 

i 

Bi a a 
(1292) 

31 4 0 

87 3 11 
-63 S 11 

B c 

f 81 10 ) 
l -25 Oj 

64 10 
-8 0 
l tempor a r- 

iiy) . 

fis a. a 

61 4 0 

117 3 11) 
— 73 3 111 

■ 

1 

. 

By CtviT Court Bales 
for debts, cultivat¬ 
ed by aamindar 
Usufructuary mort¬ 
gage for interest 



34 0 0 

44 O 0 


only 


30 18 0[ 

73 0 6 
■*- 66 11 6 

i 

1 



Sale for debts 

Phudhan „ -4 


17 6 0 

1 

Y . 


All 

Sold np for rent by 

1 

1 

(1306) 

32 16 Cl J 

(1306) 

74 10 10 
-54 6 10 

J 



zuniadtf. 



20 5 O 





Bliado Manjhi 
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' ft —It n pnesibl^ Sm^liran iml Pirti’s mort^i^ca buva resolved* themselves to out-end -out transfers by ««1» or 

( n il ( uurL i L<_i ri.L 


liAMrUTl HAT TUAJTA. 


VII — Vtlfitfr Diqafpahaii JHi oLcn — A paftn exists, dated 1873, for Re 76 for the 
village of 112 bighas Balm Bhuban Molinu Raha subsequently mersured tho village, 
found its arra was *iG6 bighas 3 cottahs 12\ dhtlts, and a settlement was effected 
at Ks 131-13-10 bolwoeu the zammilar Khotra Nalh Chuudhury and the Mostagir oi the 
village Th<* increase in rent was, however, too much for tho Mostagir, who was sub¬ 
sequently sold u£i for rent On that the zammdar took fJms possession, and began to 
give pnt/'is at increased rents for seven years to settled raiyats. On tlieir expiry, fresh 
j>n(ta<i were granted, tho laBt being granted in 1900 

Tho figmos tiscei tuned lor the reoeipts of the rniyats examined show that they 
cultivated about 204 bighas on a rental of Rs 88, just after Bahu Bhuban Mohan Ralia’s 
sol (.lenient, and that the same raiyats now cultivate 225 odd bighas on a rental of Rs 102-8 
Il thus appears that whereas the average rent for the raiyat, m Oabu Bhuban Mohan 
Ralia’h turn was ."»» annas a bigha, it is now 7J annas pur biglia 

Be-ul^s tinco raivats have left tho village, because they could not pay the 
incicased rent (there wus no s Me), Hhairo Man] hi’s brother sold G bighas of Ins land 
five years ago to a mafia/an , Bhagru Manjln sold 3 bighas two years ago, Malla Manjhi 
sold r» bighas 0 cottalis, and tho Mostngir has lost his land 67 bighas 16 cottahs 
I5_^ dhurs One Rnpi Kumar also lost his Jott 9 bocauso ho could not pay tho rent 
doinamlcd for it The statement for debts does not indicate that they owed more than 
the usual amount of debts due to the mahaj*tn\ before the harvest 

VJIT .— Viflrnp IhlUultapuj . 7 h ohtu —This village was not settlod or measured by 
Balm Bhuban Mohan liaha 

Up to 10 or 12 years ago, they paid rent through a Mostngir of tho villngo Tho 

villagers brought a case against the -zarniudara (Mulhati 
\ iiinfforn \eisiou Babus, who aic, if not all, some of them, alBO mahajans). 

Tlirre was an inquiry, Tho case was compromised. The zammdar then told the Sonthals 
that, as lli< y had brought a oase, they would not stay in tho villago All the Sonthals 
were then dispossessed, but uov cultivate adhi 

Several peoplo died in this villngo, and because of a 
* r ' “ 11 8 superstition that there was a ghoul in tho village, other 

Sonthals sold all their land* 

Tlu zammdars, who are niahajnn% have dispossessed the Sonthals on account of debts 

the Sonthals had incurred This is tho main reason, 
! : though possibly the viahajans were speoially oppressive 

on account of tho case I doubt the ghoul theory, though not an uncommon reason 
for flight This (an only refer to a few. Thoro are now 11 houses of Sonthals in this 
village, dml\ labourers, and atfftt cultivators 

The cireumstanoos of this village can best be illustrated by a statement of the sale 
deeds 'taken from the sale deeds exeauted m favour of the mahajam) 
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The village was originally hold at a rental of Ra 40 by a Sonthal and a Dhongar, who 
executed a kabuliyat for it in 1875 Smoe then, about 1894, the Soi.thal Mostngir also eoldhis 
right, and a Dhangar, possibly the representative of the original Dhangor Moatagir, has heon 
sold up. 

IX*—Village Arendra. Intact *—Details me givon below regarding dispossession and the 
debts of oil the villagers of this village. Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha Bottled the villago with 
a Mostngir at a rental of Rs 177-11 15 for 421 bighas 14 cottahs 5 dhurs, tho 
amount of the ront now paid through the Mostagir 's Rs 209 tor 545 bighas 10 cottahs. 
Some of them pay rent direct to the zemindar — 
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X —Dhm mpm Broken —This is a tj'pioal instance of what happens to a Sonthal 
hamlet or village when it comes within easy reach of civilization, and there aro no fiesh 
jungles olose at hand to clear The village belongs to tho Mulhati Babas, amongst whom 
only a settlement can died use who aro zanunilars and who are raiyats One of tlio z.umnd.irs 
bus given his son and others some of tho lend m tho village , the son, a mukhlar, now poses 
as a rui} at, and says the Southals have becomo his under-raiyats Apparently up to 1889 
the Southals paid their rent for their hhnntkatti lands, through a Mostagir, tropinath Manjhi, 
but m that year his right, together with his land, passed by Civil Court decree on account 
ot debts to the zamintlar-MiaA^fl/ts Gradually all the land of tho Sonthals hae passed into 
tho hands <5f the zamindur- mi)uijan$ on account of their indebtedness, and the Sonthals have 
either taken fresh leases, renowed every ^evin years, Dt the worst land, or ulto work n. tho 
neighbourhood, or hu\o left other villagers to woik as daily lubourerR 

Tibru, tlje present Manjhi, lias lost all his land to the zamiudarB on account of his debts 
Sale deeds for 1 bigha Id cottahs for Its 5 in 1889, d bighas for Rs 15 in 1895, and JS 
bighas for Rs 139 in tho same y ear, |have| boon produood At present he holds a huso for kovou 
years of 42 bighas 8 cottahs of land, mostly upland, on a rental of Rs 12, and is doomed an 
under-raiyat He, as well asltho other holders of temporary leases, have boon cultivating 
for moro ttian seven years He has no dobts His only unole has gone to anothui village 
Ssgram, tho roraiuok, has similarly lost all his laud, hut has leoeived three bighas on 
a rental of Iis. 3, for whioh he gets no reoeipts He only owes 15 aris 

Kando Manjhi pajs Rs. 8 for 14 bighas 10 oottahs of pooi lund on u tonipoiary 
arrangement Ho owes 9 bis 

' 8agram, the only other member of Kando and Sagram’s family, has gouo to Silulpur 
njor Belpur. 










Bhoto Manjhi has aimilaily lost all his land, and now only cultivates a little reclaimed 
land, for which no rent is paid except goats at the Kali 1'iya. He owes Its. 20. His father 
and uncle are in Sitalpur, in Bolpur, working as labourers krtahan t 

Raghn Man]hi came into the village as a son-in-law. He cultivates 22 bighas of poor 
land on the septennial arrangement referred to above for Rb 7. He ones about 2 bis 

Buna Manjhi, the Jog-Baramok, lost all his land because he abandoned the village on 
account of illness, and now cultivates nothing He works kriebant His two brothers 
are in other villages working as laboureis. His three first oonsius are working as servants 
in other plaoes. 

Biahun has lost all his lands on account of debts. He works krishant 
Dasrat, the Jog-Manjhi, lost all his lands, beoause he abandoned the village on account 
of illness He works k r tsham. One of his brothers is now a carpenter at Bolpur, and 

two others are working knshani in another village 

Out of the representatives of the remaining three other houses, who did not appear, 
two have lost all tbeir lands 

There is some trouble between the purchasers of the village lands , some of whom are 
zamindars, and some are not The Sonthala of this village wero particularly sullen, and 
tried to make out that matters were very muoh worse than they were, though the foots 
are quite bad enough, and it would seem almost, impossible that they could be worse 

XI. Village Tehlbandi . Broken former prvprutor, JMadhu Sudan Cbaudhti - 
The village was measured by Bobu Bhuban Mohan Rah a, and found to contain ^89 
bighas 15 cotohs 14f dhura. The total of the rents paid by the raiyats was Rs 80 At the 
Deputy Collector's rates, the rental should have been Ks 71-9-17 But from a settlement paper 
of the time it appears that five reks of the village were cultivated (1881) by seven Sonthala 
at Rs 5-4 a rek , the remainder was cultivated by Dhangars and a Bengali. The rent 
paid by the Sonthala was therefore about Rs 21 for posaibly about 99 bighas The settle¬ 
ment was not accepted by the propriotoi, who or whose representative in interest later 
raised the rents to Re 1 a bigha Present rent reoeipts show that only three Sonthala now 
cultivate altogether 6G bighas 14 oottahs and 15 dhnrs (originally 2£ reks) on a total rent 
of Rs. 55-5 As might be expected all the other Sonthala have been sold up for rent, and 
cultivate no land now. There are, besides the three oultivators, twelve other Sonthal houses 
in the village, whose members work krishant or as labourers Approximately 50 per cent, 
of the cultivation held in 1880 has thus gone into the hands of Dikkus 

XII — Village Bajpara Broken —This is a small village, whioh was measured in 
1879—82 by Babu Bhuban Mohan Raha, and a settlement effeoted at a rental of Rs 18-0-2 
for 84 bighas 8 oottahs 17 dhurs 

Rent reoeipts show that this rent was paid up to about 1897. Subsequently the village 

was sold up for arrears of rent, and a mukhtear or tout 
Report by MouIti Sniyed Muhammad bought it He proceeded to raise the rents, and till' Sonthala 
“ iru 111 now pay about Rs 93 The Mostogir, who had about a 

quarter of the acreage of the village, has lost this owing to the rent sale, and one Champa, 
who could not pay the moreased rent, has abandoned his land. This land, exoept Champa’s 
9 bighas, has been given out again to the Sonthala Below are the areas and rents of Babu 
Bhuban Mohan Raha’s time, and those of the present time 
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XIII— Jetia Broken —This village is peouli&r, not beoause of any particular apparent 
transfer of Bonthal’s land, but because of the light it throws on the subjeot of high rents for 
increase of cultivation The village belongs to the Mohant of Mollarpur In 1879 a patta 
for Rb 410 ior 2,078 bighas 14 oottahs waft given by him or hn predecessor to the Mostagir. 
Subsequently the village was resumed, and it came under the settlement of Munshi Nundji 
m 1894 The settlement papere Bhow that there were at that time 25 Sonthal raiyats m 
the village cultivating an area of 645 bighas, at a total rental of Rs 493 , and there were 
23 Dikkus in the village, both Muhammadans and Hindus. The present jamabandt shows that 
there are now 32 Sonthal raiyats cultivating an area of 640 bighas at a total rental of Rs. 522. 


There has been a oertain amount of transfer* owing to rent Bales wluah finds an 
equivalent! not in the loss of the lands from the Bonthals os a wholes but in their increased 
indebtedness. The following are instances— 

Gobind Manjhi, who held 87 bighus, 4 oottahs 6 dhurs on a rental of Bfi 70, was sold 
U P f° r arrears of rent, but his son, together with one Lokhan Man]hi, took a fresh settlement 
of the majority of the land at Rs. 33-0-6 each for 42 bighas 0 oottahs 17f dhurs eaoh The 
remaining portion of the best land is cultivated by a Dikku There is a kiatbandt on this 
land of lis 700, payable in annual instalments, said to be due on aocount of rent due bv 
Gobind, when Mostagir of the village, but more probably on aocount of tho fresh bnnaobast 
taken by hiB son. Gobind’s other debts are 7 bis of gram and Rs. 20 taken at 6 annas in 
the rupee interest towards the payment of the rent. 

I£heL& complains that ho reclaimed some Land, but oould not finish the reclamation 
entirely, so the zamindar gave it to some one else Ho owes 5 bis of grain and Rs. 20 
which he took in 1^06, and which at 6 annas interest has now beoome Rs. 30-13 niter deduc¬ 
ting a payment of Rs. 7. Of the 5 bis of grain, ho had the ill-luck to lose 2 bie by fire, but a 
compassionate mahajan then reduoed the rate of interest from 50 per cent, to 25 per cent. 

ShugTu Man]hiaxn has mortgaged 6 bighaa out of her 28 bighos (rental Rs. 11-2j 
to a malujjan 

Ghanu complains that he reclaimed some land, which the zamindors settled with some 
one else. He owes about 6 bis to one mahajan , and to another he says he owes about 
2 bis, tho mahajan however says it is 10 or 12 his, and if ho does not pay, he will turn the 
grain into a money debt and bring a case Besides this, Chunu owes about Its 23 on a 
debt of Rs. 20, aud of whioh he has paid Its 8 , the buffalo given as security for the debt 
died He has also got a kistbandi for arrears of ront, details unknown 

Khudu Manjhi onco possessed 42 bighaa 17 cottahB 10 dhurs at a rental of Rs. 39-10-10 ' 
but throe years ago he was sold up for arrears of rent, because the mahajan did not leavo him 
enough money wherewith to pay the rent This land is now cultivated by Lakhan Maujki 
of Gin jole He now works k rtsham, and has only a debt of 2 bis 

Sugdn has 48 bighaa 7 oottahs on a rental of Rb 28-12 His debts are about 0 bis and 
Rs 25 odd 

Parhu mortgaged some 12 bighos of his land to a mahajan , which he subsequent’^ 
transferred to that mahajan , and has now 30 biglias left. 

Surjya, who took a bandobaat of some of the lands sold up and who now cultivates 
11 bighas 10 oottahs ou a rental of Rs. 9, executed a ktsfbandi of R*. 4 a year for rent due by 
the previous tenant 

Thus within fifteen years at Least one-fifth of tho land held by the Sonthals has been 
sold up for rent. AT« stbanifoa for arrears of rout are common, and it is believed 
above docs not exhaust tho list 

Recently reclaimed lands cultivated in the villages wero measured in 1311, 
rents for three successive years are being rolleoteil 

The result is that ofc 59 bighas 10 oottahs of prepared nee land, 2 j bigha^ 
upland and 18 bighas IS cottahs pa>ti have been rented at Rs ^0-0 


This is based ou the following rates — 
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bigha, at <ho utmost it was only 2nd class land, and probably a portion of it 3rd class 
land; and should have been assessed only at 9 annas or 12 annas a bigha The result is 
that the raiyatB are at onoe being compelled to pay for tliroo years r^nts at an annual 
rental comparatively much higher thau their present rents It is true that for some reason 
the rents recorded m the settlement papers appenr to be at higher rates than the rents 
Bottled for the pargana, yet this makes no difference to the fact that tho present classifica¬ 
tion of the new lands is too high It should be noted that an attempt is being made to 
evade the law by collecting three years’ rents at onco The raiyats are, ot course, upset. 
The landlord would call them trespassers, but in a country when the ptooess of 
reclamation is allowed and recognised, the use of the words “ trespassers or encroaohment ” 
ib an absurdity 

XIV .— Hamtrpur Broken —This village oame undor tho settlement of Munshi Nundji 
in 1894 It is held by one Ram Kisto Ghosh, under the Mohant of Mollarpur, on a rental 
of Rs 75. At that time there were 13 SonthaL raiyats holding 259 bighas 18 oottahs and 
‘4 cliittaks on a total rental of Rb 97-12, and one Dikku holding 23 bighaa 7 cottalis 
8 ohittaks on a rental of Ra 2. Now there are 11 Sonthal raiyats holding 173 bighos 

b 


that the 
and now 
1 oottaL 



I <») 


19 ooltahs 12 chitfcakB on a total rental of Be. 7 4-8-10, and 6 Dikkns holding 69 bigha 
5 cottaha on a total TentL.1 of Be. 47-9, the rest having gone to the proprietor. Thu. 
one-third of the cultivation has gone out of the hands of the bonthals m fifteen jean. 

Lakhan only had homestead land, which is now parti Artun Manjhi's land is now 
Ahat , he left when his father died. Muohai Manjhi’s land was abandoned , said to be 
uncultivated now. 

Nabin Manjhi died childless , land B&id to be jjrrr/i 

Tara and Ana gave up their onitivabon, because the rent was too high for the class of soil 

Chat tan was sold up for arrears of rent. The above are the landlords’ reasons for the 
loss of land, tho tenants were not examined 

X. V.—Rampur Broken —This village belongs to the Mahant of Mollorpnr, but is held 

by an intermediate ten are-holder It was settled by 
NMirufKiwT Mau,v ‘ Sil3cd M » hn,nmed Munehi Nundji m 1892. During these settlement opera- 
1 u r J ‘ " tions, there was a large traot of Dhangar lands appertaining 

to this village, hold by the Bonthals, and in this they uBed to grow marua n 
Aodo , etc The Bonthals got that tract of Dhangar lands measured and included 
within their hold mgs They lmvo been dispossessed of those Dhaugar lands by the present 
Dixku intermediate tenure-holdora The latter have also indirootly admitted this dispos¬ 
session, although they contest and dispute the inclusion of those Lands within tho Sonthal 
holdings during the survoy and settlement operations (-which they regard os binding only 
•upon the Mohant and the then intermediate tenure-holder 1 ). The present intermediate 
tenure-holders have not followed the settlement record-of-nghts at all. Paddy lands have 
been measured by them subsequent to the settlement operations, and they grant rent 
receipts aceordiug to this measurement The major portion of these uplands are lying 
parti, an d an treated as Khan lands of the intermediate tenure-holder, who has settlod some 
portion of them wiih Diklm** 

The follow ing list shows how much land the Bonthals have lost, and how rents are rising. 
It oomporea the landlord’s present jnmnbandi with the rccord-of-ngbts of 1892 — 
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SADDER SUBDIVISION. 

SURI THAN A. 
Mamamed Bazab Outpost 


XVI. — ETntam-Kandar Quan-tmlaci —This village has not come under any settlement 
Originally there was a Mostagir of the Pillage, who was alone responsible for the rents 
The original rent of the pillage was Rs. 32, men it became Bh. 45, and finally in 1896, 
according to the patta which was given then, it was raised to Rs. 85, whion it now is. 
But the Mostagir in 1907 sold half of his right to a mahtyaH , Pertab MandaL The mahajan 
has not yet had time to raise the rents 

The following table showB the approximate amount lost by the Sonthals, 
and how. The actual amount of land held was not asoortamable, but in each case the best 
land has been taken by the mahajan. 

According to the Sonthals, tbo mahajans now cultivate 12 annas of the rice land of the 
village. Man land for eaoh official is still said to oaist in the pillage — 
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X Vll.—Maiharpur 


B.AJNAGAB OUTPOST 
Broken (18 house of Sonthala and 5 


Maulvi Sftiyod Muhammad Nuarud 
lin h reports 


houses of Domes), —The 
Sonthal Mostagiri ceased to exist 10 or 12 years ago. The 
Mostagir is said to have been arbitrarily dispossessed for 
arrears of rent. Sixteen. Son thala hold lands, and four 
Southals have entirely lost their Lands to mahajans by private sale in aatiBfaotion of their 
lobl* 

The old village jama, as paid by the Southals through the Sonthal Mostagir, was 
Its 102 v now the rent realized from the 16 Sonthal houses comes to Kb 127-7. 

From the aocount book of the former Sonthal Mostagir, it appears that the rate of rent 
formerly for £ rek or 7 bighas was Kb. 3-8. But now tho rent has been enhanoed to 
Kb. 5-4 for 7 bighas .— 
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XVlIlt—KuralmaUa. Broken. —The Sonthal headman system oeased in the village 
about 9 or 10 years ago. The zammdnr took away the Mostagiri right from the Sonthal 
headman, os he was in arrears of rent. The latter was dispossessed of his yian lands, 
bnt along with the other Sonthal raiyats remained in possession of his raiyati lands. 

Calculating a rek of land as equal to 16 bighas, the Sonthala have lost two-thirds 
of the cultivation of the village. 

XIX. — Korrakund • Intact {30 houses of Sonthals). —Only 15 houses hold land* 
The village is intact Ganesh Man|hi is the Mostagir The old village jama was Kb 23 
Tho present jama is Ks 35 for 154 bighas 12 cottahe 12 dhara. 

There aro 10 non-resident cultivating Dikkhua holding lands in the village They are all 
holding Sonthali lands, whioh have gone to them by private sale in satisfaction of debts 

Nine Sonthals, who hold 81 bighas 3 oottuhs 12 dhurs, have lost permanently by private % 
sole 25 bighas 5 cottahe 4 dhurs, and by UBufruotuary mortgage about 15 bigahs to , 
mohojana. 
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XX — JVyuri: Broken.— There are 21 or 22 houses of Sonthals in this village, but 
only eight or nine houses of Sonthals now hold lands Originally the Sonthal headman 
system existed in the village. Seven or eight years ago the village was privately measured 
by the patnidar. Tt was then that the Sonthal Mostagin ceased The old village jama (as 
alleged oy the Sonthals) was Rs. 12 v and it was enhanoed to Rs 50 by tho purchaser, Indra 
Nar&in Mandal The present village jama is Rs. 100 

Seven Sonthals, who now hold 80 bighas of land, have lost in all about 71 bigahs 10 
oottahs to mahajans for debts ; the loss of about 35 bighas has been occasioned by ex-par id 
decrees, and the rest about 41 bighas 10 oottahs have been lost by private sale for debts 
The patmdar has only to pay Rs. 16-8 to the samindar as the village jama. 

Four Sonthals have debts amounting to 224 mcp» paddy, and Rs 343-9 (Rs 178-14 
being Government agricultural loans which is secured by the mortgage of 16 bighas)— 
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APPENDIX I (6). 

Bank UR a District. 

BANKURA THANA 
Chtiaina Outpost 


I — Village Hcutfanqora Bt oken — 

Rs. 

Previous ront ... 61 


Present rent 


Be 

85 Total area reduced. 


An old village now broken Tlie Sonthals have been living in thiB village for four 
_ » , M i . generations At first they lost some lands for debts. 

at last some of them transferred the whole village 
to a Dikku in liquidation of debts incurred m a civil suit with the tenuro- 
holdors But. as the tiauoiororB had no right to transfer others’ lands, the transferee got 
laiuliijutn from the remaining raiyats, and became the immediate landlord. He has retained 
t ho beBt lands, and resei tod the rest with the original owners Though the whole village has 
been sold up, only cultivated lands lost or held ore shown in the statement The lands of 
those Sontlmls who did not join in the joint deed of sale, hut simply aocepted the transferee 
as tho landlord by executing kubuhyats and have been allowed to retain all their lands, have 
been supx'oscd as not transferred — 
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I1 —Kalharia Broken — 

Rs Rb 

Previous Tent . 120 Present rent ... 150 Total area reduced 

and 50 maps of paddy. 

An old and largo village, but broken The present headman is the fifth in desoont from 
the original clearer of tho soil Tho villagers at first sold Borne of their lands to different 
persons lor debts, but at last the majority of them transferred the whole village to a Dikku 
m liquidation of debtB incurred m a civil suit with the tenure holdera But os the majority 
had no right to transfer others’ lands, thol transferee got kabuhyat « from tho remaining 
raiyats and became the immediate Landlord. He has resettled all the lands with the original 
owners at high rates of aajhu (produce-ront) and money. 
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Is 

10 

10 blfihu 

4 bighaa 







11 bighaa 

12 big ban 

Sold let money lendai lar dilila ! 





Intercut 26 per ceul 



7 

, iu ai rtum lui [IlIiLb 

5 maps 

oT 







padilv 







13 . 

Bold (< r debit. liul re spilled by lh« 




*M 





transferee nt a rental nf It. 1 1 mid i) 
III BUnils ol |i Ida » I’liVloUs reul foi i 

whole aria was Ks 0 l 








2 

Surrender nf join fur ui roars of rent 









aJU 1 n. seltlcuieni 






l 

5 big bo 

8 . 

gold for ilebls, hut re settled hv flu 








trutislerev 








3 

Sold to prrs< nt landlord for airenrs 




• 





nt mil ilU«i ii- settlement 







( 

10* , 

Solti tnr debts nut re soil led by the 






T ■ 

3 | 

■ ■ 

n uiish r< t 

Aibitiuv t ml mu hy Ihe prrsnnl 
landlord [or urn us of mu, tiller 
U SLlllvIllLUl 






f n 









* it 

11 

6 biglial 

s . 

rnmm 


Hn 60 




, Ditto ditto 

f »« 

117 

6 k big tins 



Ro 40 




Ditto ditto 

JMf 


134 ml uihs 

*.old to lTinnev It inter for debts 






Ibk catnhi 

1 1 IiirIiiu 

Sold foi debts hut ru-xutlUd bv Hie 







<H « ottiiht 

transit mo nt Us JO l i> aud 5) 

maunds of paddy 




1 

1 


l| 

111 bi(,han | 

Ilk klfthu 

Sold for debts hill rentlhd by the 
leHiediiti at a rent ol Its 8 8 o 
find 1 m uinili of piutrtT 

Origmril unt vim Its 1 < (1 U bigbss 

1 


1U 1.0 

lk Uighas 

Leuiructuarv ntoiL 

i gago 




uiuli i usufruct ivvi y m.u liri»a« 






Nl 

11 

0 .. 

Sold lor dibit. but ii-«lIiI< d bv the 








transfer, < fit ■ rent Of Ks *> 12 + 
j ( maunds of paddy 

1 


1 

1 







Oitgina 1 ri til was Ha 3-S for whole 



1 






aruii 






Cl\ 

i 


4 „ 

Bold in .lul I ion for debts 

1 


Ra 00 

2| bighu 

Simple mortgage lu 







tori ■ t j inspi of pad 
tly pur cant All 


% 

i 

V.22 








intereat paid 

16 bighu 

4* 

Hold to money lender tor debts 

| 







7 Cottaba 

Oral tran.frr li> money fender lor 

1 

| 







debts 







1 

B big lias 

Sold iur debts 

! 13 maps 

of 



Interesl 26 per cent 




| paddy 







IS 

Bold for debts but rn-anttSd by the 

! fl mapa of pad* 



Inloreitai 5 per cant 



tnuisfareo at a n nt ol Ri 1* + li 

maunds ol paddy Ongiual rent for 
whole area Us 24 

: dj 









4 . 

Sold for dt bit 

Ra J1 





{« 

as 

BO It IK has 

0 

9k . 

1 bighu 

Sold to money lender for debts 

Ditto ditto 






SB 

n» . 








*7 

N , 

■o 







as 

3 - 

- 





1 


so 

IS 

1 bigl» 

1 

St bighaa 

Sold to money lender for debt# 






31 

Iblgbu 






_ 


33 

3* 

{ bighu 

3 bighaa 





aw 




G ANGAJALQH A.T1 THAN A. 


Baltoka Outpost. 


JIl.—Maiaatadih St olmti 

Report* by UmItI Blf rmmuddin. 


—The preeant headman is the grandson of the original dearer 
of the soil The landlords had the lands of the Sonthals 
measured by their own amins, and increased the rent 




XVI 


l(i) 

IV —Lerua pahan Broken .—The present headman ib the eon of the original olearer of 
the soil. Ono bigha in this area is equal to 3,240 square feet; one oottah being equivalent 
to six cubits or nine feet. The area shewn in the statement has been converted into standard 
bighas of 14,400 square feet— 

No. J/J—(Above). 


Serial 

No 

A u-ount of Uod 
now held 

Amount of land 
lost 

Bnuuf 


Bighas 

Bighas. 


1 

3 

8 

Sold to mouey-lender for debtB. 


■ ■ ■ • 

• * 


1 3 


8 

Sold to money-lender for debts. 

4 

3 

8 

Ditto ditto. 

f 5 




f 6 

14 

• ■ • 

•• m 

7 




8 

• m • 

14 

Sold to money-lender for debtB 

1 9 


• • ■ 


I io 

10 

• • 

m • • • * • 

11 

5 

5 

Sold to money-lender for debf9 

12 

10 


■ •• 

13 | 

14 

■ • 

• * 

14 

• ■ • 

6 

Sold to money-lender for debts 

15 


14 

Ditto ditto 

16 1 


14 

Ditto ditto 


No. IV —(Above). 


1 

32 

2 

Sold to money-londer for debts. 

2 

a • 

8 

Sold m auotion for debts. 

r 3 

. 

• •a 


i 4 


a • • 


i & 

a 

U 

5 

The land held is under usuirauotuary mortgage Sold to 
money-lender for debts 

r 

1 7 


30 

Alleged to be a benamt transaction in the name of the tenure- 
holder, in order to defraud the money-lender of his dueh, 
the former misappropriating the land 

V- • 

r s 

• 

mm m 

• ■ ■ 


I o 

< 10 

a a 

• m m 

B ■ 

24 

2 

Sold for debts. 

111 

a • 

mmn 


U2 


a a 

a • 


THAN A ON DA. 

Taldangra Outpost. 

I'cport by MauiTi Saiyid Muhammad V Metiaila . Broken {60 houeoe of Sonthals) —Age ot 

Katimdd u the village may be traced book to three genertitioue 

2 The Sontbal headman sold his right years ago, and all the Sonthal xaiyats under him 
were dispossessed Now only five or six Sonthal houses have got lands, and the others work 
as labourers. 

3 They ore regarded as kurfa parjas , or under-raiy&ts, and have held their lauds since 
a re-settlement about a quarter of a century ago— 


bonu] 

No. 

Land now held 

Land lost 

Debts (unsecured) 

1 

f B. c D. 

I ■ m m • ■ 



2 

72 2 10 

n ||| 

___ 

3 

13 14 0 

•■•••• 

■ a • ■ m 

4 

16 2 0 

• • a 

1 map 14 sulis 

5 

9 14 5 


2 maps 6£ subs 

6 

4 5 0 

» a • a fl 

Ditto 

7 

9 14 0 


1 Ara 2 kftns 

8 

5 0 0 


1 Map 7 subs 2£ pies 

Total 

130 11 15 




IB kuria ■ 1 am 8 mam -a 1 kurL 
N. A«Tbt Boothala hold lands altar *- h,| "g fraah settlement*. 




















XVII 


1(b) 


Report* by 
Nturuddiu 


Maulvi Baiyid Mohammad 


lease by certain Sonthals. 
Toe four heiTB of the 


SIMLAPAL THAN A 

VI —Jatmrdihi Intact —Tins is purely a Sontlial 

village. Having a population ot OU houses of Sonthals. 

2 The vilLago is held under a mukurart Mn.nr1 n.li 
Baraham Sonthal is the MandaL The Maadali right is divisible, 
old Sonthal Mandal have separate rniyats under them, making 
collection of rents from their own miyats. They all ooliectively make payment to the 
z&mmdar through the headman 

3 The oldeBt village jama was Rb 10 But when the Sonthals had cleared the 
village, the jama was enhanced to lls 40 Thu village jama of Its 71 is now in accordance 
with a compromise effected in 1884 in a suit for enhancement of rent 

4. Printed rent reoeipts ore not given by the propnetcr (Raja of Simlap&l)— 


Sena 

No 

* Land now held. 

Lands lost 

| D1- BTfl 

Security 



Unsecured 

| Secured 


1 

25 high ob (sale deod 


| 2 11b 18-12 and 2 

* 


2 

executed respecting 


arnn 



3 

15 Lughns, and 


3 26 aras 




again Boltlomeut 
taken at Rs 21 
rent from the 

purchasor-iyiaAa- 

JUII ) 


• 




12 big has 10 cottohs 

12 bighas 10 aottahs 



5 > 

0 J 

i 

I 

so’d for debts. 




7 \ 

8 1 

25 big has 





id) 
31 \ 

20 „ 

5 bighas sold to 

51 maps 7 kuns 4 



12,' 


mahnjart for debt 

pies 





Alleged arbitrary 
eviction cf 2 V 
bighos by the 

tnahujan 

Rs 10 

i 

i 

! 


13 

10 bighos 

• 




14 

16 bighas (orbit- 






rary eviction by 
mahajan who 






Bottled the 

lands with other 
Sonthals. 




15 

10 or 12 bighas 





16 

9 bighos. 

• ■ ■ 




17 


6 bighas 

18 maps taken on- 



18 







gmally (Not 

known when) 



19 

21 bighas 





20 

• 





21 


5 biphas sold to 






mahajan for debt 




21 

4 bighas 10 oottahs 

4 bighas 




Total | 

133 

L 

o 

l 

on 

Vi 





VII—Dubrajpur Broken .— 

1. The Sonthals cleared the village Now 20 houses of SontlioLs have got lands , the 
others work as labourers or cultivate lands bhaqtt 

2. Tbo Sonthals had originally a mukurart lease of tho village Gangs Manjhi 
Mandal Bold this right to a matwjan in satisfaction of debts 

3. The old village jama was Rs 319 The purohascr-wa/hyan fell into irrears, and 
the niukut at t interest was bought by tho znmmdor himself at a rent sale in 1307 Siql 6 
then the Sonthals have been paying ront separately to tho Earaindnr The rent has been 
enhanced from Us 9-12 t > 12-4-6 + 1 am 4 kuri noddy + i pio ghee per rek by the zaxmndar, 
• e , to about double at a normal rate cf paddy Its 2 per mound. 

c 1 
















XT 111 


1(b) 


K HATH A THAN A. 

VIIT. Oohertla liroken (Ifi houses ).—Originally the Sonthols of thm village paid 
theLr rente through a Manjhi, but some Poddars very many years ago ma naged to get a 
settlement of the village from the Raja of Khatra These Poddars are mahajam r, and they 
have got a large portion of the cultivation of the village iu their own hand now. They 
produced a certain number of deeds executed by the Sonthals in their favour, but there 
are prohablv others. 

The following are the details of the deoda *—- 


RlIYVT 

L And Bold 

Price 

Mabajans. 

Date. 

Remarks. 



US. A. 




Doman ... , 

7 bighas 

32 0 

i Bonn Poddar 

| 

1892 

O 0 sale for debts. 

Burma . . 

2 „ 

10 0 

Ditto 

1893^ 

1 

1893 | 


Kepa 

4 „ 

99 0 

Jiban Poddar 




> 

Private sale. 

J herka 

3 „ 

180 0 

Doman Poddar' 

1897 j 

I 

1907J 



2 „ 

99 0 

Banu Poddar 



and 10 cot tabs 




Re-settled on a rental 


(homestead) 



1 

of 8 mounds rated 
at Rs. 10 and annas 
12 

Mat la 

1 J bighas 

35 4 

Ditto 

1899^ 

1 

1 




(=32 





mauuds) 


1 

1 


Doman (clihota) 

4 

55 5 

Nandu Poddar 

18S9 f 

Private sale. 

Tusu ••• 

4 

49 0 

Ditto 

1900 


Toro 

25 

100 0 

Jiban Poddar 

1900„ 



Since 1892, 53 bighas have gone into the hands of tbeae particular r/iaAo/an-samindars 
on account of the dubtn of (1 a Sonthals The total amount of cultivation is 5 reks, whioh 
in this village in about 100 bighas or so , bo that, within the last twenty-seven years about 
half of the cultivation of tho village hns gone into the hands of the saanndar-i/hiurv/aftt ; 
some of tins lias been givon back on high produce rents Tho best land has gone. The 
Poddars increased the rents many yenm ago Tho following list of rents payable to Jiban 
Poddnr shows that cobs is paid at an extraordinary high rate — 


Ch.and Rai Manj hi 
Phola „ 

Amar „ 

MaBBDg ,, 

Jlopna ,, 

Chola Karo „ 
Homestead land 


• mm 


Cess. 

Bo. a As. 

2 8 6 

3 0 3 

3 0 0 

2 4 6 

2 8 6 

3 8 0 

0 C 12 


The M<u» giTen for oharging mh high ntea » that they here to realae « t_to W 
their own eesa liethbegari —one day’s ploughing has to be given to both the mahajan- 

propneUxrs M a B tatement showing the present amount of land 

indebtedno* of the Sonthals m the village as ascertained from the BonthhU, 









I (b> 


The statement shows that they are in a fair way to losing their lands to the maha/an* 
proprietors .— 


Present 

amount of land 




Doman 


Masang 


Strata 


Bhagrtu 


Hopna 


Rud a 
Moral 


Chips 


Turn 


Doman 

Ruin 

Buga 


Jerhu 


Matla 

Goya 

Dula 


Unsecured 


2 puns of bad 
land remain- 


Secured. Security 


Rs. 21 (1907)i Bond 



10 maunds 
(1906). 


rek (none 
lost) aud some 
najha 
All loBt 


3 maunds 

(3907). 


Unknown ... 8 maunds. 


Rs. 80 (1907) 


Unkuown ... 00 maunds 

Rs 40 (1908) 


Rs. 10 


All lo«t 

AU lo^t, except 
homcstoud 
laud 


11 maunds 


! All lost 


I)o 
1- rek 
*> 


20 maunds I 
lls 10(1908) 


| 10 maunds 
| (1900). 


Bs 30 


... Rs 10 (1906) 


4 puraB loft, also Its. 20 
some biglios. 

4 maunds 
(1907) 

Rs G 


13 maunds 
. (1907) 

5 maunds 
(1907) 



A cow 


Kta/- 

landi 


Bond 


Borrowed iu a case 
2) per cent (Bauu 
I’oddai) 

30 per cont. mer¬ 
est repaid (Jib an 
Poddar). 

Ditto (Itaghu 
Malili). 

I No debts. 


Only cultivates adhu 
Una no debts 
50 per cont. (Salish 
Poddar). 

Rs 10 a yrar for 8 
y ears, interest paid 
(Jiban Poddar) 
Account just made 
up (Jiban Poddar). 
25 per ccut (Jibon 
Poddar) 

Interest paid ongi- 
i nally 25 ppr cent, 
litis no debts 
Ditto 


Rs 20-8 
(1907). I 
Rs. 20 (1908)1 


Bond 


Bond ( Interest re-paul 

(Keswar Podd »r) 

Do i 27 per cent (Kts^ar 
l’odd ir) 

... Accounts jii'-t made 
up (llariu Poddar). 

... 50 per eefit (Nandu 

Pc idar) 

Bond Interest ro-paul. 

... Romo re-paid. 

... 1 ’or Lao. 

... Now a servant of 

>uah ff/rtw-proprietor 
11 is no debts. 

. . Has no debts 

Bond Talu Poddar. 

... 25 per cent. Interest 

of 1907 only re-pmd 
(Banu Poddar). 

Bond 10 maun da re-pa.!. 

Do I Interest re-paid. 

... 25 per cent. (Banu 

Poddar) 

... Account made up in, 

1907 , 50 per cent 
(Banu Poddar ) 

... 25 por cent. (Pibhu 

Poddar). 

... No debiB now since 

snlo of land. 

... Unknown. 


































xx 1(b) 

IX —Unraurjurni Broken —This Tillage wan sold up for debts incurred by the Man]hi 
to some mnhojana just after the great famine of 18b5-bG The latter subsequently obtained 
a dar-muLuiun of the Tillage. The rate of rent was then Rs 3 a rek , the tnahajan 
proceeded to raise thiB to Kb 7 They lend money to the raiyats and then sell np their 
lands, giving them back again on tho original rent plus a aajka rent The result is that 
about half the cultivation of the Tillage has been sold to tbe mahajanv, but one-third has 
been given back on largo produce rents Two statements are given below, showing 
approximately the state of dispossession and of indebtedness of the raiyats A perusal of 
the details will show that Bhudoli is about to lose his land on account of a mortgage, and 
that most of the otheis are in a fair *ay to do so eventually They have to give 
bvthbtgnu both to the wa/z^wa-proprietors and to the overlord, a zammdar of Xhatra 
The Khatm Raj also collect nun pm on the ot cation of any festival, As 12, Re J, 
or Rs 2 a Tillage But the Sonlhals do not object to tins They pity and like the Khatra 
Raja, because ho has lost his lauds The inahajam get vegetables free. Rocoipts are not 
as a ruio granted — 

INDEBTEDNESS 


No Unsecured 


Secured 


So cunt y 



Rs. 5 (1900) 
1 seer of n< e 


6 ntaunds (1007) ' Bond 

10 „ 10 seers Do 

(1907) 


Amount 
re-paid 


. Interest 
. . Ditto 

Ditto 


i 

... Rs. 50 (about 1899) I Ail his land 

and due Its 400 | 

. 25 mnunds (about 2 rcks 

1998) 

. 20 maunds (1“08) Bond 

Rb. 3 (1907) 

... 5 puras of grain All his land 

(about 1900; 


Its. 7 


6 1 bandi ... 


Rb. 6 


Rs 12-8 and 8 Bond 
maunds gram 
(1908) 


30 maunds (1907) Kt&tbandi ... 20 maunds 

12 „ (1906) Bond . 

Its. 25 (190f) . ... ... .« 


g .... | 2 maunds (1907) Bond 

Rb 8 (1907) 

9 . 14 maunds (1907) Bond 

Rs 9 (1907) >. •• 

10 . 10 maunds (1908) Bond 

Rs .9 (1907) 

„ 6 , *•■••• 

11 . 4 maunds (about All land 

1900) 

... 4 maunds (about Bond 

1901) 

12 Rs 5 . 12 maunds (1906) 

Ditto ... Bond 


Interest 


50 per cent 


25 
, 35 


. . 1 mauud . 

- ■ • ■ 

... 8 maunds 
(]Ou8> 

4 • 

... 9 maunds .. 


.. Some ... 

... Do. mm w 


Do ... 50 

Interest ... 50 

25 


Remark's 


For three years 


Simple* mortgage 
(case going on) 


Simple mortgage, 
nataia interest 


10 maunds a jear , 
3 years ktati, 
repaid. 


To be repaid in 
By*ak for lac 


For lac. 

Simple mortgago. 


Simple mortgage. 















1(b) 


XXI 


Nb 

* 

Original 

land 

Land loat. 

i 

Laud 
given 
back. | 

1 : 

Ougiual rent. 

Present rent 

Remarks. 





Rs A 

Its. 

A 


1 

2 reka 

All 

1 rek 

7 0 

7 

0 and 2 purns 

Land lost \iith whole 


l 





pram UO 

village , settlement of 







mauuds) 

area made at Its 7; 








this agiim sold to 
matiaja e-proprietors who 




• 


| 


gave a lush settlement 
ut lurreiisid lent 

o 

1 rek 

£ rek 

• 

3 8 

1 

12 (no receipt) 

Civil l ourt Falo for debts 


i 

1 

1 

hvo yuai> ogo to Kmtik 
JVa/iti 




3 

3 xeke 

1 A reks 

| 

1 7 0 

1 

•w 

4 

0 ditto 

Usufructuary mortgage 


i 

1 

(uo receipt) 

i 

1 


to Kmtik Mahti, jiemi- 
mg payment of prmci- 
pul amount, lls 150 



4 

2 

1 T0k 


7 0 

1 7 

0 dicto 

Unknown how Kartik 


w 11 

l 

(no receipt > 

l . 


Mahti olt uued the 
loud 

1 

3 

i 

1 i 

1 i reks 

1 1 rtks 

5 4 

! 5 

1 ami U bnndis 

Sold for debts three years 


i 


I 

l 

i 

1 

grain 

ago to Knghu Mnhti , 
the Btjht i is paid to 




i 

i 

■ i 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

r 


Ragit Mnbti, and the 
money lent to Kaitik 
Alahli 

r» 

1 i ,, 

1 \ TOks 

1 • 

* ^ y * 1 

r > 4 

5 

4 and 4 bnndis 

Sold for debts on account 



1 




of fnniiue 1890 , fiesh 
h« ttloment made at 





1 

i 



*ajnu rental by Gayu 
»Suuri 

7 

1 rek 

1 rek 

1 rek 

,5 8 

i 

4 

s 

Once ^old up for arrears 
i f noil , but ri-settled 
lugbei lental Tins 





\ 



portion of village 

belougs to Khatra Raj 


i » 

2 band is 


1 12 

1 

12 

Tho land lost is eulti- 

9j 

t 





vafed bhaijit Sold for 
debts 12 > ears ago to 
liaikauto Sahu 




1) 

10 

h , 

2 


1 12 

1 

13 

■Sold for debts six years 






igo. cultivated bhagh by 
South al to Raikunto 










feahu. 

11 

1 „ 

\ rek 


7 0 

j 3 

8 

Sold for debts to Kartik 

i 


1 


Maliti 12 years ago. 

12 

i 



3 8 

i 


There is n dispute regard- 

-*■ ji 




1 


mg this in the Court. 

Total 

* " 

15 reks 

Tj + dbandis 

o reks 

I_ 


i 

i 

I 

1 

• m • ■ • 

One bandi equals 1 pure, 
or equals 10 nmunds 


v_TW'i/W Intact —The SoUthals eamo from Snntbhnm, m Ohhatno, about 100 

TParR aco Thuv all pay rent through the Munjhi who gels a joint receipt in the name of 
three persons, the descendants of the original two persons with whom the laud was settled 
The rent of the villago is Its 24-1 l-l, one-iourth of which is jangle No bet Megan is given 
Ahoutone-bali of the Tillage is cultivated by tnahyrtn* The following statement shows 
the raW of mutation and the present s'ate of in leotedneo'? in the village. It m noticeable 
that the rmhajans, when Lhcy have acquired the laul, m-t' U 1 P>rLnu» of it on large Wai 








or produce rants, tbe rate is 8 mounds a bigho for good rioo land, There is no Joj-Paranick 
in this village or in anjt village in his neighbourhood. There is no Kudam-Naiki. 


NiMH. 

Land 

Land 

lost. 

Elmn. 


Duvru. 


Unsecured 

Seouretl 

Security 

Phelan 
Man I hi, 
and n ia 
■on 
lforef 

Inki. 

1 rek 

(aboutf" 
big bail 

Arid la three tranaartfrn* from 12 
fo 80 years a wo Home of Iho land 
t* nnluraled by the *ekma«ii 
llieiiiM.lvea. some land *i»en 
buck on sajka *el tic ci on t of 3U| 
tuaunda. 

- 

i 18 iranndi 
J IU*»> 

Spuraa _ 

Ha 78. 

11 big ha 
(1907) 

Bond 1900 

Boa la 

1 rek _ 

4 a rek 

(8 orv 
big baa) 

Sold to maikajam in a number of 
iranaacltona extending dean lo 3 
wears ago l( biKhiu *iven bak 
thagfi and tbe rat given bark 
at attjha rental o[ at maundn, lfl 
■em at (be r»le ft innun 1 ■ per 

ti*li*L Mfo cultivated Mini' 

ot |u<r land isjka at a rental ol 31 
maunila. 

1 B( 10 

((BOB) 

U mannda 

1 

r 

Os. 100 _ 

4 paras 

All his 

Kudu 

1 rek „ 

Irak . 

Bold to mahajnuw In different 
transactions 12 to 20 ywus ago 

“ i 

ft« ItS 

4 purer 

toot 

35 TliaUndS 

land. 

Simple 

iKiml 

\S l luptr 

Dbodu 

1 rek 

1 txghaa 

Sold to aakqjaM lor 8 l'< 30 yuan 
ago lit cnU-iha tttwea bai.k on a 
rental ul 4 maundn 

" I 

(lflUti ) 

5 puraa 

(1M7 ) 

f limit) 
f One 

J Held. 

Wonka _ 

Ink M 

i reka 

Sold lo eakqjau for 10 to 30 mu 
ago . *oii.o given bark oo a majha 
rental of Bu maimda. 

— 

80 mauods 
Ha. 40 
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None re paid DO per rent 

50 per ceal interest. 


M per cent (1007) 

Its 4 a year for 10 ya rs 
0 ruin iKii Ki»l* not 
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D maunila a year 0 years 
ago Mono re-paid. 


XI —Ittamara . Broken —This village was cleared by South als who come from the 
large parent village of fianglban, east of Ivbatra They havo never to their recollection 
paid rent through a Man]hi to the different owners, the majority of whom ore tnaAujana . 
Uo reoeiptB are given, except in one rahtancc, on the ground that the raiyats have got no 
I roper settlement, but only a tnukjabnm or verbal settlement. According to the villagers 
tbe rato of rent is llo. 1 a rek , from the vorbtl statement of ono of the owners, it would 
appear that he contended the rent was more than this, but ho could produce no list of 
tenants A very rough statement of the 11 houses in the village who cultivate is given 
below. A number of tbo villagers are very much involved, and those who have not paid 
up the interest duo on their mortgagos or tho Lists of the ktvtbandut ore bound to lose 
their lauds. Tlie raiyats have to give bet hit /jnrt y one day's ploughing, one day’s digging, 
one day's tutting, and one day's threshing to the proprietors. They have to give ono pound 
(20 gumlas) of j an fin from each household, and to subscribe for (/nangtiu) for the funeral 
expenses of the proprietors 
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Jfilttawfi for 1905-1313 lO 
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amt 
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est 


Simple iBortmn about HMD, 
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Not pn'Mni 
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XII .— SSayedxh Broke n 

Baporta by Muuln Eknunuddsn. 


A small and broken v illoge The present headman yt the 
son of the original clearer of the soil. Tho money-lenders 
have got the lauds of fivo of them, and temporarily re-JetUad 


















xxui 


ICb) 

then with, the original omen, who have turned under-raiyata under the former. The total 
rente of these Sonthals have thus been increased from Ba. 14 to Bs. 18 plus 26 maunda of 
paddy, equivalent to about Be 70 altogether 

Xlll.—Xalikhanna Broken .—dome of the descendants of the original dearer of the soil 
are still ill an dais of the village for one-i bird chare, their co-sharers having sold their shares to 
the motiee-luoden The present headman is the grandson of the original clearer of the soil 

XIV —Khaudarnux Broken. —The present headman is the grandson of the original 
olearer of the soil. 

XV. —Alokutmontpur Intact — 

Bs a. 

Bent ... 9 10 m 1883 for the whole village. 

Present „ ... 36 0 for the same area 

The original olearer of the soil is still living There are altogether six Sonthal 
raiyats in the village, including the headman, e&oh paying an equal share of rent Tlie 
tenure-holders are al*o the money-lenders of the village, to whom the raiyati lands have 
been sold in repayment of dohts 

XVI. —ChiUagarh Broken —The present headman is the grandson of the original 
olearer of the soil. About half of the lands of this village has been sold in inpayment of 
debts to the tenure-holder, who is also the money-lender. He him retained the best lands 
and re-settled the worst lands with the original owners at rates of rent, the total routs haying 
been increased for Its 37 to what is equivalent to Ea. 256 

XVII—Jhhajfandih Broken — 

Its A. 

Past rent ... 29 4 

Present „ ... 29 4 and 48 maunds of poddy {najha) for the same area. 

The present headman is the original clearer of tho soil. The Sonthals transferred all 
their lands to a money-lender m repayment of debts inonrred in civil suits The latter bos 
allowed them to hold the lands under him as uudcr-raiyats on enhanced rent 
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XIX — IZaja&ot B^okcti —The Bhuiyans wore originally Man dale of this Tillage They 
have sold Hub interest to others They have been living here for three generations 
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XXIII —Manta Rajahatu Broken [120 hounex of Snnthala and Bhwmjci) —The 
village was originally cleared by tho Sonthals, who, m tho ordinary oourse, first anno 
and surveyed tlie land and then searched for its owner This turnod out to bo the lva]a 
of Shyamsunvlapur, who gave them a patta There wore tbon 1 wo Manjhis, Chand Xtai uud 
Knar, through whom tho rent was paid The Ka.ja bubsequeatly made over the village to 
Gopal (dossain as brahmoltar, but the latter made over a mukurart of most of it to 1 
fSunn named Tara Chand Clmudliun for a consideration of tis 1,000, wluch was confirmed 
by tho Knju at a rental of Us 101-8 This happened in 1880 It did not dispose of tho 
Manjhi's right, for it was not till 1890 that tho repiusoutativos of Kaar Manjhi, one ot the 
original Man]his. Bold what purported to be their hair of the vdlago to the Sunri apparently 
for debts valuod at Kb- 1,499 The repras-tnlativoB or the other original Man]hi, Cliand liai, 
have managed to koep their lands out ol this particular money-lender’s hands, 250 bighus 
on a rental of Ks 5 wluch he has covoted, oven up to tho High Court to increase tho 
* rent, but without success But this has not provonted the land going into the han ds of 
• other inahajam. Ilcoeipts are not granted 

d 2 
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There are four loins, throe of which are purely Sonthal, vim , Kariorsye Bangotu and 
Chiklagotu, so far as inhabitants are conaeined ; tho fourth, Jasudih, is half, and the fifth, 
Uajapat purely Dikku The mufia/an zammdurs are Kam Sadai and ICunja Ohaudhuri.— 


11 

(ri) ToiA K\RIARSYE. 

Holm . 1 Tan fin — Bolai is the sou of J?anru, one of the executants of tho sale of half 
the village Subsequent to tho salo (1890) I’anru and Chuna Ham, other exeru- 
tantc, took a fresh L ase ol about 30 bighas for Its. 18 The third executant 
Kajda appears to hnvci suricndeiuil his allure, und to have loft tho village Pnnru's 
doscemiutH md Chuna Knm now cultivate 25 bignas on a rontal of Its 16 Tho share of 
tho*r rout had hcfoio 1800 bceu Ks f> Holm pays J maunda a year on a kiatbandi to 
the /«'/4fT/tf«-piopric(oi, <*\.t cuted 8 years ago for a period of ten years. 

Chuna Ham Alanjl i —J lug is tho executant referred to above In 1008 he 
'-oil his sIiilio m the land ho received back to one of the maha fan-7, amindnra for debts 
valued at Jls 500, but has rccuvud a tiesh lease of tho same for 5 or as, » e., about 20 
riktiuads of arum pei annum JLo owes S aius at per oont 

iagai J /rm/An—Alter tho /nahafau-znmi lidur got poE^oseian of the village, he sought 
to raise the rent Then* was n case winch Ja e ai ilaiijhi fqnght, but finally compromised. 
bo that the rent was xaisod from Kb 7 to Ks 25 Hut he had to sell his lands to a Tanti 
to defray tlic expenses of 1 lie <aso lie took a fresh tnukuran lease of oomo 12 bighas 
frimi the Tuuti for Ks b>l a jour, but subsequently Bold this again and got back a 
viuliurari of some luud tor Ks 3 Originally he appears to hnvo bad 77 bighas, n/.d now 
has about 3 bighas, initially lost, because tho zaunndur strove to raise his rent lie says ho 

has no dfbtp 

Em tlof Alan/hi —Ho has u fourth share of tho 2*30 highaB for which Ks 5 is paid But 
lie lias recently had cases with the r/irrArpuu-zaimudar and in one Court won the case, and 
in Luil'y sold the latter up, but ihcie wuh j.u appeal in wlnoh the decision was given against 
t no Sun that To ileiriy tho ox pi uses of this case, llrirdol Manilu sold his share 70 bighas 
1(1 c<*ttails to one fihyama Charun Bui, who gave buck a mukurari leiBio of the land for 
72 mauuds of giain a year, that is to say il n mauod be taken to be valued at R« 2, 
Bardors unt was increased from Ro 1-4 to Ks 144 a year Mo owes area at 25 per cent , 
and executed a kistbandi oi Ks 1 tor 10 years tho 3 ear bciore last 

liarjhu, Eo fan, Eadu, Ladia and Malta Altwfhi —These uro tho owners of the other three- 
fourth hliaro of the 250 brglin*, for which Ks r > nut is paid blight annas of tho whole land 
was s >ld to 0110 Sanjal LLuldar, who gave buck a ntuknrari of the land on a rental oi Kb 2 (‘ 
Subsequently Raghu Man] hi ’b share of this muknran was again sold to iSunjul Haidar tu 
prevent a Cml Court Bale, but he received a fresh muktn an louse of lim share tor 20 maunda 
oi gram a 3 ear Thoy have only small debts, except, a kidbandi of b mauuds a 3 ear for 
12 3 ears and bond for about 12 aras. 


Tola Jajldih. 

Unpin Mmif/n —His rent has recently been increased from Its 4-12 to Ks 5 In or 
about 1004 he Bold his land to tho w»rt//fl/fiu-zaimiidar who gave him a fresh lease of it on a 
rental of K mnunds nqjha. Owes 8 nmunds at 50 per cent 
J at/an Manjhi has lost no land, and pa 3 & Ks 4 lent 

Kala Manjhi ib unable to give details regarding his land His rent is Ks 3-8 
Jolha , Kana. Eat/da and Sham Manjhi have got JO bighas of land, for which they pay 
rent of Kb 10 JoLlia’s fourth share was sold for Ins debts three years agn Hag da Bold 

half his lauds for debts four or bix years hl o, but got it back on a sag ha rent of 4 mnunds 
Sham Manjhi has disposed of aboUt hnlf of his shaie by private Bale to the mahajan for his 
debts Over 20 years ago some of hu laud was baud rred to the zamindar by way of 
usufruotuary mortgage 

Bulat Manjhi has 13 bighas of Land at a rectal of Ks. b-12 One bondh of land was 
given to the mahajan for Ins brother’s debts amounting to Kb 80 

Ilahttn Alan/hi was dispossessed of his got ail 1 man land by the zamindnr three years 
a^o , the zamimlar, apparently resumed it as service land Rahim had no other Idnd, and 
now cultivates some other land aajha and ai^i 

Tola Barigotu 

Ga»ga Chatari Mnnjhi has lost no land, and his rent is unchanged—Ks. 19 
Tata, Eudu , Moral JTarma, Jala , and 6 aiutta Alanjhis originally had sane 60 bighas of 
land, at a n ntal of lta 5-2 According to the Malik’s jamabandi this is now 124 bighaB 
Tara and Mural are still in possession of their shares, 28 bighas at Re 1-2-4 rent. Tara has 
executed a kistbandt for 90 mauuds, at 10 mauuds for 0 years, 7 yean ago. Amounts have 
been regularly repaid f idu has >-old his shaie, about 14 bighas, tc the MmindBr-wflAff/an. 
Marina's land has been sold up in the CivlI Court ilebb to the zamindar-fiMzAiyrm, but he has 
reoi ived a irosh bandobuat ot the s:imc laud, 42 bighas, at Kb. 16 a year. Saroda’s share 
has aho been sold up m the Civil Court tor debts also to the zamindar—a sew bando^wf 
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was taken for 42 bighas at Us 16 a year, but a fourth of thiB was also again Bold to the 

7 ,ammdar<»i< 2 %tfR, Jand the rent has been deoreased to Its 12 Sarada has aUs given a 

usufructuary mortgage of 8 bighus to one Dino Man dal for five years for the interest on 
Rs 66 He gave last year a simple bond for Rs. 12, and 0 $ aras of grain of whioh Kb 7 u 
said to be dne 

Manjhi and Kala Manjhi cultivate 14 bighas on a rental of Rs 8 Manjhi has lost 
one bigha to tbe zamindar-ma/tn/an for Rs 10 debts The rent was 12 years ago Iis. 7 He 
has given a kwtbandi of sis maunda a year to the maAq/an-proprietor 

JZaru , Salku, Jlukri and Hawaii Manjhi originally held 25 bighas on a rental of Rs 15, 

JBtaru and Kasai 1 Man] hi lost their land by a Civil Court sulo for dobts to the 

ma4a/<7»-zamindar 9 or 10 years ago, and have reooivod a bandobnst of 17 bighas, pi moi pally 
Dhangar land, at Rs 6. Haiku and Uukn hold what is still called 25 bighas m Iho Malik 'b 
jamubandt, on a rental of Its 12 lie pays 4 annas for homestead land Haiku gave a 
Lit than ii to the wwA^/aw-proprietor for 1 ara a year last year KlIu Turka’s laud was 
sold up m the Civil Court about dO years ago. He now possesses about a bigha of home¬ 
stead land, for which 4 annas is paid 

Stiban has lo>*t all his Lund , sold up far dents by tho nia/ioyoa-zamindar, but has received 
a fiesh bandobnst at Us 6 

Chuna has lost his land , sold it two years age for dobts to the m»An/an>zaiDiudar IIis 
rent was originally Re 1-8, but lie has got a fresh bandobust for Rs 3 and 10 maunds 
sa/ha lie has given a usulruotuary mortgage of some land for a small debt to two 
Sonthals 

Alalia Manjhi lost all his land; selling it for dobts many years ago , and cultivates no 
land now’ His rent was Rs 5. 

In addition to The above, it appears from tho zuumdir’a statement that, since 1895, 
Jadu, Rata Darina Manjhi uud Chotu Durma Manjhi loft the village, and surrendered thoir 
Laud on uronmt of tlie debts duo to tho BirnOfl/'i«-/amindai Muchrnm Muujbi aiul Him 
Rai Manjhi have also surrondorod thmr land, the former because tho land was (oo bad to 
boar tho amount of rout assessed by tho f;ii/w;n«-zimmdir, a fact admitted by the latter, 
but not in so many words Tho rent was Ro 1-4 lor h bighas of Bh.iugur lund 

The original rent of the Sonthals in this village was Its iOl-H-O, now, uocordmg to tho 
lomabandi of one viaho/an zanuudar they pay Rs lttfi-7-9, and, besides rent, they Lave to 
pay at a minimum computation 1-3 4 mauiuls m/ha Calculating 1J4 maunds of m/ha as 
being equal to Its 268, tho rent his boon mcreabod at u TniTiunum ((imputation to 
Us 450. though this does not all go to the mafia/ j/i-zuiniudar, and much laud has boon 
Lost by the Sonthals 

Thu Aamindar admits by his jamalmndi to having Roourod 80 bighas in his own khan 
cultivation during the last 12 years , bighas wore m Iiib 4 has possession in 1>395 , the 
total oultivutiou m his village is now 1,173 bighas Rut his previous /uni ibundi*, coupled 
with his own state noniB, show that 128 bighas of tho Sundial-/ land have boon ai-qumd by 
him on noounL of dobts due to him (with a few minor exceptions already mentioned) Einoo 
189o 

The Sonthals have to give beth-bfqa«r 1 balf-a-day’s ploughing—each person The whole 
village has to give Rs. d at a festival Fowls and vegetables have also to be given 
tree of charge. 

JlJl/ V—Pmdagadui quasi-Intact —This village is given as an example of a ^urui-inloct 
village, with an up-to-date Manjhi in it, who has avoided as yet the translor of his right and 
who grants pattas and receipts Tho rent of the village is Rs G7-S (road cosb, Rs 4-It 1 ) 
There aro three sharen who hold it on a tnukuian lease Tho routs of the jmrjaa are— 

• Rs. A 

(1) Umachamn Gum for Daemat Manjhi . .40 

(2) Ham Narayan Cbhatn for Deb Manjhi . , 18 


(«3) Basra Manjhi ... ■> 9 0 

(4) Dabia Man jhi . . ... ... I 4 

(.5) Basil Manjhi (from another village) . ... if 0 

Dtkku Pat /at 

(6) Lupa Matho ... ... ... .. 20 0 

(7) Ram Kurmi ... . . . 6 0 

(8) Sita TamboU ... ... 6 0 

(l 1 ) Liodia Kamkar .. ... 9 0 


Total . . 62 12 

Tho Manjhi Phagu says the sharers pay — 

(10) Jitu ... . ... .. ••• 4 0 

ill) Gun . .. ... .. ... 2 0 

This totals up to Rs 68-12 , so he makes a profit of Re 1-4 plug bis own cultivatione 
( In llis rent receipt 1 ) ho charges £ anna in Iherupoe Road Cess and also £ anna in the iupe> 



1(b) 


Fab ho Works Cobb, the existence of whioh coaid not be verified, though it may exist. There 
was once a dispute between the Manjhi and his landlord m the Civil Court relating to this 
village. In the end the ease was compromised, but the village had to be mortgaged for 
Its 2,454-13 to a mahajan in order to pay what was agreed upon The arrangement is that 
50 aras a year shall be paid for nine years to wipe off tho debt Phagu, Jitu and Gar are 
all conoemed m tJue mortgage L*aet year they wocld not pay the instalment due; other 
instalments sinoo 1905 have been repaid 

Tho other Dikku parjah T except the Kamkar, havo been in the village sinoo 5 or 6 years 
after the great famine of 18G5-GG 

On oue occasion tho Manjhi actually measured the village and brought a case to morease 
the rent, but he failed lie states he has k hr m or Manjhi rent-free Land, but when his 
own land is to all intents and purposes rent-free, this is of not much account No one else 
has khem Land 

T ( ho following is an account of the other Sonthals in the village — 

Daswat Manjhi* •% lund wont after a mortgage to one Umaoharun Gum for his debts. 
Hie rent was Its 4, he got 451 bighas back m 1903 on a jamajanay patta at a rent of 
Rs 6 and aras grain lie took a loan of 3 aras in 1907 secured by a simple bond, of 
whioh 1J aras is *till duo at 50 per cent 

Debu Manjhi a land went to Ram Narayan Ghattn, who gave him a fresh settlement of 
it on a rental of Its 5 in 1899 on ajatnai settlement It was not disclosed how this 
happened 

Ham Narayan only makes a profit of annas 8 a yoar out of tho transaction Mas 
no debts 

Basra has a quarrel with the Manjhi, who has taken three bighas of his land into his 
own possession He owes a Sonthal in another vdlage Rs GO at 25 per cent interest, taken 
m 1907, out of whuh nothing has been ropaid, 

Dclne Manjhi only cultivates bhargx or homestead land at a rental of Re. 1-4. Me has 
no debts ' 

Chanda Manjhi sold his land for his debts 9 years ago, and loft the village. The 
Shankar oultivates it 

Garbhu Manjhi sold his land many years ago, and left the village Hupa Mahlo 
cultivates it 

XXV — I^dhapakur Broken —The proprietor of this villago is Ram Sadai Chau- 
dhuri, the same mahajan who owes Rajahatu The Manjhi’s father e\eouted a solo of the 
villago to him, but the others did not agree to one Bale Subsequently the mahajan one night 
ploughed and sewed the land hither and thither. Next day he brought a case against the 
tSonthals for having ploughed and sown hiB land, and produced the seed m Court, as proof 
thereof He won the ca«»e This is the Sonthal's reason—winch was not behoved by tho 
Court. Consequently bo got possession of the land of all tho eight houses m the village, 
and made a fresh settlement with all the raiyats m I89B by giving them paltas 

Rearing in mind that the Sonth^lr, have all last their land, the following statement 
shows only the increases m rents in consequence. 

The f not of the scarcity last year is again illustrated by the fact that the kwtbandis 
were not paid then — 


Na MV 

Rent prior 
lO IRSft 

Pmtol rent 

| Dint. 

Rbmahch 

jtJnaeoiured 


Security 

I 
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<> 

Soput Manjhi 
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Ha a, a am 

6 araa 

Ha 1,808 (1808) to 
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10 big. 

HortgigB —Kiwtba a di of 10 naandt 


m 

fnov) 

1 

•nd On 4 par rut for 10 Team 
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Haiku , , 

4 O 

.. 8 it .. 


SO araa (1804) to 

Bond 

Kimtbandi ■ maunda of grain a 

Chan* _ — 
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.. 8, lk , 


B. S Chaudbury 

IS aru (1804) to 

Do „ 

year far 4/0 yetn. Repaid reffn- 
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4 0 

. 8, ti 

1 aru 
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Do 
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SO par ob ut. 
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Do 
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mdit. 
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* He aold hie Land again lo the i mahajan end reneind tom of it hack ode pndaaa rent of 14 maunda. 


XXVI—Ragnat Broken —The village is broken It consists of 24 houses, 16 of 
which cultivate Of 11 persons who appeared, one had lost the main portion of his 
land on account of debts, and two had been sold up for arrears of rent Three others had 
lost a bigha apiece on account of debts, and one of them now only oultivates bhmgtt « 
This land has gone into the hands of the rent-rooeivera, who am poor specimens of mahajbm*. 








XXXI 


1(b) 

who would not adm it that the Sonthals had made tho tillage, who refused to produce their 
old jamabandi and documents, who at first Iried to make out dodo of tho 6onlh&ls cultivated 
sajha , then admitted they did occasionally, and on© of whom lefused to admit that 
ho was a maha/an , subsequently deol&rmg that he had been once, but all Ins documents had 
been burnt 

Tho most interesting part of this Tillage is tho high rate of road ccbs the eonthals have 
to pay, e.g — 


Name 


Bent. 


Cess 




Kb a 

r. 

Rs A 

G 

Baram Manjhi 


4 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Basu „ 

- »• 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Nuaa „ 

• • « 

8 12 

0 

1 

1 

ti 

Mahhi „ 

■ • • 

1 11 

0 

0 

3 

2 

Chuna „ 

m • • 

3 

0 

0 

0 d 

0 


These figures are taken from the jamafjandt of one of the proprietors , the otlirr Dikkus 
(a Dhobi, four Tantis, and one Tufdar) live in the same tola , ulen have to pay road cess at the 
same rules These mahojans settle their land nt Ice 1 a biglia Besides high road cess, tho 
SouthaLs havo to give hrtkhegrn t and provide vegetables free of charge Tlie wiahujans 
admit to having Taiaed the rate of interest on aooount of tho scarcity a year or two ago , in 
one case the interest was as much ob (>2 ^ per cent for grain 

XX VII—Jamagar llroArn —The mahoyin received a Man chili settlement of his 
village in 1893 tor the zaimndar In years gontP by the Sonthals used to pay their rent 
iluo^gh a Mnnjbi Tho village only Bhows a moderate amount of dispossession 

'1 lie proprietor s jaiJi<iLan<m* <q\<unally prepared for perusal i-how <>t^s at half-anna m tho 
iupon, but the villngois say they havo to pay 10 pico m the rupee This is quite possible, ns 
other imtL ijans have produced hats of routs showing the cess nt a rate of about two annas in 
the rupee oi more* Bccup's are not granted At cording to this proprietor (12 annas share), 
ho realizes money rent Its 7.3-8-8-10 (3 gundas 10 hugs) 

Gram rout 8 nras 9 kuns pus, valued at about lie C8, and gram debts are duo 
to him m hi mus, valued at about Its o20 

Ibe iSontlials have, to give bt Ihhegari during the year, also rnanyan , when tlie 
t/tahn/un lvanls to buy a house, cr tktTo is a death m has family, and vegetable free of 
charge 


Naub 


Land IoaI 


ViEKiUKg 


Pr**icnt 

land 


Dbuts 


Ij aw cured 


* 

Secured 


Smiato Uanjlii 


Uulki 

Slum 


Hiahon 

Lakhti 


I 


&3 biphau 


C btgha* 
2 bighaa 


liiftlini Civil Court mle B biRbu 
lor rent l!K»i the rrsl 
wrlirr to Hilniubliir 
Kundu aata loi deb La 
B hijthaa wold in SO „ 
Pitambhar Kundu for 
noue? not (or debt* 

Hi (O out of Ha TO 
repaid aia jm iro 


Kh 2 and 

On 0 

(10U7) 


C blghu 

B t in l alls 

9 bight* 


a* 


& 


Kb 10 


bandar N araynn 
If oral Manjhf 



lAhtaa „ 
Cbm ran 

J a i ram , 

Mahcsb ,, 

Brmju , 


1 bight I 
uu ttu.hu 

40 bighaa 


7 

Sold (n Pita mb bar Kundu 10 
J1 yearn iffD 


14 arna S 
hurls 
11 nrau ft 
hun* 


30 or 40 years ago 


40 , S arms 

10 „ Kh 40 

11907) 


10 

13 


30 bighaa 
7 biRhua 


Hold Z0 years a| 
Pitimbhu Kundu. 
Sold for debts 
yuani ago. 


to 


liirae 


11 bighu 


30 


16 ii aa 11 
kuria 


Si i unty 

lllUlRIH 


2 pire a month intereal 
• tlm ou amount Oi 
fu.Olj uo 


2 piec per month 

Land 

Turn n to p»j expense, 
of Ltuo m ohiub u 
nilndar triLii Lo 

ilu nasi rent 
* jar ctmt. 


HI 


Vo debt*. 

•J pH e Inlcnvtt a 

ninw twill II Lur a 
J'Oke ci' bulfaloq 

No debts 


No dabta 

• 

A besot 


Do 


XXVIII.—Hasuguria Intact ,—Tho Man]hi is said to havo a darmukw ar t lease of the 
Tillage but it was not produced. 
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The following list shows the position of affairs in this Tillage , areas are practically 
guess work, but the rents are aoourate — 


Name 


Present 

area 

Rent 



i 

Bighas 

Rb 

A 

T 

Dh&rma Manjhi 


40 

12 

0 

0 

Sham 


8 

7 

9 

0 

Chuoo ... 

■ • 

5 

3 

13 

0 

Kaikar 

• m 


1 

11 

6 

Ram 

• 


4 

0 

0 

Durga ... 


• •• 

2 

9 

0 

Dbunu 


5 

3 

3 

6 

Taru 


16 

5 

1 

9 

Tips 


2 

1 

0 

0 

JuiDU 

• m 

12 

4 

9 

n 

Maram 

■m m 

14 

4 

8 

0 

TanL Uaram 

• m 

5 

2 

9 

0 

Chhota Sam 

• mm 

28 

14 

0 

0 

Bo&i Ram 


5 

3 

3 

0 

J aisingh 

m m 

6 

2 

8 

0 

Luna 

• • • 

7\ 

a 

8 

9 

Durga Manjhi (of 
another village). 

5 

3 

8 

0 

Total 

• 

• 

• 

l ' 

i 

1 

79 

12 

0 


Land lost or mortgaged 


Diglias 2-10 sold for debts to Gopal Sircar, 
maha/an and proprietor (about 1901). 

Bighas 6 sold to Gopal Sircar 

Rent paid by mahnjan big has sold to latter 

(1907) 

lteut paid by mahajan ll bighas sold to him 
(1907). 

Rent puid by mahnjin 16 bighas sold to hizn 
(1*107) 

All mortgaged. 

Ditto 


Nil, but about to lose all, as the ma/tajan has 
got a decree for his debts, and the lands are 
to be Fold 


21 bighas usufructuary mortgage for principal 
and interest 10 years ago for 12 years 


Tho total rent ot the village p/ns oess is Rs 79-1, so the Manjhi makes no profit The 
rent was originally Its 00, then Rs 00, and finally it was raised to Its 75, and a darmu- 
kurari given. There were originally khun Lands m the village, but when tho rent was 
ittised, these lands wore assessed to rout lu some cases lands lost, have been given back on a 
unjfui bandobuzl 


APPENDIX 1(0 
BiNrcu Thajsa 


PAKGANA HILDA 


UIDNAPOBF 


1 — IZumarband> Intact —Originally in 1248J1 , over sixty years ago, the original 
dearer of tins village received a M.induli put/a of the willago at a rental of Rs 16, 
b/iatla Re 1, altogether Rs 17 , ta/amt Re 1, and parabwm Re 1 * A generation 
ago tho rent was increased to Its 172—1, with cess Rs 12 or Its 13 after a measurement, 
which is still paid by the Mundal The Man dal’s jamabatuli shows a rental of 
Its. ddl-12-9A and ooss Rs 12-8-15, including tho rent of Iiib own and his co-sharers* 
lands Tho cess is paid by tho raiyats, and not by the Mandat's family ot all 
The village is a substantial ono This jan,abrindt shows an area of 472 bighas, 
against an area of 405 bighas in tho receipts granted to him by the Midnaporc 
Zamindan Company. The Mandal assesses to rent exoe^B cultivation, but objoots to the 
Zamindari Compauy doiDg the same That Company have assessed to rent excess oultiva- 
.iou ot 17 bighas odd at a rental of lts 7, according to the nayabadi found this year. 
The atnla would not directly admit to it, but apparently it is in oontemplation to increase 
routs for old land by 2 annas in tho rupee, and that thore is more nayabadi in the 
village wlnoli will bo asBossod at rates which have not yet been fixed I give the Mandal’s 
jamuoamti below — 

Area. Kant 


Randan Manjhi ... 

Nayabadi 


B i cii 
11 0 0 
3 If) 12 


Rs A o 

6 4 0 

2 13 7} 


Execs* area measured this year by tlio 14 10 12 9 1 74 

Mandal this nayabadi is being assessed Cess ... 0 9 0 

at 10 anna* a bigha by the Sonthal 
(9 bighas sold about 1320 to Ram 
Narayan Mozumdar ) 








B«nt_ 


I (c) 


Earum Manjhi (10 bighw formerly sold 
to Bam Narayan Maaumdar) 

Dma Natli Barik ... ... 

(A.n original parja ). 

Tintu Mohan Dau (bought from Tarn 
Manj hi in 1300) 

B&ro Lakh an Manjhi ... 


B. O. CH. 
8 8 12 

26 15 0 

5 10 0 

17 0 


Durga Manjhi ... 


2 3 8 


Ourbatta Dasi (sold by Tenta Manjhi 12 12 0 

for debts about 1286) 

Turn Manjhi ... ... .. 11 14 0 

(6 high as 10 oottahs formerly lost) 

Binola l)asi (land formerly belonged to 5 4 0 

Narsmgh’s father f unknown how the 
present raiyat got it). 

Bararai Manjhi .. 3 4 8 


Pitu 


»» 


14 0 


Badyanath 

Nathi 


• 1 


If 


2 16 12 
7 11 0 


Sadhai Manjhi (8 bighas 10 oottahs 12 12 8 

formerly Bold to Jageawar Bunn 
about 1297) 


Man dal M&ojhi... 
Bhado 


» 


A/ayabadi 


5 


0 0 


7 18 
1 2 


0 

0 




Ba. 

A. 

o. 



6 

4 10 

Gees 

• m 

0 

6 

5 



16 

12 

0 

99 

• a a 

1 

1 

0 



3 

7 

0 

ft 

• • • 

0 

4 

0 



0 

13 

10 

If 

• mm 

0 

1 

10 



1 

5 

15 

It 

m m 

0 

1 

5 



7 

15 

10 

» 

mmm 

0 

8 

0 



7 

4 

0 

• 1 


0 

7 

10 



3 

7 

0 

II 

* ■ 

0 

a 

10 



2 

2 

10 

II 

see 

0 

2 

0 


0 

12 

0 

99 

• a • 

0 

1 

0 



1 

12 

7* 

99 

see 

0 

2 

0 



4 

11 

10 

99 

■ • 

0 

4 

15 


7 

15 

5 

99 

••• 

0 

8 

0 



3 

2 

0 

ft 

• • • 

0 

3 

0 


5 

10 

0 

11 

■ » ■ 

0 

5 

10 


Qadu Manjhi 

NayabacU . 


9 0 0 

1 12 0 2 6 7 + 
2 4 10 „ . 0 2 10' 


Gharan Manjhi —■ 

Bhagrai ^ ... «•* ••• 

Jogeawai Bunri « 

Gorai 'Manjhi ... .. 

Sudai Dutfca (bought nayabad* from Badrai 
Manjhi many years ago in 1295) 


3 16 10 

7 4 0 

3 0 0 

8 10 0 
13 13 14 

9 0 0 

5 li 11 


t» 

99 

91 

tl ••• 

» ... 


4 8 0 

0 4 10 
1 14 0 

0 2 0 

5 5 0 

0 5 10 

6 1 12 

0 6 0 
8 12 16| 
0 9 0 


14 1 11 . 

Bam Eu&r Lohar— 

(bought 7 bighas from Beha Manjhi in 27 12 49 17 7 17# 

1303) . 

( „ 9 bighas from Tenta Manjhi . ,, ... 1 1 If 

in 1285) , 

( „ 10 bighas from Lakhan Manjhi 

in 1285)— 

On aooount of loans .. ... 

Bam Lall Bhai (bought from Kalu Manjhi 

- ... 16 2 0 9 7 0 

„ ... 0 9 10 

... 2 0 0 1 15 11* 

... 1 3 0 


in 1287) 

Niiuagh Manjhi 
Nayabadt 


8 3 0 

n ... 0 2 0 

el 




IT 


I(e> 


Am. 

B . G. OH • 

Gauga Narayan Goran (original raiyat—in 

Ram Lall Lohar’s possession now) ... 0 14 6 
Suail Manjhi ... . . 12 10 0 


Jhoru 


*» 

A ayabadt 


4 

1 


0 0 
8 13 


Chota Mithu Debi 


5 

0 


Binda Moini Dasi (Rajaram and Dhunu 
have given thoir land to cultivate) ... 4 


8 13 
6 0 

6 0 


Ginali Chundra Mnzumdar (father of tho 
village-ma/rfi/au Ram Narayan Mazum- 
dar It is said that he was given land to 
clear) . .. ... 36 14 0 


Cess 


»> 


»» 


99 


Rant* 

Rs. a. a. 


3 i 


6 1 

7 12 0 

0 8 0 
3 6 8 
0 3 10 


0 8 0 
0 0 10 

2 110 
0 3 0 


20 7 15 

1 4 10 


Ram Narayan Mazuzndar— 

[obtained 9 bighas sold by Kasdan Man* 

jhi in 1300 , 

,, 0 „ by Kara Man] hi 

* in 1300 , 
7 „ Tanu Manjhi 

in 1300 , 

2^ abandoned by Bishmi Manjhi 

in 1300, 

10 bighas sold by TCarmu Manjhi 
in 1306 and 1308 sales for 


19 


99 


debts]] 


35 

11 

12 

22 

3 

17* 






„ * 1 

6 

5 

MiLRuhy Man]hi 

a a 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

Turku „ 


.. 17 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 

llaj irnm ,, 


. 18 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

Dh.iro ,, 


29 

12 

0 

29 

K 

0 

l^gu „ 


21 

11 

0 

21 

8 

0 

(ralu „ 

a 

. . 3 

5 

0 

3 

3 

15 



1 

18 

a 






6 

8 

8 









n ■* o 

3 

5 



471 

12 

2 

331 

12 

H 






ii 12 

8 

15 


Totalling up, it will be found that 115 bighas 1 oottah 4 ohittaks have gone into the hands 
of Dikkua on aooouut of debts incurred by tho Sonthals, that is to say that during the last 
30 j ears one-fourth of the cultivation of the village has gone into the handB of Dikkus 
That more has not gone, appears to be due to the faot that the Sonthal Mandali family is 
unusually intelligent. They are, however, not at all free from the mahajaru. About ten 
years ago they had to borrow some money to pay off the rent due on the village A mort¬ 
gage of 90 bighas of rent land was exeouted in favour of Ram Narayan Mazumdar They 
aiso had to give an tjara of the rents for 11 years Ram Narayan Mazumdar brought a oase to 
get hohl of the laud, hut they have just* mortgaged the whole village right and 90 bighas 
of land for Rs. 1,300 to l(am Roll Lobar, and paid off the first mahajan In order to help m 
repaying the new mahajan , tho Mandal family nave raised their own rents to a rate of Re. 1 a 
bigha The Mandali family is also threatened with a ease regarding a mortgage of 32 bighas 
valued at Ra 1,100 It is very doubtful that they can now survive. 

Rajaram has just been through the Civil Court. He had mortgaged 10 bighas of_ his 
land in this village, and a fourth share of this village; the mahijan got a decree, but the 
Sonthal made a ki&ttbandi to pay Rs 132 a year for three yews. 

Karmu Manjhi is at the time of writing in the Civil Court. Ho is being sued by Ram 
Narayan Mazumdar on a mortgage of all hi« land (8 bighas 8 oottahs 12 ohittaks), but the 
mortgage is denied by tho Sonthal. Interest was usually 4 kuris in the area, but has lately 
been raised to 8 kuris. 

The toliBildar of the company gets 2 pioe in the rupee of rent, Rs. 6 (ahrtrim Bethfi- 
bigan is not now given Sue persons ra this village can read and write. • 





1(C) 


xzzv 


II —Qundapal, Old , but broken —The present headman u the great grandson of the 
original olearer of the soil. The money-lenders who are purchasing the lands of the Bonthals 
are temporarily re-settling them with Bonthals other than the original owners at exorbitant 
rates of najha (paddy rent). 


Benal 

No 

Amount of 
land now 
held. 

Amount of 
land oost. 

Remarks 

1 

o 

12 

5 

Sold to money-lenders for debts 

6 

3 

• • 

19 

Purchased by landlord by rent decree. 

4 

• • • • 

10 

Sold to money-lenders for debts. 

5 


G 

Ditto ditto 

6 


9 

16 

Arbitary eviction by landlord 

Bold for dobte. 

Bold to money-lenders for debts. 

7 

2 

2 

Ditto ditto 

8 

2 

84 

134 

Ditto ditto 

Purchased by landlord by rent decree. 

9 


12 

Sold to money-lender for debts 

10 

• •• 

11 

Ditto ditto 

11 


11 

Ditto ditto 

12 


24 

Arbitrary eviction by lundloTd 

13 

4 

4 

Appropriated by a lessee to whom tho land had been 

14 

20 


sub-leased 

Also holds 12 bighas more, temporarily settled by a 

15 

4 

■ • • • 

money-lender who purchased other lands, at a rent oi 
G aras (valued at about Rs 37-8) 

Also holds 12 bighas more, temporarily settled by a 

16 

4 


money-lender who purohoaed other lauds 

Temporarily settled by a money-lender who purchased 
other’s lands, at a rental of 2 aras 

Temporal- ly Bottled by a money-lender who purchased 

17 

31 

■ ■ 

18 


■ • a ■ 

other’s lands, at a rental of 1 ora 14 kuns 

Temporarily settled by a money-lender who purchased 
other’s lands, at a rental of 2^ aras. 

Temporarily settled by a moncy-londor who puriJjased 
other’s lands, at a lontal of 1} aias 

19 

3 

• ■ • 

20 

43 

. 

21 

20 


• 

22 

29 

• • • 


23 

lb 

• • • « 

s ■ • 

24 



Simple mortgage Amount of loan taken 4 years ago 

25 

59 

* • m m m 

26 

27 

1 

• 

• mm 

13 

Repaid Rs 120 Still due Rs. 800 Interest 37 5 
per cent A civil suit has already been instituted f^r 
tho realization of the amount. 

Bold to money-lender foi debts 

23 

• • 

6 

Ditto ditto. ‘ 


MAHAL L ALGA AH 

111.—B hangadah —Intact 

Reports by^ Maulvi Saiyid Muhamnd 1 A purely Bontali village, having a population of 14 

Ntuiruddin 1 Sonthal houses uudor tho ltaja of Lalgarh 

2 There is a Sonthal Mandal who holds 0 bighaB khem land and <41 bighas joie m the 
names of his wife and eon, making nominal payments of rents lor these lands lie makes 
& profit out of the rents realised from the raiyats themselves 

Village jama paid by the Sontal Mandal Rent realized from the raiyats. 
to the sammdar 

Rs. 11.3-5-6 (including cesses) plus 5 aras Re 1G3-4-3 plus 4 aras 3 kuna 6 pies paddy 
paddy 

The zamindar realizes—(1) cesses for aajha paddy ; and (2) a oesa called prcjar montifar upor 
cfhaarja cess on the exoess collection of the Mandal amounting to Rs. 4-7, besides the Road 
and Publio Works oesses. 

’ 3 The Bonthals have not lost their lands. 

*2- 



















1 formerly 
No bold. 



Old rest 



| Dim 

1 Uiuecured 

Secured 

Security 


















XCTVli 


i(c; 


3. In this village, like other villages in this area, both the Mandal and hie raiyats pay 
both aorta of rents oombined, viz , in oash and in kind The present village jama is Ha. 27 
plu» Rs 6 cesses, besides 21 araa 10 knris 7 pies paddy The \illage has been privately 
measured by the Raja from time to time, and the jama always enhanced There boa been 
enhancement from Bs 8 to Ra 12, from Ba. 12 to Re 14, from Kb. 14 to Rs 20 and 
from Re. 20 to Rs. 27. 



Amount rtf 



| Dibti 


BUT Uhl 
No 

land now 
bald 

lost. 

Bill XI 

Unsecured 

Bvared 

| Security 

Aumi 


B C CH, 

B C CH. ! 

\ 



1 

1 

0 0 0 

IS 10 o , 

0 blgbM 10 rnttuhn nld to 



1 

i 



i 

wkaknjan tar drbli bj 

I 





1 


arbitrary eviction lor 
debts 





ft 

1ft 10 0 



Ra 38 11 



Intercut fl anna* per 

a 

IS 0 0 

19 0 o ^ 


M-0 


• 

lupmi 

Ditto ditto 

« 

10 8 0 







& 

7 0 0 


■) 





a 

10 0 0 


> Hold lor debt 





r 

2 in o 

4 10 0 

) 





8 

2» 0 0 







0 

14 11 0 







10 

23 7 10 

| 


10 LTU 



4 kurii p*r in. 

It 

10 or 19 







bipliu 








140 7 1 

30 0 0 

- 



- 



MAHAL RAMGARH 


Other Tribe* 


BATTRIS 


VI —Indadanga Broken — 1 This is a purely Baon village, having a population of nine 

houses of Bauns 

sSSZZ&S MaulTI Ba,, ‘ d 2. The Mandali right ib new held by a Teb 

3 The old village jama was Ra 10 It has beep 
'enhanced to nearly double of what was paid by the Bauri raiyats to the Baun Mandal — 


i 

Serial 

No 

Amount of 
land now 
held. 

Amount of 
land lost 

Old 

rent 

Present 

rent 

Kfmasks. 


B 

c 

CH 

EB 

CH 

Ra a 



1 


• 



D 

Rent- 

• • • 

‘Alleged arbitrary 







free 


eviction. 

2 

15 

17 

15 

4 2 

5 

3 0 

9 0 


3 

31 

1 

12 

• • • 


2 8 

13 8 

| Some area held 

4 

17 

13 

0 

* 


3 0 

8 13 

] all along. 

5 

6 

0 

0 

mmm 

mm 

1 4 

2 8 


6 

3 

10 

0 

• 


0 10 

1 8 


7 

5 

O 

0 

• mm 


1 8 

3 0 

\ 

8 

fi 

u 

□ 

• m 


1 8 

2 6 

f Same area held 

9 

10 


if 

• mm 


3 0 

6 0 

( all along. 

10 

12 

la 

H 

• mm 


3 0 


) 

Total 

105 

2 

7 

106 2 

6 

• mm 






















DKSHWAU BONTHALS 


Pargana Sjlda. 


VII.—A dargorey : Broken, 

Uaporti by Mtulvi Ekramnddin 


,—The DeahwaLis hare been living in this village for lour gene¬ 
rations The tenure-holders as money-lenders have acquired 
most of the lands of the village. 


N«n 

Amount of 
laud now 
hold. 

Amount 
of loud 
loot. 

BiaisSs 

I d™. I 

B 

Vunmnd. 

Somamd | 

Security | 


Bigliaa 

Bilbao, 

1 










1 f 

Ho. 41 



Intuiuat 37 3 per Mol 

* 

10 

7 



14| ami of 

— 1 


BO 






paddy. 




8 

1 

12 






8 plea >1 kon 





■Sold to aonry-lendm for - 




10 kuna—1 ora. 

4 




debla. 





B 


10 







6 


ia 







7 


A 

Atmndonud 





■ 

— 

7 

Sold lu money lender for 





9 

0 

& 

Arbitrary eviction by lennm- 

4 arao of 



Inlereat BO per rent 





holder 

paddy 





BHUMIJES. 

VIII —Bhim Arjun Broken —The Bhumijea have been living m this village for four 
gone rations. 


B final, 
No 1 


11 

■ I 

»> 

41 

*} 

7 

H 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

13 

in 

ir 

IB 

19 

» 


Amount of 
imnd now 
bold 

Amount of 
land toal 

Kamiii 

Dun 

Rbhabkb 

Unaocnrnd. | 

Bern red. 

1 

Beonrity i 

Hfebaa f 

Big baa. 






. 1 

4 

Appropriated by naufructuary 

H ana of 



Inlereat Co per rent 

6 « 


mort|a|n 

paddy. 




1 

30 ' 

Bold lo moo*y lender for detsiu. 

- 




L 

« 

Appropriated by usufructuary 

IB am* of 



Into real 50 per rent 

5 t 

ID 

mortgage 

peddy 






field in ■action for ubdis 





90 

G 

6 

Bold to money louder fur debLa 




Interest 50 par cent 

4 

8 

Ditto Ditto 

1 « Ditto 

— 


Ditto 

W- 

•M 

7 

Bold to money-lender for debla 

9 araa of 

paddj 

- 


Interest SO per cent 

11 

11 

Sold lo money lander for debta. 





e 

14 

Appropriated by uaufrui tuarj 

7 ana of 



Interest SO per cent 



mortgage 

paddy 




h 

a 

Hold to money-lender for debta. 






7 

Ditto Ditto 

— 




in 



— 

— 



74 








18 

Bold to mou^y-lender for debts. 






HHUIYANS. 

IX —Chaknopal Broken —The Bhuiyans have been living m this villLgo for three 
generations. 


Serial 

No 

Amount of 

Amount of 
land lout 

liami 

Dura 

Bimibib 

land now 



i 

bold. 


Unaecnred 

Secured 

Security j 



Biglias 

Biglma. 

1 





1 

40 

Bold lo money-lender for debla- 




Interest 50 per cent 

2 

20 

10 

Ditto Ditto i 

1 | area of 

3 paddy 



1)1140 

3 

8 

14 

Ditto Ditto 

ditto 



4 

4 

21 

Sold to money-lender for debti 

ditto. 



Ditto- 




who rn-soltted 4 blglias ahayo 
in column B 




Interest B0 per cent 

6 


in 

Sold to money lender for debte. 

- — 



6 

4 

15 

Hold in auction fur debla 

** MM , ,_° l 




7 

S 

10 

Bold f o money-lender for dobto. 

•mm 




8 

0 

&4 

12 

■— 


m 


■ 

Interest 60 per cent 

10 

*4 

- 



C Ea 100, 

3 bigliti 

Simple mortgage Amount 


C* 




of loan taken 4 years am. 
Repaid Ra 100 Still due 

J 


ll| 

30 

- 

— 

104 arao of 
F“ -i 4y’ 

I 

10 

Bi 100 InUnut 34 per 
rant 

Simple morigage AmonnL 

j 


1*1 







of loan taken a year ago 
None repaid Internet 

87 0 per oent 

rJ 

13 


MH 

— 

I 



15 

10 



— 


re 


1 10 


10 

Bold lor debla. j 

ae 

1 

BBii! 

“• ] 



























HUNDAS. 


X—Pachapan Broken —The Mondaa have been living in this village for three generations. 
The toxufire-hoiders, as money-lenders have acquired most of the lands transferred for debts. 


Serial 

No. 

Amount l 
of land 
now 
held 

Amount 
of land 
now 
lost. 

i 

Hem arks. 

1 

Bighas. 

a •• 

Bighas. 

13 

| Arbitrary eviotion by tenure- 

2 

■ 

13 

i 1 holders 

3 

4 

• • a 

17 

45 

j Sold to money-lender for debts. 

Sold for consideration. 

5 


12 

6 


12 


7 

8 


8 

8 

> Bold for debts. 

9 

7 

7 

/ 

10 


1G 

Sold to money-lender for debts. 

11 

10 

• a a 

12 

• a* 

10 

Sold to money-lender for debts. 

13 

8 

a a a 

14 

18 

aWa 


15 

7 

m 


16 

* • ■ 

6 

Sold foT debts. 

17 

• •• 

8 

Arbitrary eviction by tenure-holders. 

18 

aaa 

11 

Sold for debts. 

19 

■ m m 

24 

Arbitrary eviction by tenure-holders 

20 

a a a 

7 i 

l I 

Sold for debts. 


Maulvi Ekranmddin interrogated the tenure-holder about eaoh ease of arbitrary 
eviction, but the latter could not give any satisfactory explanation. 


Gauhbbta Tuan a. 


XI —Butanpur Broken — 

Sonthals 

Kurmis 

Hindus—Bengalis 


Homes. 

28 

9 

20 


Repcttn by Maulvi Soiyid Mohammad 
Naairuddm 


The Sonthal Mandal sold his right 


2 The Sonthals lost the major portion of their lands by sale in favour of mahajane t 
in Lieu of their debts— 

Bighas. i 

Area now held ... 74 

Amount of land lost ... 508 

Bs. A. P. 

Qld village jama in 1263 ... 42 13 1 For mof-mausa. 

Jama in 1275 .. ... 190 0 0 For 650 bighas 18 cottahs 15 

ehittaks (5 mtum 7 pies per 
bigha for onltivable hiuin, 4 
Miwon per bigha onH 2 mnia 
6 pies per bigha other lands. 

Present rate of rent ... ... 0 10 0 per bigha. 

XII.—Doomorva Broken .— 


Sonthal population 
Village „ 


25 

42 







xl 


1 ( 0 ) 

Bengalis have got the Mandali interest in this village ; and they are called tu matter g 
in this area 

2 Only three houses of Sonthals now hold 28 bighaa, and 404 bighas haver been lost 
to the present Dikku at madams (who were formerly the Sonthals 1 mahajang) m satisfaction 
of debts 

3 The other Sonthals now living in the village work as labourers or cultivate lands 
bhagtu Some of the Sonthals hold gora lands directly under the patmdar, paying 
rent individually at the rate of G annas per bigha. 

XIII —Rangtia Broken — 


Houses. 

Village population .. 27 

Sonthal „ ... 2ft 

(Sonthals and Ilmda-Beugalis ) 

1 Seventeen houses of Sonthals arc labourers. 

2 Budinath Manjln incurred debts in litigation in fighting a suit for enhancement 
of rent brought by the patmdar, and sold 8 annas of the Mandali right The purchasers 
subsequently obtained the whole 16 annas 

Budinath took a settlement of lOu bighas from the purchaser at 9 annas per bigha. 
But these lauds were sold m auotion for arrears of rent * His heir now holds 10 bighas at 
Rs. 11-4 rent Three other Sonthals bold lands paying enhanoed rent at about lie 1 
per bigha L 

XIV.—Bennchajtra Jirukrn —forty houses of Sonthals only. 

The Sonthal Mandal was responsible for the collective payment of the village jama 
to the Dikku annadar ; he held 13 bighas khrm lauds The Sonthal MandaL surrendered 
the Mandali right, uiul sinoo then the Sonthals have boon paying rent separately. 

2 fight Sonthals hold 8L bighas 18 cottahs 5 ohittaks Thirteen Sonthals have lost 
97*bighas to maha/nnH by private sale in b at isf nation of their debts Most of the Sonthals are 
labourers 

.3 Alt old pat fa of 2250 show 1 * the rate of r^nt as 1 annas, 6 annas, 8 annas and 12 
annas per bigha In o i«o^ of settlement of lands aftor the sale of the raiyati interest, the 
rate 1ms been much enhanced r q , liadnl Sonthal holds 4 bighas at Ks 9, and Lakhiram 
Sonthal holds 3 bighas at Its <i-l 


No XI 


Serial 

No 

" — 

Amount of 

Amount of 
land lost 

I 

D i hts 

Rpmahrs 

land 

now held 

Unsecured 

Secured 

j Seounty 

i 

i 

B c on 

B c 1 


Us 1 

Hs 

« 

1 

70 0 0 

203 -0 

• * * » 

230 

70 




including 



mortgag- 




jungle and 
bana lands 



ed. 


2 

4 0 0 

21 0 

4 ar&s 


... 

Holds land a ku*^ 







roiyats 

3 

0 10 0 

5. 8 

• ■ • 

am a 

• m m 

Holds 8 bighas kurj t 

4 

• a 

90 0 

17 aras 1 

m a m 

mm m 




kun 



tenancy, and 4 bighas 
under sajha 

5 


14 10 

l|r aras ... 

• • 

«•« 

Holds 2 •bighaa kur/a 

6 

■ • •• 

44 0 

■ • ■ 

• • • 

mm 9 

tenancy. 

7 

• 

18 0 


■ • • 

m m 


8 

• • 

14 0 

• 9 


mmm 


9 

m a 

9 0 

• 

■ m m 

m m 



74 0 0 

508 0 

■ 

■ •• 

■ • i 




Sale deeds 







executed m 
satisfaction 




i 



of debts. 




4 










I (©) 


JVo. XII. 



Amount of 
land 

now held. 


B. c. CH 
5 0 0 

7 0 0 


Amount 

of 

land lost. 



16 O O 


28 0 



Sold in satisfaction of debts. 


Lost after a suit. In possession 
of the Dhikku aitnadara. 


Lost after the death of the 
tenants. In possession of 
£ an o mall Ghosh, atmadar. 


Serial 

JNo. 



Amount of 
land 

now held 


3. c CH 
10 0 0 


39 O 0 



Ho. XIII 


Amount 

of 

land lost 


Debts— 
Unsecured 



B c 
90 O 1 7 


kuna. 

1 ara 10 
bur is. 

• • a a a 

I ara 3 kuns 


10 Sold up in auction 
for arrears of rent 



5 0 


22 0 
25 O 


14 0 

156 O 


Sold tip in auction 
for debt, (ltegular 
Civil Court decree ) 

Sale-deed executed, 
Ba 100 considera¬ 
tion money. 


10 aros 7 j 
kuns * 


JSTo. XIV. 


20 

0 

O 

8 

18 

5 

6 

O 

0 

7 

0 

0 

6 

0 

O 

14 

0 

0 

4 

O 

o 

16 

O 

o 

a 






2 aras 

m m 

33 aras 

14 

kuna 9 pies. 

• • a a 

• • * 

a a e 

a a mm mm 

a a a m 


m m m 

12 aras 

8 

kuna. 



bighas after sale* 


four bighaa lands 
after sale. 


























XV. — Kend-konah Broken — 


K UK MTS 



I (C) 


Eurmu 

Sonthals (•« 
Domes 

H Bengalis .. 


Houses. 

30 

20 

10 

1 


This is a Kurmi Tillage, in "whioh the alien raiyats are Sonthals and Domes. 

2. There is a Mahto Mundal who has still a 4-anna share in the village. Sight annas 
was Bold up in the Civil Court for his debts, and 4 annas was sold by a oo-sharer, a 
dar-mokarart being taken m exchange. 

3 This is a typioal Kurmi village, in whioh the old ihtca jama of the village 
(Rs 19-3-14)* for about 2,600 bigbas lands (including jungle and 800 bighas cultivable 
lands) still exists The patnidar (Midnapofe Zammdan Company, Limited I is trying 
to have thecoma enhanced, and the old village thica jama cauoellod The suits have gone 
up to the High Court 

4. The raiyats also pay the old rate of rents 8'amras per bigha There has been no 
enhancement in their jama reoently 

5 The Mandate have got 92 bighas khem lands, and besides this make a large amount 
of profit out of the rents, (about Rs. 490) realized from the raiyats 


u , Amount of . , - 

h ™ al Ucd now Amount ol 

No ’ held. land IoBt 



B. c on. 


2 

46 

0 

0 

3 

46 

0 

0 

4 

24 

0 

0 

5 

17 

0 

0 

6 

21 

0 

0 

7 

f 

s 

10 

0 

8 

10 

9 

0 

9 

8 

0 

0 

10 




11 

20 

0 

0 

12 

14 

0 

0 

13 

• 



14 


a m 


15 

• 

m 9 


jr> 

24 

0 

0 

17 

6 

0 

0 

18 

• • 

9 m ■ 


19 

15 

0 

0 

20 

19 

0 

0 

21 

m 9 

9 9 » 


22 




23 

7 

12 

11 

24 

6 

10 

0 

25 

2 

10 

0 

26 

4 

O 

0 

Total 

298 

11 

10 


B c 
92 0 


12 0 


14 9 
4 0 


8 0 


7 0 


12 0 
9 0 


Old rent 


Rs A. 


Present 

rent. 


Rs A. 



92 bighas were held as Mandali 
khem for 8 annas share sold up 
m auotion at the Civil Court 
(regular) for a debt of Rs J1,800 
... lVInndali khem 4 annas share. 

Not known lie now kelds these lands under 
dar-mokarart settlement. 


Mortgaged to No. 3 


He holds these lands undor sajha 
settlement, and pays 3 arae 
paddy to the puiohosor. Gout 
Mehtor < 



1 6 
2 8 


2 8 
1 6 
2 8 


Sold to No 3 

He holds these 14 bighas under 
eqjha settlement, and pays 3 
aras paddy to purchaser of 
ruyuti interest. 

Holds these lands under 'Oojha 
settlement 

Sold to No 3 > 

Sold to No. 3. 


Abandoned. 














ThXNA SaLBARI. 


- 2 tVl.—Nadarta : Broken .— 

Village population 
Sonthal w 


Houses. 
60 
40 


1. It is alleged that the tabsildar of the patmdar got the Mandali right (oalled yard) 

transferred to himself by not granting the Sonthal i}aradar 
m^rNMiraddUi Ma,llTI Ba,lrid Muhftm rent*receipts for the rents paid by him, and thuB falsely 

putting him into arrears for rent. 

2. The Sonthal varactor'* family holds 50 bighas lands at Ba. 18-12 rent But the 
rate of rent paid by the other raiyata is Ra. 1-4 per bigha for all olaaaes of lands. 

3 There is a Mission patshala in the village itself, and the Bandit Bonaram Hemrozn 
is also a Sonthal Eighteen Sonthol houses from this village attend this patshala 

4 Now 27 Sonthal houses hold lands Twenty houses, as per statement annexed, hold 
217 bighas 14 eottahs 12^ ohittaks, and have lost 24 bighas 11 oottahs 17 J ohittaks lands. 


Bnkl 

No 

A moral of 
land bow 
bold 

A moral of 
land lost 

SlKlBIt. 

Debt*— 

VweoDjtd. 

awm> 


B c 

CH 

1 B. o. 

CJT , 




1 

Z 

1 90 0 

° 





3 

J 






Interest 4 karts per bib 

4 

U 7 

B 

B 0 

0 

Sold to mahajon. far debts 

1 btb 

E 

IB 1 

0 




11 wu 4 kurli 

Ditto. 






pLt0 Os 9 


e 

7 S 

0 

9 0 

0 

Sold for Rs 30 c. m. 

7 tru 

B mounds poddy per rupee 

i 

7 IS 

10 

•* 


- 

14ini*fwH« 

10 or 3 knrii. 

Ditto. 

e 

13 9 

u 

! m 

mm 


7 BIBO Bo 40 

B mounds pnddj per rupee 







14 irut knris 

IB per ruprfl lolansL 

9 

KB 9 191 

- 


Ditto 







pi*< Kil 8. 

(4 bar) = 1 naKMb ) 

1» 

*4 17 1T« 





J1 

1 

"1 s 

IB 



— 

IB kuru 


IS 

13 « 1B| 



- 

- 


19 

» O 

0 


- 




14 

T 0 

0 


- 


9 BTBS _ 


IE 

4 IS 

10 



1 



14 

1 IB 7 

0 

l - 

- 

1 

i 

5 bibs 10| knris 


17 

| 

I 

S 11 

174 

Arbi tnrj snctian 

7 onu 10 korin 



1 



ptms Bo. 14. 


IS 

1 


a o 

0 

Ditto 



19 


B 13 

0 

Ditto 

1 

1 


Totol 

S17 14 IB! 






XVlI—Eupatpur Broken —This is purely a Sonthali village It has a population of 23 
Sonthal houses. Sixteen Sonthal houses hold lands 

2. The Sonthals pay rent to a non-Eontbal \jaradar^ and the Sonthals have not lost 
their lands 

3. A comparison of rent receipts shows that about seven years ago rent was enhanced 
by about 2 annas in the rnpee 

4. The Sonthals have to give bethbcgan service to the tjaradar, and have also to 
supply one fowl per house gratia ; a payment of anna per rupee tahtir is made to the 
gomashta for rent receipts. 

*5. Twenty or 22 Sonthali ohildren attend the village sohool here 

6 These Sonthals are comparatively better off than others. They have also got lands 
in other villages. 


Jharqram Than a 


MAHAL JAMBUNI. 


XVIII —Rampal 

Report* by MidIti Ekmauddin. 


Broken. —The original olearers of the soil are still living. TLo 
tenure-holder has arbitrarily increased the rent of the 
village after a measurement. 

XlX.—Bhauiapat: Broken —The original elearers of the soil are still living. The 
tenure-holder increased the cent of the raiyats by having their lands measured. 

/ 2 









XX .—Bhadua Broken.—The present headman ii the fifth in descent from the original 
oleorer of the soil He is still M&nd&l of the village for 4 annas share. He and his 
oo-sharers increased the rent of the raiyats on an increase in his own rent being made 
bj the landlords. 


No. XVIII (above). 



No. XIX (above). 





< 





1 

10 



• • 

B tru of 

10 bt| horn _ 

Simple mortgnsn Unpaid 






P*ddy 


0 tie, Still duo ■ Me. 








Intemt 37 0 per ceol. 

1 

41 

~ r -^a 

_ 

mm* 

10 one of 

10 .. «. 

Simple DiPftntB. He-paid 






imddy 


8 ana. BUS doe 1 bit. 

a 

a 



rnm 


- 

Inim—t |7 0 par cunt 

• 

■ 


_ __ 


• 

mm — 


• 


on 

Bold to BOMT-landtr for debts 


mmm 

mm 


6 

B I 

aa 

IHtto ditto 

— 




7 

8| 

—mm 

— — 

m 

— 

— 


a 

8 

mm*— 


m 


— —m 


B 

8 





— m— 


10 


IB 

Bold to money lender lor debts 

- 


— 



No. XX (above). 



Gopibatlabhpob. T ii aha. 

BELYABEAA MAHAL. 

XXI .— Dahqmari Broken .—Fourteen Bonthal houses. The village was made kkoehy 
the proprietor of the pargana K. O. Prohoraj in 1304A. There are only a Gorait and a 
Manjhi in this village, who distribate the other duties of Naiki and Jog-Manjhi amongst 
them. There is no Parambk, Jog-Par&mck or Xadam NaikL There is stall Naiki khtm in 
the village ; other khem lands never existed. 



















ICO 


Bents appear to have been increased in 1304, but original papers are not foTthoonring 
The statement shows mainly indebtedness on aeoonnt of the recent scarcity, and only a 
transfer of 20 bighas on aeoonnt of debts during the last 12 yean. 



B 

c 

CB 

50 

18 

1 ST 

0 

1 « 

0 

00 

11 

ISM 

0 

17 

as 

10 

t 

0T 

0 

4 

V 

lfl 

» 

*M _ 

o 

It 

OS 

13 

8 

ITT 

O 

0 

u 

» 

14 

JOH 

0 

7 

SB 


— 

1 

0 

10T 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

IBM . 

13 

7 

1 JT 

0 

3 

0 

IS 

10 

IM 

o 

6 

128 

as 

A 

4T 

0 

A 

0 

31 

5 

SM - 

0 

17 

as 

18 

MB" 

» 

17T 

1 O 

4 

0 

Vi 

10 

7M 

0 

M 

TR 

14 

id 

1 ST 

11 

3 

H 

0 

0 

c 

71 

14 

10T 

7 

It 

b 

0 

14 

48 



B. c c 


iHlsbM 


30 B 71 O IS 71 


Ml S 


7 B H 


0 0 « 10 It 4M 0 1 4f 

O 12 OS I_ 


0 0 M 


IS kur 
H*. « 


lm . — 


0 10 1*1 I 


t 02H 1 0 171 


I t It 


_ 17 IS 1 


4 8 IS IS SH I 0 10 B i 4 8 
. I » tlSl I ' I _ 


lUnfcne 


0 IS s 


11 IS ISNI • 4 101 S • 

0 nisi .. — 


S 0 SIS | 1 10 01 _ 

1 4 Ilf 1 0 1IUI 


7 S»| 0 0 10 


7 4 0 I 0 0 10 


& 10 S 0 11 0 10 10 IBM I 0 0 0 S 0 

0 4 48 


No dobti. 


| W'fc per —lit 
Two pm a —noth 
, Onra tdtciiM a me 

■Mi winch bn 
paid. 


i 371 per cent. 

[ One ilmple i 
(LOW! 


A labourer. 

Took S ara* lb la raar, 
also n<fnl«d a mm 
IB 0|m 1 and —paid 
It In BA—for 


Simple 

(I0WJJ 


Land mnginally be. 
1 iiRrd hi a Honttaal 
who fled on Ian—t 
ol bin dr hi a ■ 
InihxB of it he* boon 
01 —n In a Dlkla. 

No iloblti 


Ab—nt 


KtMtbawtU S area few 
4 j— 11 DOR, One 

m^iilaimt —.paid — 
proprietor 

No deb In. 


=Total a—a. 

■; Area on money rent 
• Area —i «v*A rant. 


XXII _ Cohat mara Broken (Six Sonthal and eight Bhumij houeet) —There -was formerly 

a Bhumij Man<lal, but the village was resumed by the proprietor K. C Pronornj in 1304A, 
after a measurement and assessment of rents in the parcana Bents have not been 
raised *ince 1304 The Bhumij es came from P&tkum, whore their bunal-ground {saemdin.) 

is still 

‘ Bhumij se. 

Dolan Ringh sold all his lnnd, about 6 bighas, to Ledhu Baju. 

Nodo Singh has given a usufructuary mortgage of 2 »bighas of his land to another 

Bhumij. Tengu Singh h&B taken the above 2 bighne in mortgage 

l k»n=8 Boom (usufructuary) from Nodo. lie has got 14 bighaB of land. 

ig kuria°= nr*. g 0 owes 5 onu 8 kuns and a small debt of lie 1 -8, taken 

three years ago at interest 2 pice per rupee a month. 

Ariun Singh has lost no land He last year executed a bond for Bs. 20 and nias 
of grain, mortgaging 7 bighas of land. The interest on the grain is 5 kuris in the ara 

* l ° Glour Singh has lost no lend. He mortgaged 3 bighas last year He has a debt of 

Be 10, interest being 2 pice m the rupee per month. , , 

Sukra Singh executed a bond in favour of a Mahto for 5 eras this year; he has repaid 

4 eras Bupees 7 is due to one Kuar Sen at 2 pice in the rupee interest for money taken to 

pay rent. 

DON-THALB. 

Luba Marandi. —He is a labourer, cultivates no land and bos no debts. 

Lopra Muimu cultivates 3 bighas ; has lost no land, and haB no debts. 

Kandu Murmu cultivates 10 bighas , has never lost any land, and has no debts 

Kela Hemrom cultivates 21 bighas. He mortgaged (in 2nd September 190S) 

5 bighas 16 ooltahs to the proprietor for a debt of 6 ares with interest at 5 kuns in 
the ara on account of the recent scarcity. In his running account be lies mode *n 












arrangement to pay 3 area a year for 4 yea» at the sane rate of interest, mortgaging is 
26th August 1908 10 bighas 18 oottahs. The proprietor’s aooount book shows, including 
the kutbandi of 12 eras, about 19 aras due (excluding seed gram for whioh he owes 2 ar&s), 
of whioh he has repaid about 8 aras this year. He has also taken a loan of Rs 6 at interest 
2 piee m the month to pay his rent 

l'hagu Marandi owes 2 aras, at rate of interest 8 kuna in the ara He mortgaged last 
year 6 bighas at the same rate of interest for 3 aras of grain, and has repaid the principal 

Kankar Marandi oultiratos 5 J bighas, and has lost no land 

The distinctive feature of this Tillage is the large number of mortgages executed last 
year on aooount of the scarcity in the district in favour of the proprietors and others 

Gopiballadhpuk Tsana. 

MAHAL NAYABABAN. 

XXIII—Hat mar a Urol rn —This village consists of Sonthals, Bhumijes and Fans 
(Tamaria Tantis). The Bhumijes are Dcshwali Bhumijes who do not know the Sonthal 
language. such Bhumijes are rare in this area Formerly there was a Bhumij HanJal who 
reoeived remuneration at the rate of Us. 12-8 per cent. The Bhumijes call their priest 
a Dhert 


I 

Bhimijes. 


Debts. 


Hsu ARKS. 

Unsecured 

Secured 

| Seounty : 

Karam 

Singh 

• e e 

Re. 275 ... 

1 

j 

7 aras • 

6 biS 1 "* 

7 „ 

Usufructuary mortgage 12 
years ago for principal and 
interest 

Simple mortgage 2 yean ago. 
Rate of mterest 3f per oent 

Ram lall 

M 

• •• ■ 

• « a • s 

■ • a • ■a 

No debts. 

Gauga 

•» 

6 kune ... 

Re 11... 

sea ■ ■ • 

e e a ■ 

1 

Taken for payment of rent at 
50 per cent intent lost year. 

Kishtu 

T» 

„ 12... 

• ■ • 

see 

1 Taken for payment of rent 
last year , none repaid exoept 
interest at the rate of 50 per 
cent 

Chai*on 

»» 

a • • • a ■ 

10 aras .. ! 

21 bighas 

Simple mortgage a year before 
last None repaid, as crops 
failed 


XXIV.—Salgurta Broken. —This Tillago consists of about 40 houses of Sonthals, 7 houses 
of Bhumijes (Patkumia), an Unya and a Marnhiman. There was once a Sonthal Frodhsn 
but he was removed. The Manjbi is the Naixi, there is no Kudam-Noiki or Jog-Faraniok. 
There is no khetn land. 



1 

Debts. 


Remarks 


Unsecured. 

Scoured. 

j Seounty 

Sonthals 

Kandu 

e • • e e 

• a 1 

••• ■ 

«> 

No debts 

Karo 

■ • • 

• • - • e 

• • • m m « 

Do. 

Bishu 

Bs. 2 (1907) 

•IS •■• 

• •• 

A labourer took the money for 

Budru ... 

2 aras 

mm 4 rnmm 

e • • 

clothes, at 1 anna a month 
interest 

Sagor 

Ra 8 (1908) 

mm m mm 

• M awe 

Taken for pnrehase of a 

Salku 

8 kirns ... 

rnmm 


buffalo; mterest 2 pioe per 
month in the rupee. 

Taken for seeds 100 per oent. 

Bhumijes. 
Guxa Singh 

Rs. 8 (1907) 

10 aras .. 

6 aras 

2 bighas 

interest; interest 2 pioe a 
month , principal only repaid. 

Usufructuary mortgage for 

Sibu it 

'R.fcha.l .. ... 

3 BJBBa ••• 

Ra. 24. 
lara 4 kuna 

5 aras 8 kuna 

3 bighas.... 

60 per cent, interest only. 
Secured by a bond. 

Mortgaged last year on aooount 

Jfc. h et r a Man- 

_ 1 - 

ISP ••• 

spa ••• 

a es see 

of scarcity, repaid 4 area 8 
kuris. 

No debts. 








1 ( 0 ) 


xlvu 


XXV.—Nayagan 8 ,—Sonatan P&tra.—The holding of this man dates from 1310 
„ , Formerly Chaiton Manjhi, Monoo Manihi and Sukra Singh 

Bamp * da tfctarjl had three jotea of two high os 7 cottabs 8 ohatt&ks, 10 

oottahs 2 ohattaks, and 1 bigha 19 oottas, respectively 
But they went away from the Tillage, leaving their lands to take care of themselves 
Bonatan Patra took settlement of these lands from the estate with 10 highas 17 oottabs out 
of waste land in 1310. But feanng that the heirs of the former tenants might claim 
the lands afterwards, be got hold of the old raiyata at their new homes in Mourbhanj and got 
a kabala executed by Chaiton Manjhi and Manoo Manjhi, on paying them some money. 
Sukra Singh was dead without any heir by that time and consequently no kabala was executed 
by him or his heirs, there is no other non-aboriginal tenant in this village 

XXVI — Rittbont.— Sudarson Ghose and others—This holding formerly belonged to 
Sambhu Singh (Uhnmij) Under a kabala , Sudaraon Ghose and others purchased it in 1900 
The vendor has left the village and now lives in Majhal Bhag in Mourbhanj, whore he has 
got fresh land There is no other non- aboriginal tenant in the \ llluge 

Jon gal Sing is a tenant m the village. His mnhajana aro Dhonmjoy Bora and Kapa 
Pairs of Sangre. From them he used to take occasional loans of paddy. No documents are 
exeoutod for such loans The mihojana have got a khata (book) of their own, in which they 
make the entry of the quautity of the paddy taken, and in theso books the person taking luan 
has to append hie signature or mark; The condition of the loan is that, at tho first harvest, 
the debtor will have to pay 50 per oent over and above the quantity taken If any ouantity 
is left unpaid, compound interest at the rate of 50 per oent is taken per year The aooount 
remains exclusively in the hands of the mabajana, and they oan manipulate it as they like 
My experience ib that, if a man once falls m the grip of the mahajan % he Beldom gets out 
of it unsoathed without losing.the whole or at least a pare of the holding. In the above 
particular instance, the aforesaid mahajana have oonvertod the paddy duos into oaah, and 
Lave got two mortgage deeds executed for 3 biglios of the tenant's lands eaah for Its 7G and 
Its G8, respectively. At present it is a simple mortgage. The lands aro in possession of tho 
mortgagor The mahajana are Bitting tight over the document, and, I am afraid, a low years 
hence Jangal Bing will have to part with his entire area in liquidation of debts thus con¬ 
tracted, and will nave to cast his lot in the wilds of Mourbhanj. 

XXVII — A&anbant —Kaooo Sao ib a mafia/an, and has got extensive paddy-lending 
and money-lending business He purchased (he lands of Doliiloo Singh, son of Jlhuda Singh, 
about 6 or 7 years ago, under a registered kabala Tho circumstances which led to the pur¬ 
chase are the same as described above in connection with tho mortgage of JnngalSmgh. 
After sale, the vendor went away to Mourbhanj to reclaim new lands out of the jungle lie 
did not come back He is now dead 


Pacboo Ghose—This holding formerly belonged to Jeti Singh, whoso mahafan ho, was 
This man had to sell most of the area of his bolding to his tna/iajan Paclioo Ghose Tho 
oiroumstanoes which led to the sale are the Bume as abovo After tiie Bale, only a small 
area remained in his possession which he used to cultivate, and also ut-ed to find his livelihood 
by working os a day-labourer. Afterwards the remainder was mortgaged with possession to 
one D&noo Giri in the name of his sister-in-law Jati Singh is now dead His sons, Biru, 
Noka, Lodha and Godi Singh, are now ordinary day-labourers 

XX VIII. — Jhananala —Kauu Sao. —The same porson as in the above village. Ho 
purchased the area from the same D&hiloo Singh as above, unlor the Bame circumstances. 

Jati Singh has mortgaged the area in this village also to the aforesaid Irumoo Gin, and 
nos got no land now. His sonB are now day-labourers 

XXIX — Dhobadahi, — Knpaamdhu Bora, Kuor Dehun, Goda Naik, Gubi Khamn, and 
Ohaiton Khamn took settlement out of khaa pat’t 

Jhampal Senapati was mahajan of Lokh&n Manjhi, who took some loans of paddy from 
him ; but being unable to pay it ofl with interest, ho partitioned off one bigha of his land in. 
favour of Jhampal Senapati. He is dead His son has now 4 bighsB 11 oottahs of land 
This area, together with the aforesaid one bigha, was recently reclaimed land ThiB is an 
instance showing that khajnar upjukta land (» e , land for which rent had not yet been assessed) 
was sold The son of Lakhan Manihi cultivates his own lands 

Fakir Dehun, Bimhadhur Kar, Bharta Naik and Hruda Khamn took settlement out of 
khaa pal it There are no other non-aboriginal raiyats m the village 


XXX. — Jagannathpur —KaHick Senapati (khatian 2), Darje Sao, Narayan Bij 
Setyanath Senapati.—Almost tho entire area belonging to those men formerly belonged to 
Bisu Manjhi, who was prod/ian of tho village One Naran Gin managed to gel'a bogus 
atnulnamah for the lauii> id possession of Bisu Manjhi, and wanted to take possession 
of it A civil suit ensued For the coBt, Bisu took some loans from Satyoneth Senapati 
and Shibu Karan But partly for thiB debt, partly ior Civil Court costs and jmrtly for, 
arrears of rent, he had to sell the entire holding. The aforesaid persons have partitioned 
his jote amongst themselves. Bisu has left the village, and now lives m Kukiajun, m 
Mourbhanj 

Shiba Karan purchased tne land of Bisu’b brother, Jagta Manjhi He was aUoa 
mahajan. Jagta has left the village and now lives in Mourbhanj 


HanDe is not a mahajan He is in possession of the holding which formely belonged 
to Baya Manjhi The latter lelt the village for fear of evil spirits, whose influence brought 
illness and death in his family He now lives in Pathandha in this pargana, where ho has 
got a holding of 3 bighos 9 oottahs 8 obittaks. 
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By-the-bye, it ii not out of pUos to nolo boro that the flonfthele ore mortally afraid 
of enl spirits. If any or death ooouxa in hie house, he is sure to leave it and to 

remove with bap and Mggbgea to a new site in the same village. If the same calamity 
visits him there also, he moves on to another place. If the evil spirit haunts him still, be at 
length leaves the village, relinquishing hu house, lands and everything. If at that time he 
gets som e mo ney, even a nominal amount for his jote, so muoh so good, if not, he does not care 
ior it When cultivation nad not spread so muoh, and there were more jangles, the evil 
spirits used to master strong in particular localities ; groups of villagers used to leave their 
house and homes and lands and move to freeh sites in other villages. Such an instance I 
found in village Dakhinasol (No. 93). 

XXXI — Mundakati .—One Nila Singh (Bhumij) had a large area in the village. On 
his death his son. Panda Singh, finding that there was a large arrear of rent due from him, 
and also that thin was a big debt to mahajan *, went away from the village, relinquishing his 
lands, as at that time there was not muoh demand for land, and oousnquRutly no practice of 
ealo The holding was partitioned into email parcels and eettled with Auauta Nando, Hall 
Behara, Nanun Behara, Bamdeb Bern, and Bharat Bank, besides with Tipoo Singh (Bhumij), 
Gun Siugh (Bhumij), Gadi Singh (Bhumij) and Mongol Singh (Bhumij). Panda Singh 
now lives in Monxbhanj. 

Kali Behara got only 12 oott&hs from his predeoeeaor-i n-i nterent, J ham pal Behara, in 
whose name there stood 12 oottaha in 1291, to this a large area from Nita Smgk was added, 
giving rise to his present holding. 

Naran Nanda is in possession of lands whioh stood m the name of Baidi Narayan 
Patnaik m the jamabandt of 1291. 

There are no other non-abonginal tenants in the village 

XXXII — DuldaU —Krishna Digar and others.—The area formerly belonged to 
Chandra Manjhi, who Bold the area to Jukta Behara by a private kabala The latter was 
not his mahajan . This is a bond-fide sale. Krishna Digar is the nephew of Jukta, and 
is now in possession of the area. Chandra's son, Kolaohand Manjhi, has got his own 
holding in the village 

G an gad h or Sao and Damidar 8ao —This holding formerly was part of a parent holding 
belonging to Bwu Manjhi, who mortgaged this area to the aforesaid persons for Rs. 24. 
Being unable to pay the amount, he gave up the area m frfvour of the mahajans , who got 
dakhil Ah art/ in the landlords' •herista. No kabala wss executed. Bisu's son has got other 
lauds, which he cultivates. 

Gangodhor Sao purchased lands of Dukiua Manjhi by private sale The latter has left 
the village, as his two eons died m it. Gangadhor Sao was not bis tnahojan 

Tins is a bond-fide sale. Dukhia Manjhi now lives in Mourbhanj 

Sauknr Bij took settlement of his lands out of patU 

Go pi ii at h Singh was the mahajan of Pagoo Manjhi The latter oonld not pay up hie 
debt, and had to sell the entire area to his mahajan. At present Fegoo Manjhi lives in 
Kukrajun in Mourbhanj, where he has reolaimed a large area and oultivatea it. 

There are no other non-aboriginal tenants in the village. 

XXXIII — Pitalan —Sahadeb Rana—The jungle was out away by Dhonai Manjhi; 
but be could not bring the area under cultivation, as a khai had to be bunded He 
let up the area to lapse again into jungle After a few years Sahadeb Rana took 
settlement of it from the estate. Dhanai Manjhi was afterwards killed by a bear His 
sons now live m Mourbhanj. 

XXXIV — Nohamafta —Kastnath Mahakur and others —This holding formerly belonged 
to one Baijoon Manjhi Stub Narain Panda is his mahajan Baijoon Margin fell into 
arrears of rent The estate brought a rent suit against him and got a decree, m execution 
whereof his holding was sold up and purchased in public auction by Kasmatb Mahakur in 
1309-10 After this sale, Baijoon Manjhi removed to Ohhatinasol, where his son, 
Rapides Manjhi, is a day-labourer now. 

Krishna Kuudu.—This holding formerly belonged to Mansing Manjhi. It was sold in 
public auction in execution of a decree for arrears of rent, and purchased by one Baietob Gin 
of A lam pur, who sold it to Knuhnm Kundu under a private deed of sale After this sale 
Mousing Manjhi took possession of the lands of one Fulrai Manjhi, who had left the village, 
relinquishing has lauds. But subsequently he sold the area to Kbatu Chose of Guhia Hangar 
under a private deed of sale. This is a bona fide sale. Mansing Manjhi has now left the 
viliago, and has gone to Jhawn to reclaim new lands out of the jungle 

Kendra Manjhi —Bhapabau Chund was Handra’s mahajan. He bronght a money Bait 
against Kandra Manjhi and got a decree To pay the decretal amount, Kandra Bold about 
12 Ljghas of his best lauds to Kr ishna Patial under a private deed of sale Hu has now 
got only 1£ big&h of land of the worst sort. He is now a day-labourer. 

Hh&nu Mohap&tra.—This holding was taken out of pdltl. 

Tara Chand Patrs —This holding formerly belonged to 8urai Manjhi, who has left the 
village and gone to Mourbhanj. The sale was verbal. The purchaser was 6urai’s mahajan. 

Nat a Giri and others —This holding consists of—(1) 2 bighas 1? oottaha 10 ohittaks, 
which belonged to Nata Giri before 1291; (2) 9 oottaha 10 chntaka purchased from Tipoo 
Manjhi, and (3) 2 bighas 11 oottahs 14 ohittaks taken from paid. Tipoo Manjhi is dead, 
ilis eons have got a big holding in the village. 

Rama Chandra Raut and others.—This holding formerly belonged to Arjoon Manjhi, 

1 who used to take loans of paddy from Ram Chandra Raut and others in liquidation* of whioh" 
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Arjoon Manjhi had to sell 7 bighas out of his jot a. This was a verbal sale. No document 
was executed. Arjoon's son has still got a bi gjote in tho village. 

Shib Prosed Mobakur and others —These were via ha) arts of Ananda Manjhi. Ho had 
to aell his entire holding m liquidation of his debts Ananda Manjhi is now dead without 
heirs. 

There are no other non-abongmal holdings m the village 

Gopibaixabiipuii Teiana. 

Mahals khelabubam and nayagbam 

XXX V.—Panehgac hin Broken —This is the village in which the Parganait of one of the 
collection circles of the Nawab of Murshidabad, the proprietor of tho Nayagmm pargana, 
dwells The Parganait is both the Manjhi and the Noik of the village The Paramok and 
Jog-Manjhi are the same as the Gurait There is no Jog-Paranick or Kndam-Naiki 

Jagaruath Hermon sold his Lands, 3 bighas, to a gwala (a cultivator), and not a mahajun 
and went to another village 

Liobo Mandi lost his land* si\ or seven years ago when a minor, becaoso there were 
arrears of rent It wa* presumably sold up for rent 

B urban Turn agreed to a transfer of nis land to another Sonthal, because he could not 
pay the rent. He is the Parganait and has no laud now. 

Bhungu has got 11 highas 7 oottahs on a rental of Bs 16-4-10 He bas no debt*; 
at present 

Daila cultivates 22 bighas odd on a rental of Rs 8-5. Ho has no debts, and has lost 
no land 

Liakhi cultivates about 6 bighas on a rental of Rs. 2 4-6 Ho has no debts. 

Gangu cultivates uc land in this village He has no dobts 

Hukun has no land Ills lather fled, because he could not pay the rent, and the land 
went to a Puran (Bhumya). 

Gun da never had any land 

Naran never had any land 

ICandu never had auy land 

Gopi bus land in another village, 7 bighas 17 oottahs on a rental of Rs 3-11-5 He 
mortgaged 19 cottahs, to a Bahora, without oxecutmg any document, on oocount|of mouoy 
tnkeu tor arrears of rent He has a debt of two aras. Ho also owes the Nawab 12 kun* 
of grain, at a rate of 2 ”« per cent. 

Pitho m*\or had any laud He is a labourer 

XXXVI — Sanmgm Broken —Tho Maujhi and Naiki ore one and tbo same. Tho Jog- 
Man jhi aud the Paruuick are also tho same There ib no hudan-Naiki or Jog-lViranicu 
The village was broken at the tune all tho villages were made Khan in the pargana by the 
Nawab of Murshidabad. Originally there were 1'uranB in the vjjlage , thiy left it and the 
Sontliala came in There arc now 20 houses ol Sonthal b 

1. Shamu originally had 29 bighas Six bighas went many years ago Ten bighas 
were transferred by way of a usufructuary mortgage to a m lhajan, who sold the land to some¬ 
one else There is now a dispute as to possession of tho land His debts are four aras ol 
grain due to two Kurnu Mahtos , they held his icoeipts as security for repayment 

2 Konda’s rcnt-reocipts shows the iolLowmg — 

11s. a c 

.5 al (nco land) ll bighas 8 cottahs— 

Rent .. O 16 16 

Wood ... .. .. 0 6 0 

Cess ... 0 3 10 

Dahi (uplands) 1 bigha 11 cottahs — 

Root .. . 1 11 0 

PLialkar ... .. 0 J 15 

Cess ... .. 0 0 15 

Ho has lost no land. Ho has mortgaged (usufructuary) 3 bighas of his land for a 
period of six years. 

3. fc?urau Suren —One of his rent-receipts contains an entry of 2 annas for wood 
(Jbanhar) on which oos9 is charged 5 gundas He cultivates 5 bighas 13 oottahs of dahi 
land at Its 3-12, lias no debts, except a uaufniotuary mortgage of 2 bighas 

4. Karin sold p 4 bighas lor Rs 98 to two different maftajane Ho gave a simple 
mortgage of 7 biglias of tuthi Land last year to a me hag an for Rs. 56 at annas 8 in the rupee 
interest. Ho owes 1 ara 4 kuna to oue Bulai Mahto. He also owes 3 aras to another 
mafiajan Other recent debts wore repaid with his crop this year. Cultivates altogether 
12 bighas 14 cottahs of jal land, and 7 bighas 10 oottahs of dahi land 

5 Bundu cultivates 14 bighas IS cottahs of jal land at Rb 7-15-5, and 3 cottahs of 
* dahi land at As 1-15. He gave a usufructuary mortgage for the interest alone of Rs. 100 
'two years ago, on ocoonnt of the scarcity He intends to repay the principal by selling 
to another •mahajun half of the Land mortgaged. He owes also 4 aras at 50 per cent interest 
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6 Mohan has got 6 bighas odd at a rental of Be. 3-15-10. He has no debts. 

7. Dibiii has II bighas 4 oottahs at a rental of Ra 5-3-5. He owes 17 knris to two 
different mahajans, at 50 par cent, interest. His rent-reoeipta show the following •— 


A ran 



Rent. 

Ra. k. r. 

11 bighas 4 oottahs 

• • 

• ■ ■ 

... 5 3 5 

Phslkar {mahua) 

m m m 

■ SB 

0 7 10 

Wood 


m • b 

.. 0 tt 0 

Cess .« 

m * 

BBS 

Total 

0 3 5 

... 6 4 0 


Hoad cess is changed m pbaikar, in this case on mahua trees He is just about to 
execute a usufructuary mortgage for 3 bighas, in order to pay off 3 aras due to other 

ynnhaja.nH 

8. Manpal has got 1 bigha 13 oottahs He owes 1 era at 50 per oent interest ; 
also Its 7 takcu in 1907 for a marriage at 50 per oent , of which Rs 2 has been repaid. 

9. Durgn never had any land He has no debts .He cultivates ohagti and labours 

It Lailiu has no land His father sold all his land to a mahajan, and they fled from, 
the village He relurnod Now he works for one Dasrath M&hto in the village as a servant. 
11 Dubraj never had any laud He also labours for Dasrath M&hto 
The other villagers had all gono off to labour in the jungles for many days It was 
said that they had no laud, and never had any 
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DISTRICT BA LA SORE 


Jill«»oqe Than a 

J _> Hitfnrlytmdt Intact —Kamla Murmu .s the ijarad'tr of this vill&go It is a temporary 

right. The rent is Its 11-8 and cess 8 annas. The ijamdar has get man land consisting of 
b bighas and one bhah (JO bighas) <>f uplands 

Kents were fixed about 20 years ago The rent of the village ib divided as follows . — 


Rarsa Man j hi 
Dor Potar 
Modheb Nandi 
lJarju Sahu 


Rft. A 

... & 0 

4 0 

2 0 

l 8 


Total 12 8 


Taking the rents as an indioation of the amount of dispossession, areas not being avail¬ 
able, five eighths of the value of the cultivation of the village has gone out of the hands of the 
Sonthal into those of small r nahajana 


VaMI op 

Sent 
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Si makes 
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i 
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11 «• 

.0 

Unknown 

10 bwh sa 
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Civil Conit decree alter a mortgage 
to lladbab Naadi lor debt. 


l" pan tie. 

a .. 

B Idghne 

B „ 
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tnga far Internet 
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ed 
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• 
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■ “ 
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Il.—Maturgora Intact —Bara Homrom ia the tjaradat of this village He has a yatta 
of it, period seven jean. His profit consists uf 4 bighas of iwort lamls. The Naiki has also 
got man land He collects rent from two Dikkus, as well os the -oven other Sonlhal houses 
m the village Land is poor; about 100 bighas are all. The total rent fixed bj the ljaradai 
is Us. 46, and oess Its. 2-J4. 
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111 —Karragorta Intact .—The present headman is the great-grandson of the original 

Jloports by Maul in Ekramuddin clearer of the SOll. 
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lV.—Kendkhunta . Old , but broken ,—The present headman is the great-grandson of the 
original dearer of the soil. The sanundars increased the rent of the raiyats in 1305 B.S ( 
by having the lands measured by their own amns. — 
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Shim _ 

Thoti Rnanrey 
And ii _ 

| 1 0 0 

Not known 


•• SS 

5 0 0 

- 

Bold lo land 
lady ■ brother 
for debt* 





u 

I>ub«l 

2 B R 

10 0 



1 fl 0 


Bold lor debt* 
Ditto 





M 

Lakhis Bun 

4 0 0 

BOO 



4 0 0 




8* 


93 

Ksmo 

3 17 8 

BOB* 

17 8 

0 9 9 

B10 0 

_ 

Bold to money 
lender fur 













debt* 











f 9 0 0 


Bold lor conai 

1 pnntl, 13 

13paul»o( 

9 










deration 

kuris of 

paddy. 



14 

Lsbho 

10 1 IS 

D 0 ii 

11 1 12 

4 8 0 

» 

(boo 

3 1) 

Bold (or debt! 

paddy. 


Verbal usufruct nary mnrt- 
mute in lieu of interest 
Interest 23 per cc lit 





1 









SB 

flops 

• * 0 0 

10 0 


- 

BOO 


Ditto 




90 

Ms] bn 

1 

ss 

m 









37 

Hams 

1 4 o 0 

1 I It 

- 


4 0 0 


’* ** 


7 



ffl 

Toots „ . 


- 

N 


“ 


H H 

Ii pautla 
olpaddy 

3 pautla of 
paddy 

9 

Simple mortgage Hit pnu 
llsre-psid Halt of the 
principal still due Inter¬ 
est SO per cent 





■ 










Intereit 10 per rent Inlor 













ut 23 percent 

T9 

30 

Hon — 

Bonks 

J IS 14 1 

919 M 

BOO 

B 4 0 

IS 14 S 

BIB 11 

a 12 • 

S 8 9 

4 0 0 

2 10 

a o 

w mm 

Boll Ui monos 
loader far 

4 srsi or 
paddy 

3 erne, I 
kum of 

B an* of 
padly 

Be 40 + 7 
pautla ol 

*t 

S 

Verbs! usufructuary mort 
■sire in hm ol interett 
Usufructuary mortgage in 
lieu of interest 









debt* 

paddy 

paddr 

4 pantli Of 

4 

Simple mortgage Fivo 











paddy. 


psulis, B karts re-psid 












One psnti atill due In lor- 
eat SO per rent. Interest 














9' per • ent 

II 

JB 

Rhnrta 

D barms 

• OB 
13 9 14 

S S 0 
• 1 0 

jprjri 

9 0 11 
4 10 4i 

B *0 0 

S 0 

Bold for debt* 

12] ana of 
paddy 

Be. 94 - 

8 

U infract nary mortgage m 
lieu ol Inunet. (ntereat 

XI 

Amts 

• 13 I 

4 0 0 

n 

4 S 9 

0 10 0 

> 0 

Forcibly dlipoi 
•enM by lend- 

11 araa, 11 
kurli id 

110 araa ol 
paddy 

S 

BU peroeat 

Usufructuary mortgage in 
lien ol laletesk 









lady*! cook 

psddy 


Intouat BO per rant 









18 uu of 



■i ® i» 










paddy 




11 

Bars No 1 






•M 




“ 


Bj 

Hals _ 

C is is l 

7 8 0 

13 10 1 

ISO 




HUN 


mm 


3b 

PI 

I 











21 

94 

Kallil 

Dibs M . 

J 

BO IB * 

0 4 0 


10 IB > 


- 


0 pantli of 
poddy. 

m a# 


Interest 30 percent. 

39 

Hsls 

BIB 

14 2 


■Ul 

Sa 

M 


“* 


- 


40 

93 

KsSlia 

Bin No. 2 

|EU 

8S* 
BIS i 

111 

Ul] 

711 B 


Bold la money¬ 
lender for 






« 

■ 


■ 

IN 



debt*. 


























1 <4>-II (a) Im 

Two sorts of measures preml in the locality. 'Where the majority of the money-lenders 


4 

srs 

• •• 

■ m w 

... = 1 

man. 

2 

m&ns 

• •• 

■ 

...=1 

kun or gaum 

10 

fauna or gaums... 

a*c 

m m m 

. =1 

ora. 

20 

ditto 

a 

m m m 

= 1 

pauti. 


In other villages 3 srs 

« • m 

see 

.. = 1 

man 

4 

m&ns 

a a e 

• ■ « 

= 1 

kun or gaum 

10 

fauns or gaums ... 

A 

eve 

. -1 

or a. 

20 

ditto 


• ■ 

. =1 

pauti 


The amount of land shown id columns 3, 5, 7, 8 and 12 is only cultivated land, and 
the amount of rent shewn in columns 5 and 6 is for these cultivated lauds only The figures 
have been taken from the zammdar’s papers. 

The Nftib took possession of 2 bighu^ of land, on tho rsiyats failure to pay a fino of 
Rs. 20 imposed upon his mother for making the Naib's wife ill by witohoratt I lutorrogated 
the Naab lie could not deny the fact 

Maulvi Ekramuddm interrogated tho Manager, lie said that the dispossession took 
place without his knowledge. Me told the Southal that tho land would be returned to him 


APPENDIX II(fi). 

Statements showing the deeds executed by the Qonthals of the Birbhum Distuct during the 

years 1906 and 1907 

Moutoaoes 



Total number of mort- 

! 

Number m which j 

Numbor in which the 

Number in 

Year 

the rate of interest 

| rate of interest was 

wbioh the rata 

gages registered dur¬ 
ing tho year. 

was lis. 24 per 1 

varying from over 

of interest was 


cent per annum j 

Rs. 21 to lis 37-8 

over Rs 37-8 

| 

1906... { 

Simple, 70 ... ) 

Usufructuary, 9 ... | 

38 

45 

7 

1907... { 

Simple, 51 ... | 

Usufruotuaiy, 7 .. j 

11 

1 

*i7 

1 


Sales. 


Tear. 

T^otal number of sales 
registered during the 
year 

Number m which 
the rate of pnoe 
was up to Ra. 10 
per bigha. 

Number in which the 
rate of price was rang¬ 
ing from lis 10 to 
Rs 20 per bigha 

Number in 
which tho rate 
was above 

1 Rs 20 per 
bigha 

1906 ... 

1907 ... 

75 

64 

21 

19 

40 

28 

14 

7 


Leases (Kabuiiyats). 


Year. 

Total number of 
leases registered 
during the year. 

Number in which 
the rate of rent 
was Ra 2 per 
bigha. 

P 

1 Number in whioh the 
' rate of rent was from 
Rs. 2 to Rs 3 per 
bigha 

Number iu 
whioh the rate 
of rent was 
over Rs 3 per 

bigha 

1906 ... 

35 

19 

11 

5 

1907 . 

30 

16 

10 

4 

_A 


















I <b>—II <c) 


llV 


APPENDIX 11(A). 

Statements ehoictng the deeds executed by the Sonthals o / the Bankura District during the years 

1906 and 1907 


Mortgag ps. 


Year. 

Total number of mort¬ 
gages registered by 
Sonthals during the 
year. 

Number in which 
the rate of interest 
was 24 per oent. 
per annum 

Number in whioh the 
rate of interest was 
above Kb 24, but not 
exceeding Its. 37-8 

Number in 
whioh the rate 
of interest was 
over Ha 37-8 

1906 .. ! 

Simple, 147 

51 

| 

78 1 

18 


Usufructuary, 27 

2 

25 

• 

1907 1 

Simple, 186 

55 

107 

24 


Usufructuary, 15 ... 

12 

• ■ • | 

3 


Salks. 


Year. 

Total number of 
Bales of land by Son- 
thals during the 
year. 

Number in which 
the price was 
above Its 

10 or below per 
bigha. 

i 

Number in which 
the pnoe was 
above Ha. 

10, and not 
exceeding Its. 20 

Number in 
whioh the 
pnoe was over 
Bs 20 

1906 

137 

63 

25 

49 

1907 

154 

1 

55 

37 

62 


Leases (Kaouliyats) 


Year 

Total number of 
such kabuliyats 
registered by SonthaU 
during the year. 

Number in whioh 
the rate of rent 
was Its 2 per 
i bigha or less. 

Number m whioh 
the rate of rent 
was over 

Rs 2, but not ex¬ 
ceeding Ha 3, per 
bigha. 

Number in 
which the 
rate of rent 
was over 

Bs d. 

1906 

190 

W 

102 

27 

61 

1907 

287 

196 

21 

70 

r 


APPENDIX 11(c). 

Statement shotetng the deeds executed by the Sonthals of District Mtdnapore during the years 

1906 and 1907 
Mortgaged 


1 

1 

1 

Year. 

; 

Total number of 
mortgages registered 
by the BonthalB 
during the year. 

Number in which 
the rate of in¬ 
terest was 24 
per cent per 
annum. 

Number in whioh 
the rate of interest 
was above Bs. 24, 
but not exceeding Bs. 
37-8. 

Number in 
whioh the 
fate of inter¬ 
est was above 
Ks. 37-8. 

1906 | 

Simple ... 226 

Usufructuary... 17 

\ 11 

137 

95 

1907 J 

Simple 191 

Usufructuary 24 

}l 23 

131 

61 


















ix (c)—m (»> 



190G 

1907 


Total number of 
sole of land by 
Sonthals during the 
year. 


Number in whioh 
the price was 
Re. 10, or below 
per bigha 


Number in which 
the price was above 
Rs 10 but not exceed¬ 
ing Re 20 


Number in 
whioh the 
price was over 
Re- 20. 




Total number of aurh 
kabuliyats registered 
by the Sonthals 
during the yeai 


Leases (Kabul* oafs) 


Numbor in which 
the rate of rout 
was Rs 2 per 
biglia or loss 


Number id which 
the rate of rent was 
over Us 2, but not 
exceeding 11s 3 
per bigha. 


Number in 
which the rate 
of rent was 
over Rs 3 


1906 

1907 


329 

200 


£ - 


APPENDIX Ill(n) * 

Statement* shoving the number oj suit* mstifuttd ngainst the Sonthals ami disposed of during 

the ytais 190G and 1907 in Bnbhum. 

Instituted 

Clans of Suits. 1906 1 f>C 7 

Suita for money under Small Cause Court procedure 54 35 

Do. under ordinary prooeduie . 3 5 

Do for ejectment under Kent Law ... 1 

Other suite ditto . . ... 55 39 

Suits for possession . 4 G 

Other title suits . . ... 28 G 


Total 


... 144 


Di»foshd of 



Trani 


Cuu or Suits 


Hot* money mill* _ 

See undor ordinary 
prooeduN 

Sent suits other than 
for ejectment 
Him* for posse ssi on 
ULiter title tdti 


to other 
courts 


Dim 

missed 

for 

default 


With 

dm wo 
with 
Ion vo 


Decreed Deemed 1 Decreed 

on con on com -“SS. ' mXu ‘ r 

less ion prom i i>o. j ooUlo#t 


after 

contest 



Total 

Se« money suit* 

Sen under ordinary 
pmcMlBn 1 

Sent suits other than 
(or rioeimrnt 
Suits for p o iu u—tim 
Other title suits 
Sui la fur ejectment 
under Beat law 

Total 


Statements showing the number of Suits instituted against the Sadgops, and disposed of lunng 
the years 1906 and 1907 in Rampur Edt Subdivision ( Btrbhum) 

Instituted. 

Class of Suita. IMS. 1007. 

Suite for money under Small Cause Court's procedure 89 23 

Do under urdwary procedure ... 42 45 

Do. for ejectment under Rent Law ... .. . . 

Other suits ditto ... 164 219 

Suits for possession ... 23 35 

Other title suits ... ... ... . 62 89 


Total 


In ttua appendix rnnsf be 


" l th oaatfon 


























DlflPOSXD OP, 


TUB 

l'uu or Sr its. 

Trans 
f erred to 
other 

His- I 

missed 

for 

With 

drawn 

with 

Decreed 

on Mn- 

5TS=? 

liilernil 

Decreed 

1 

Decreed 

alter 

1)1* 

missed 

alter 

Total 

feeeian 

on satis- 

■ 2 ■. i 4 1 



courts. 

default 

leave 

urtHulaoi 

faction 


contest. 

’ contest 


ISOS 

See tnonov sails 


14 

t 

1 

R 

1 

81 

10 

c~ 

s 

W 

Bee under ordinary 
prorednre 

Batts other than for 
ejectment 

Baits for nnftwhm 


i 


1 

• 


11 

10 


48 



1 9 

4 

4 

IK 

8 

mm 

IB 

i 

164 



1 



e 

8 

'Wlm 

1 


n 


Other title salts 




a 

IS 

■ 

n 

10 


60 


Total 


M 

a 

l. 

M 

14 

214 

80 

2 

877 

1907 

bee money salts 

a 

6 

l 

4 

4 


» 



23 


under Ordinary 



M 

9 



SB 

11 


45 


prorednre 

Bert suite, other,lhao 


9 

c 

a 

33 

li 

1M 

82 

1 



for ejeetinent 












Suite for possession 
Other title suits 


1 


9 

13 

i 

7 

11 


8 



1 

1 


19 

i 

40 

n 


83 


Total 

s 

in l 

10 

13 

88 

£4 

108 

S3 


405 


Statement showing the tlumbers of Execution Sates in cases against Sontkals and Sadqape 


Cases aeainst Sonthals Cases against Sadgops 

(Birbhum) (Bampurh&t Subdivision.) 


Year 

Class ok Suite. 

i 

W 

Number. 

Numbers 
ending in sale 
of Tight, title 
and interest of 
the Sonthal. 

Number. 

Numbers ending 
m solo of 
right, title and 
interest of the 
Sadgops. 

1906 

Money suits 

6G 

8 

132 

8 


Kent suits 

51 

19 

164 

12 

t 9 

V 

Title and other suits 

32 

6 

81 

7 


Total 

139 

33 

377 

27 

1907 

Money suits ... 

40 

3 

68 

7 

99 

Kent suits 

40 

17 

219 

22 

99 

Title and other suits 

15 

3 

| 118 

12 


Total 

95 

23 

mm 

41 


Avorage number of 
sales per 100 oases. 

— - JBL 

• mm 

24 

... 

9 

« 


APPENDIX IH(6). 


Statement showing Suit, instituted against Sonthats , and number of Sales in the District of 

Tiankura for the pears 1906 and 2907. 


Yfar. 

| (a) Total number of suits 
for possession or eject* 
ments and suits, civil 
or rent, brought against 
the Sonthals during 
the year 

(t) In how many of these 
suits or execution sales 
the nght, title and 
interest of Sonthals 
or their holdings have 
been sold 

(c) Total nufhber of suitB 
that' ware decreed «». 
parte 

1906 

177 

22 

57 

1907 

173 

25 

50 


Average number of sales 
per 100 cases. 

14 

• • • 
















































IU (b)—HI (c) taii 

Statement showing the number qf Smte instituted, etc., against the Bkutnijes during the year* 19C6 

and 19C7 tn the Court qf the Munsxff of Khatra. 






In how many of 


Total number 



these suits or exe- r 


of suits for 

Total number 

Total 

suits. 

cution sales the 

Teas 

possession or 

of mvil or 

right, title and in- 


ejectments in- 

runt suits. 

terest of the Bhu- 


stitnted. 



mi j es or their hold¬ 
ings have been sold 

1906 

i { 

Civil ... 6 
Rent 12 

i 10 

2 

1907 

... | 

Civil ... 7 
Rent ... 18 

| 25 


Avenir nom- 


e a • 

ana 

4 

ber of aslee 
per 100 cases 






ber of aoits 
decreed ex¬ 
part e. 


9 

6 


Statement ehouing the number of Sutie instituted, etc., against the Bauris during the years 19 GG 

and 1907 an the Court of the Munstff of Khatra. 


Total number 
of suits for 
possession or 
ejectments in¬ 
stituted. 


Total number 
of civil and 
^pnt suits. 


Total 

suits. 


In how many of 
these suits or exe¬ 
cution Bales the 
right, title and in¬ 
terest of the Bauns 
or their iioldings 
have been sold. 


The total num¬ 
ber of suits 
decreed tx- 
partt . 



Statements showhig the number of Suits instituted against different Castes or Trtb‘$, and disposed 
of, etc , during the years 1906 and 1907 %h the pot tion of the District oj Midnapote called 
the Jungle Mahals. 

--- INSTITUTED 




Sontbals 

s 

Bhuniijes 

Kurnus 

(If A BQ A* fiTTlTfl I 




i 





1906 

1907. j 

1906 

\ 

1907 

1906 i 

1907 

( 

Under S. C. C power 

El 

19 

\ 

f e m m 

• 

12 

7 

Suita for money ... ' 

Under ordinary proce- 

n 

2 

• m m 

mom 

o 

5 

i 

dnre. 







Suits under Rent Law j 

Suits for rent 

Suits for ejectment . 

D 

200 

• » 

39 

1 , 

41 

* ■ - 

99 1 

• 

380 

( 

Suits for ejectment or 

mbm 

22 

1 

3 

L r * 

Title and other suite J 

possession 

Other suits . . 

21 

24 

| 12 

3 

: u 

32 

• 

• 

Total 

151 

20? 

1 53 

i 

45 

, u: 

( 439 

v_ 












Ivui 


ni<o> 


Disposed or 




n nin- 

Dm- 

With 

Dacroad 

Decreed 

Die- 

ll 


Dls 


ClOl iOillR. 

Tm 

Iji'ind 
to othnr 

mimed 

for 

drawn 

with 

cm 

eonfeo- 

on 

e^m 

on 

satisfac¬ 

tion 

after 

contest. 

missed 

on 

Total 



courts. 

default 

Have 

iion< 

premiss. 


con teat. 


Buihali •»» ^ 

isoe 


IS 

mm 

JB91' 

87 

0 

B1 

M 

' 1 

in 

1009 

4 

14 

meM 

Mm 

OS 

8 

or 

80 

a 

007 

Total — 

- 

4 

SO 

10 



10 

148 

00 

• 

410 

BhvmljM { 

IMS 


S 

mm 

i 

59 

8 

OS 

10 


63 

1007 

1 

2 


i 

PI 

a 

04 

» 

se 

45 

Total 


1 

— 

SB 

u 

10 

s 

40 

u 

mm 

08 

Kormir { 

1 BOO 


59 

10 

59 

n 


07 

•1 


ISO 

1007 

7 

B7 

17 


Kfl 

0 

008 

00 


430 

Total 

mmm mm 

7 

C 

at 

10 

00 

0 

(-=- 

11T 

- 

A71 


Statement showing numbers of Execution Sales, 


Year. 

Number 
■ of suits 
against 
Bonthals. 

Number 
in which 
right, title 
and interest 
of Sonthal 
has been 
sold 

Number 
of suits 
against 
Bnumijes. 

Nnmfier 
m which 
right, title 
and interest 
of Bhumijes 
has been 
sold. 

Number 
of suite 
against 
Kurmis. 

Number 
in which 
right, title 
and interest 
of -Rurmis 
has been 
sold. 

1906 

151 

14 

53 

001 • • 

132 

6 

1907 

207 

17 

45 

3 

439 

6 

Total ... 

418 


98 

✓ 3 

571 

12 

Ave rage 
numb e r 
of sales 
per 100 
eases. 

• •• 

A 7 

* ■ ■ 

3 


2 


sl a. Pmi-ao kuo»-»MSJ-ioo-J. jlm 



















































